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Prices  Realized  for  the 


Ed  Trompeter  Collection 

Part  I 

February  25, 1992 


The  Metric  Set  (Lots  133-138)  had  a  combined 
total  prices  realized  of  $972,400. 


I 


Total  Gross  Prices  Realized:  $3,850,621.50 

Superior  Galleries 

A  Division  of  Superior  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  Inc. 

9478  West  Olympic  Boulevard 
Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212-4299 
(310)  203-9855 

Outside  California  (800)  421-0754 
FAX  (310)  203-0496 


California  Auction  Company  Number  122 
Ira  Goldberg  License  Number  A123 
Lawrence  Goldberg  License  Number  A2591 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection,  Part  I 


LOT 

BID 

1 

148500.00 

2 

18700.00 

3 

15400.00 

4 

14850.00 

5 

14300.00 

6 

7700.00 

7 

10450.00 

8 

12100.00 

9 

12650.00 

10 

20900.00 

11 

19250.00 

12 

6600.00 

13 

7700.00 

14 

6875.00 

15 

8250.00 

16 

14300.00 

17 

7700.00 

18 

11550.00 

19 

15950.00 

20 

8800.00 

21 

27500.00 

22 

17050.00 

23 

15950.00 

24 

7425.00 

25 

18150.00 

26 

17050.00 

27 

7700.00 

28 

7150.00 

29 

15400.00 

30 

13200.00 

31 

13200.00 

32 

4290.00 

33 

7975.00 

34 

12650.00 

35 

4400.00 

36 

48400.00 

37 

88000.00 

38 

48400.00 

39 

48400.00 

40 

15400.00 

41 

23100.00 

LOT 

BID 

42 

23100.00 

43 

37400.00 

44 

19250.00 

45 

23100.00 

46 

8250.00 

47 

11550.00 

48 

9350.00 

49 

7425.00 

50 

11000.00 

51 

11550.00 

52 

8250.00 

53 

8250.00 

54 

11550.00 

55 

28600.00 

56 

11550.00 

57 

9350.00 

58 

11000.00 

59 

9350.00 

60 

12100.00 

61 

13750.00 

62 

11550.00 

63 

14850.00 

64 

9350.00 

65 

17050.00 

66 

14300.00 

67 

11550.00 

68 

9350.00 

69 

9900.00 

70 

17050.00 

71 

20900.00 

72 

3960.00 

73 

5280.00 

74 

16500.00 

75 

10450.00 

76 

7975.00 

77 

15400.00 

78 

16500.00 

79 

15400.00 

80 

9900.00 

81 

7425.00 

82 

9350.00 

Prices  include  10%  Buyer’s  Fee, 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection,  Part  I 


LOT 

BID 

83 

8250.00 

84 

13200.00 

85 

10450.00 

86 

12100.00 

87 

9350.00 

88 

6875.00 

89 

6600.00 

90 

9900.00 

91 

24200.00 

92 

10450.00 

93 

11550.00 

94 

12650.00 

95 

16500.00 

96 

44000.00 

97 

39600.00 

98 

14850.00 

99 

22000.00 

100 

25300.00 

101 

27500.00 

102 

20900.00 

103 

12650.00 

104 

24200.00 

105 

13200.00 

106 

24200.00 

107 

29700.00 

108 

12650.00 

109 

12650.00 

110 

23100.00 

111 

20900.00 

112 

20900.00 

113 

13200.00 

114 

14300.00 

115 

23100.00 

116 

20900.00 

117 

15400.00 

118 

88000.00 

119 

33000.00 

120 

13200.00 

121 

35200.00 

122 

9900.00 

123 

25300.00 

LOT 

BID 

124 

10450.00 

125 

13200.00 

126 

24200.00 

127 

6600.00 

128 

7700.00 

129 

8250.00 

130 

19800.00 

131 

11000.00 

132 

18150.00 

133 

48400.00 

134 

198000.00 

135 

77000.00 

136 

264000.00 

137 

198000.00 

138 

187000.00 

139 

577.50 

140 

907.50 

141 

880.00 

142 

660.00 

143 

3520.00 

144 

605.00 

145 

1155.00 

146 

352.00 

147 

330.00 

148 

506.00 

149 

605.00 

150 

4180.00 

151 

935.00 

152 

264.00 

153 

242.00 

154 

9350.00 

155 

605.00 

156 

12650.00 

157 

15400.00 

158 

1265.00 

159 

13200.00 

160 

8800.00 

161 

2640.00 

162 

660.00 

163 

18150.00 

164 

3520.00 

Prices  include  10%  Buyer’s  Fee. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection,  Part  I 


LOT 

BID 

165 

5775.00 

166 

3960.00 

167 

5775.00 

168 

5500.00 

169 

4400.00 

170 

13200.00 

171 

5280.00 

172 

3190.00 

173 

880.00 

174 

2640.00 

175 

20900.00 

176 

5775.00 

177 

13750.00 

178 

71500.00 

179 

26400.00 

180 

1650.00 

181 

2310.00 

182 

1870.00 

183 

1870.00 

184 

18700.00 

185 

22000.00 

186 

2640.00 

187 

770.00 

LOT 

BID 

188 

1705.00 

189 

2530.00 

190 

1155.00 

191 

577.50 

192 

3300.00 

193 

2200.00 

194 

7700.00 

195 

1210.00 

196 

1815.00 

197 

2200.00 

198 

2310.00 

199 

770.00 

200 

825.00 

201 

1760.00 

202 

605.00 

203 

18150.00 

204 

3300.00 

205 

50050.00 

206 

5060.00 

207 

23100.00 

208 

5500.00 

209 

65450.00 

Prices  include  10%  Buyer’s  Fee. 


Lots  which  have  been  reacquired  by  the  consignors  have  been 
excluded  from  this  listing.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  prices  have 
been  listed  for  lots  which  were  reacquired  for  the  consignor  by  another 
individual  instructed  to  bid  on  his  behalf  if  such  information  was  not 
available  to  Superior  at  the  time  this  listing  was  printed.  Superior 
Galleries  recommends  that  you  utilize  several  sources  of  information 
in  establishing  the  market  value  of  a  coin. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection 

Parti 

February  25, 1992 

Sale  to  be  held  at 

the  Regent  Beverly  Wilshire  Hotel 

in  the  Le  Grand  Trianon  Room 
9500  Wilshire  Boulevard,  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212 

(310)  275-5200 


The  Session 

Tuesday,  February  25, 1992 
Promptly  at  7:00  P.M. 
Lots  1-209 


Superior  Galleries 

A  Division  of  Superior  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 

9478  West  Olympic  Boulevard,  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212 


(310)  203-9855  •  Toll  Free  (800)  421-0754 
FAX  (310)  203-0496 

California  Auction  Company  License  122 
Ira  M.  Goldberg  License  Number  A123 
Lawrence  S.  Goldberg  License  Number  A2591 


Price  $25.00 


©  Superior  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  Inc.  1992 


Notice  of  Exhibition 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection 

Part  I 


February  25, 1992 


Lot  Viewing  in  Beverly  Hills 

at  our  offices  and  headquarters 
Monday,  January  27  through  Tuesday,  February  25, 1992 


Lot  viewing 

Monday  through  Friday  from  9:00  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M. 
Saturday  from  9:00  A.M.  to  1:00  P.M. 

Please  call  for  an  appointment. 


We  are  located  at 

9478  West  Olympic  Boulevard  in  Beverly  Hills 
Telephone:  (310)  203-9855  •  Toll  Free  (800)  421-0754 

FAX:  (310)  203-0496 


Order  of  Sale 


The  Session 

Tuesday,  February  25, 1992 
Promptly  at  7:00  P.M. 
Lots  1-209 


Gold  Dollars . 1-35 

Quarter  Eagles . 36-95 

Three  Dollar  Gold  Pieces . 96-132 

Four  Dollar  Gold  -  The  Metric  Gold  Set . 133-138 

Indian  Quarter  Eagles . 139-153 

Indian  Half  Eagles . 154-177 

Indian  Eagles .  178-209 


Ed  "E.T.”  Trompeter 


THE  ED  TROMPETER  COLLECTION  OF  UNITED  STATES  PROOF  GOLD 


Completeness.  Rarity.  Quality. 

These  three  words  sum  up  the  incredible  collection  of  United  States  Proof  Gold  that  Ed  Trompeter  has 
assembled  over  the  course  of  nearly  thirty  years.  They  also  apply  to  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Trompeter  has 
compiled  this  collection,  taking  extensive  time,  putting  forth  limitless  energy  and  searching  endlessly  for  the 
finest,  most  unique  United  States  Proof  gold  coins  to  complete  and  upgrade  his  incredible  collection. 

Superior  Galleries  is  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  bring  Ed's  collection  to  auction,  as  it  is  probably  the 
most  complete  set  of  United  States  Proof  gold  coinage  ever  formed.  For  sheer  numbers  of  Gem  condition 
specimens,  it  has  never  been  approached,  nor  has  it  been  equalled  by  any  private  collector.  Even  the 
Smithsonian  Institute,  a  national  archive  of  American  coinage,  is  unable  to  boast  a  finer,  more  encompassing 
run  of  United  States  gold  coinage  by  dates  and  denominations.  Because  of  the  broad  scope  and  completeness 
of  the  Trompeter  Collection,  Superior  will  be  auctioning  it  in  two  separate  sales,  the  final  half  scheduled  for 
November,  1992. 

Ed  Trompeter  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  February  22, 1919.  When  the  winds  of  war  first  began  blowing 
across  the  land  in  the  late  1930's,  he  enlisted  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  as  an  Electronic  Engineer  (radio 
engineering),  and  took  courses  at  Noroton  Heights  Naval  Radio  School  in  Connecticut. 

Immediately  after  graduation,  he  was  shipped  out  to  the  Pacific  Fleet,  to  serve  as  a  radioman  on  the  U.S.S. 
Enterprise,  America's  famous  aircraft  carrier.  Later,  he  was  transferred  to  a  sea  plane  tender  by  the  name  of 
Tangier.  On  that  infamous  day,  December  7, 1941,  the  Tangier  was  stationed  at  Pearl  Harbor,  and  was  strafed 
but  never  hit  by  major  weaponry.  "The  Tangier,"  says  Trompeter,  "had  a  flight  deck  that  looked  like  a  carrier, 
and  they  came  after  us.  But  for  some  reason  or  other,  we  were  lucky  and  were  never  directly  hit." 

While  in  the  Navy,  Ed  took  classes  in  Advanced  Radar,  becoming  a  Line  Officer.  He  was  then  transferred  to 
the  Caribbean  island  of  Curacao  where  his  outfit  kept  tabs  on  the  movement  of  German  submarines,  directing 
Allied  aircraft  sorties  to  keep  them  pinned  down.  All  the  while,  he  was  honing  his  radio  and  electronics 
skills,  working  in  the  very  early  stages  of  the  development  of  fiber  optics,  and  the  more  advanced  areas  of 
electronics  and  tracking  systems  he  would  use  to  his  great  benefit  after  the  war. 


Continued... 


Released  from  the  Navy  in  1946,  he  was  employed  by  the  Television  Division  of  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission.  Later,  when  the  Korean  War  flared  up,  he  reenlisted  for  about  20  months.  "The  Korean  War 
ended  and  I  got  out,"  says  Trompeter.  "By  this  point  in  time,  I  had  acquired  a  tremendous  electronics 
background  and  the  Cold  War  was  really  heating  up.  I  was  awarded  a  position  at  the  Naval  Air  Missile 
Test  Center,  so  for  the  next  six  years,  I  was  in  the  Instrumental  Division  of  Missile  Testing  at  Point  Mugu, 
California.  " 

Television  and  missile  testing  are  seemingly  unrelated  endeavors.  Yet  "E.T."  (as  he  is  known  by  close  friends) 
was  creative,  clever  and  confident  that  his  training,  experience  and  keen  eye  for  developing  trends  in  the 
electronics  field  would  pay  off  handsomely.  And  pay  off  they  did!  After  retiring  from  the  military,  Ed  bought 
a  small  electronics  plant  in  Canoga  Park,  California.  Ed  relates  that  "I  knew  exactly  what  the  missile  test 
people  needed;  I  knew  exactly  what  the  television  people  needed;  so  I  never  missed  a  lick.  It  was  success 
right  from  the  word  go." 

Ed  was  asked  to  join  the  Digital  Data  Bus  Standards  committee  of  the  United  Stated  Government,  "and 
that's  how,  in  the  Iraqi  War,  our  pilots  were  able  to  hit  the  crosshairs:  digital  data  bus.  Basically,  it  is  the 
ability  for  today's  sophisticated  missiles  to  take  in  all  available  data,  locate  the  target  with  the  television 
acquisition  lens  and  let  the  chauffeur  of  the  plane  press  a  button  that  directs  the  missile  to  go  in  and  destroy." 

His  ingenuity  and  success  in  the  development  of  such  sophisticated  and  precise  missile  systems  allowed 
Ed  the  discretionary  income  necessary  to  pursue  his  coin  collecting  goals:  the  formation  of  the  finest,  most 
complete  United  States  Proof  gold  collection  in  private  hands.  Although  he  began  his  collecting  career 
buying  Business  Strike  coins,  Ed  soon  discovered  there  was  a  grading  controversy  over  Mint  State  versus 
an  about  uncirculated  coin.  His  interest  was  soon  drawn  to  the  Proof  coins— gold  Proofs  exclusively—  because 
of  their  prestige  and  importance  to  numismatics.  Additionally,  it  was  not  until  1858  that  the  Mint  officially 
began  providing  special.  Proof  quality  coins  to  collectors,  and  began  keeping  accurate  mintage  records  of 
Proofs  struck.  The  Mint's  precise  record-keeping  of  the  Proofs  that  were  struck  created  the  perfect  finite 
structure  Ed  needed  to  define  and  fulfill  his  collecting  goals. 

Every  collector  of  United  States  coins  knows  that  Proof  gold  coins  are  extremely  rare.  Very  few  were 
manufactured  for  sale  to  collectors  due  to  their  high  intrinsic  value,  with  numbers  from  roughly  twenty  to 
one  hundred  pieces  per  denomination  per  year  minted.  Because  the  mintages  were  so  low,  survival  rates 
in  first  class  condition  are  lower  still.  The  difficulty  only  spurred  Ed  on,  and  unbelievably,  he  has  succeeded 
in  his  25  years  of  coin  collecting  in  doing  what  no  one  else  in  this  century  has  done;  he  has  gathered  together 
the  ultimate  set  of  United  States  Proof  gold  whose  completeness  is  unmatched  by  any  collection  formed  by 
any  other  private  owner.  Virtually  every  coin  in  his  collection  has  been  kept  in  its  original  form  without 
encapsulation  by  third-party  grading  services.  This  he  insisted  on,  as  Ed  considers  himself  a  collector  first 
and  foremost,  and  prefers  to  enjoy  his  coins  in  their  natural  state. 

In  his  years  of  buying  and  upgrading,  Ed  achieved  what  can  only  remain  a  dream  for  most  collectors- 
working  behind  the  scenes  with  Ira,  quietly,  selectively,  determinedly,  he  secured  one  each  of  the  United 
States  gold  Proofs  made  between  1858  and  1915,  in  addition  to  several  extremely  rare  pre-1858  issues.  His 
coins  have  never  been  on  public  display  (the  only  exception  being  a  handful  of  highlights  shown  at  the  ANA 
100th  Anniversary  Convention,  held  in  August  1991),  nor  have  they  been  viewed  by  anyone  other  than  a  few 
of  his  closest  associates.  And  because  a  considerable  number  of  his  coins  were  bought  through  private  treaty 
instead  of  public  auction,  many  have  not  appeared  on  the  open  market  in  the  lifetimes  of  today's  collectors. 


As  noted  earlier,  Ed  constantly  upgraded  his  collection,  and  those  coins  he  supplanted  with  better  coins 
were  sold  at  our  auctions  in  recent  years,  resulting  in  his  retaining  only  the  ultimate  grades  for  their 
respective  dates  and  denominations.  In  his  tireless  search  for  the  very  finest  pieces,  he  often  acquired 
duplicates  of  several  of  the  great  rarities  simultaneously,  before  disposing  of  the  secondary  pieces.  For 
example,  at  one  time,  he  held  a  pair  of  1875  Proof  gold  sets  and  was  well  on  his  way  to  completing  a  third! 

What  other  types  of  Proof  gold  coins  did  E.T.  acquire?  For  starters,  he  assembled  a  complete  date  run  of 
Gold  Dollars,  all  of  them  in  sparkling,  "cameo"  contrasting  Gem  Proof  condition,  1855  to  1889.  This  includes 
the  1856  and  the  almost  impossible  1855  Type  2,  both  glowing  Proofs.  His  Quarter  Eagles  commence  with 
1856  and  run  uninterrupted  through  to  the  end  of  the  Proof  series,  1915.  So  many  of  these  are  such  low 
mintage  rarities  and  of  such  superb  quality  it  would  be  futile  to  list  them  here.  Next  we  have  two  of  the  most 
important  series  in  all  of  American  numismatics— Three  Dollar  gold  and  Four  Dollar  Stellas.  Ed  burned  the 
midnight  oil  searching  the  country  to  put  together  this  set  of  Gem  Proof  Three  Dollar  gold  pieces.  Not  only 
did  he  succeed  in  acquiring  a  full  complement  of  pieces  dated  1854  to  1889,  but  he  also  found  gems  of  both 
varieties  of  1873!  His  1855  Proof  Three  Dollar  gold  is  an  almost  unheard  of  rarity;  there  are,  in  fact,  only  four 
precisely  traced  specimens. 

America's  Four  Dollar  gold  pieces  -  "Stellas"  -  are  legendary.  Some  people  consider  them  Patterns,  but  others 
prefer  to  collect  them  along  with  our  regular  gold  issues.  However,  everyone  is  impressed  with  their  great 
rarity,  supreme  beauty  and  unrivaled  importance  to  numismatics.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Trompeter 
has  brought  together  the  definitive  set  of  Four  dollar  gold  pieces.  Each  of  the  four  coins  in  his  set  is  an 
unqualified  Gem  Proof,  but  he  has  added  to  the  set  two  coins  which  complete  "his"  set  of  metrics-the  famous 
1874  Bickford  $10  and  the  Quintuple  Stella,  both  superb  gems. 

In  total,  the  T rompeter  Collection  consists  of  approximately  600  rare  gold  coins,  the  first  portion  are  included 
in  this  catalog  to  be  sold  as  Part  I.  Part  II  will  encompass  Half  Eagles,  Eagles  and  Double  Eagles  in  Proof, 
along  with  the  remainder  of  Ed's  astonishing  group  of  Patterns  and  Special  Issues  including  the  unique  1872 
Amazonian  Gold  Set. 

When  asked  why  he  would  part  with  such  an  important  and  truly  unique  collection,  Ed  replies,  "I  am  a 
collector.  I  understand  a  collector's  mind  and  desires.  Heirs  and  executors  do  not  feel  as  passionately  about 
coins  as  does  the  collector,  and  I  believe  it  is  my  duty  to  return  to  the  field  what  I  have  gained.  We  are  only 
custodians  of  history  and  it  would  be  a  crime  to  deny  others  the  pleasure  I  have  known  in  collecting  these 
coins.  Only  another  numismatist  would  understand  what  joy  the  pride  of  ownership  can  bring.  Who  better 
to  dispose  of  the  collection  than  the  man  who  formed  it?" 

Superior  is  proud  to  have  been  instrumental  in  helping  Ed  assemble  this  remarkable  and  unrivaled  collection. 
Now  we  are  equally  honored  to  be  able  to  bring  this  life-long  endeavor  to  the  public  collecting  arena.  We 
have  attempted  to  give  his  collection  its  due  in  this  catalog  and  believe  together  we  can  offer  the  numismatic 
world  both  a  memorable  sale  and  a  definitive  collector's  "bible"  on  the  rarities  of  the  Ed  T rompeter  Collection 
of  United  States  Proof  Gold  Coinage. 


Instructions  for  New  Mail  Bidders 


If  you  have  never  used  our  mailbid  system,  here  is  an 
explanation.The  procedure  is  quite  simple.  On  the  enclosed 
Mail  Bid  Form  there  is  space  proviced  for  the  lot  number  and 
the  amount  you  are  willing  to  bid.  After  carefully  reading 
thedescription  of  the  lot  you  wish  to  bid  on,  write  down  the  lot 
number  and  the  maximum  amount  you  are  willing  to  pay.  For 
example,  let  us  assume  you  are  interested  in  bidding  on  Lot  1 
and  the  maximum  amount  you  are  willing  to  bid  is  $350.00, 
you  bid  sheet  should  be  as  shown  on  the  right. 

The  bid  which  you  enter  is  the  "maximum  amount"  or  top  price 
you  are  willing  to  pay  for  the  lot  (unless  you  have  checked  one 
of  the  percentage  increase  boxes.  However,  there  is  alwaysthe 
possibility  that  you  may  obtain  the  lot  for  less. 

Before  mailing,  check  your  bid  sheet  for  accuracy.  Make 
certainthat  you  bid  on  the  correct  lot  and  that  your  bid  is  the 
maximum  you  are  willing  to  pay. 

Bidding  by  mail  permits  you  to  participate  in  the  auction  as 
though  you  were  in  attendance.  Many  rarities  are  obtained 
through  the  medium  of  auctions  and  it  can  be  very  exciting  as 
well  as  rewarding  method  of  obtaining  wonderful  items  for 
your  collection.  We  look  forward  to  your  collrction.  We  look 
forward  to  your  participation  in  our  sale. 

Thank  you. 

The  Auction  Department 

Superior  Galleries 


Bid  Sheet 

If  Sent  By  FAX,  Please  Include  _ 


LOT 

BID 

/ 

350.00 

Ns 

3oooo 

noo 

45000 

r 

\ 

LOT 

BID 

LOT 

BID 

LOT 

BID 

_ 

_ 

! _ 

r~ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

A  Buyer's  Commission  of  ten  |10%1  on  each  individual  lot  will  be  added  to  all  purchases 
made  by  all  bidders  and  will  be  based  upon  the  total  amount  of  the  final  bid 
THE  BUYER'S  COMMISSION  WILL  BE  ADDED  TO  ALL  INVOICES 

We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding.  CHECK  YOUR  BID  SHEET  CAREFULLY. 


Important  Notice 

A  10%  Buyer's  Commission  will  be  added  to  individual  lots  sold  in  this  sale.  This  amount 
is  based  on  the  total  amount  of  the  final  bid  and  is  then  added  to  all  invoices. 


Parking  For  Beverly  Hills  Lot  Viewing 

Parking  on  Sunday  is  available  in  our  subterranean  lot  off  Olympic  Boulevard.  We  request 
that  you  do  not  park  on  El  Camino.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  parking  is  available  on 
Olympic  Boulevard  from  9:30  to  3:30,  and  on  El  Camino  for  periods  not  to  exceed  2  hours. 

Parking  regulations  are  strictly  enforced  in  Beverly  Hills.  Please  consult  us  if  you  have  any 
questions. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection 

Part  I 

February  25, 1992 


Mail  Bid  Form 


DO  NOT  WRITE  IN  BOX 

1ET92 


I  hereby  authorize  SUPERIOR  GALLERIES  to  execute  the  following  bid(s)  at  the  auction  to  be  held 
February  25,  1992.  Please  buy  the  following  lot(s)  for  me  at  the  price(s)  not  exceeding  those  shown.  The 
bid(s)  is  made  subject  to  the  "Terms  of  Sale,"  and  I  agree  to  remit  promptly  on  receipt  of  invoice  or 
notification  that  the  bid(s)  is  successful.  This  signed  bid  sheet  constitutes  an  agreement  between  me  and 
SUPERIOR  GALLERIES. 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 


Place  Peel-off  Label  Here 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


SIGNATURE _ _ _ PHONE - 

REFERENCES:  New  or  unfamiliar  bidders,  please  enclose  a  25%  deposit  of  bids  or  furnish  references  in 
sufficient  time  to  be  verified  before  the  auction,  otherwise,  the  bids  will  not  be  executed.  To  facilitate 
verification,  please  include  full  name,  address  and  zip  code. 

CREDIT  REFERENCES: 


1. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

2. _ _ _ 

3.  _ _ _ _ 

4.  _ _ _ _ _ 

I  have  established  credit  with  Superior. _ 

Deposit  on  bids  enclosed  $ _ - 

IF  NECESSARY,  INCREASE  MY  BID(S)  BY: 

□  10%  □  20%  □  30%  □  Other _ % 

Lots  will  be  purchased  as  much  below  bids  as  possible.  O  Prices  Realized  -  $2.00  enclosed 


SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS: 


Bid  Sheet  for 

The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection,  Part  I 
February  25, 1992 

If  Sent  By  FAX,  Please  Include: _ _ _ 

Name  Phone 


LOT 

BID 

LOT 

BID 

LOT 

BID 

LOT 

BID 

A  Buyer's  Commission  of  ten  percent  (10%)  on  each  individual  lot  will  be  added  to  all  purchases 
made  by  all  bidders  and  will  be  based  upon  the  total  amount  of  the  final  bid. 

TH1  BUYER'S  COMMISSION  WILL  BE  ADDED  TO  ALL  INVOICES. 

We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding.  CHECK  YOUR  BID  SHEET  CAREFULLY. 


Superior  Galleries 

TERMS  OF  SALE 


1.  This  is  a  public  auction  sale  held  in  Beverly  Hills,  California  by  licensed  and  bonded  auctioneers.  The  licensed  auctioneers  are  Ira  M.  Goldberg, 
License  Number  A123,  and  Lawrence  S.  Goldberg,  License  Number  A2591. 

2.  The  auctioneer,  and  cataloger,  Superior  Galleries  (“Superior”)  reserves  the  right  to  include  in  any  auction  sale  its  own  material  as  well  as  ma¬ 

terial  from  affiliated  or  related  companies.  Superior,  and  its  affiliated  or  associated  companies  may  have  direct  or  indirect  interest  in  these,  or 
other  items,  and  may  collect  a  minimum  price  from  the  consignor  in  addition  to  part,  or  less,  than  the  full  selling  commission  mentioned  else¬ 
where  in  these  Terms,  this  paragraph  shall  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  description  of  all  lots  contained  in  this  catalog. 

3.  Consignors  or  their  agents  may  be  permitted  to  bid  on  their  own  lots  in  the  sale  pursuant  to  a  separate  agreement  with  Superior,  or  its  affili¬ 

ated  or  related  companies,  and  may  receive  a  rebate  commission  in  whole  or  part  if  successful.  Under  some  circumstances,  Superior  may  agree 
with  a  consignor  to  not  require  the  consignor  to  pay  in  whole  or  in  part  for  items  bid  upon  or  re-purchased  by  the  consignor,  or  when  or  where 
an  advance  has  been  made,  and  instead  to  have  the  consignor  pay  an  agreed  upon  difference  to  Superior,  or  to  offset  against  other  transactions 
with  consignor.  Where  the  consignor  has  re-purchased  a  lot;  party  has  not  been  reached,  and  a  lot  is  either  returned  to  the  consignor  or  oth¬ 
erwise  dealt  with  or  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  consignor’s  direction,  or  pursuant  to  contractual  agreement,  Superior  reserves  the  right 
to  so  note  in  the  prices  realized  or  to  omit  a  price  from  the  price  realized.  Every  consignor  who  registers  to  bid  in  the  sale,  whether  to  “protect” 
a  lot,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  agrees  to  this  and  all  other  terms  of  sale. 

4.  Superior,  or  affiliated  or  related  companies,  may  make  loans  or  advances  to  consignors  and/or  prospective  purchasers. 

5.  Superior,  and  its  affiliated  or  related  companies,  may  bid  for  his  or  its  own  account  at  any  auction  (even  though  it  may  not  be  required  to  pay 
a  buyer’s  premium,  or  other  charges  that  other  bidders  may  be  required  to  pay)  and  may  have  access  to  information  concerning  the  lots  and 
items  contained  therein  that  is  not  otherwise  available  to  the  public.  Any  conflict  of  interest  or  claim  of  competitive  advantage  resulting  there¬ 
from  is  expressly  waived  by  all  participants  in  the  sale. 

6.  Because  of  the  fungibility  of  rare  coins,  all  lots  carry  a  reserve,  a  confidential  price  below  which  the  auctioneer  will  not  sell  an  item  or  will  re¬ 
purchase  on  behalf  of  the  consignor  or  for  the  account  of  Superior. 

7.  The  auctioneer  may  open  the  bidding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller,  a  mail  bidder,  Superior  (or  any  affiliated  or  related 
company),  or  any  other  participant  in  the  sale.  The  auctioneer  may  bid  further  on  behalf  of  the  seller  up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by  ac¬ 
cepting  bids  from  floor  agents  on  the  part  of  the  consignor,  or  any  affiliated  or  related  company  of  the  auctioneer  or  the  consignor,  by  placing 
successive  or  consecutive  bids  for  any  lot,  or  by  placing  bids  in  response  to  other  bidders.  The  auctioneer  may  accept  or  decline  any  bid,  or 
challenge  to  any  bid  or  bidding  increment,  as  he,  in  his  sole  discretion  shall  determine.  It  is  unlawful  and  illegal  for  bidders  to  collude,  pool, 
or  agree  with  another  bidder  to  pay  less  than  the  fair  value  for  a  lot.  Bidders  in  the  sale  acknowledge  that  the  law  provides  for  substantial 
penalties  in  the  form  of  treble  damages  and  attorneys  fees  for  those  who  violate  these  provisions. 

8.  This  catalog  contains  the  description  of  property  of  multiple  consignors,  and  may  include  consignments  from  Superior,  its  principals,  and 
affiliated  or  related  companies  and  their  employees,  officers,  or  principals.  All  persons  seeking  to  bid,  whether  in  person,  by  an  agent  or  em¬ 
ployee,  phone,  or  by  mail,  must  have  a  catalog  and  register  to  bid.  By  submitting  a  bid,  whether  in  person,  by  mail,  by  phone,  or  through  an 
employee  or  agent,  the  bidder  acknowledges  receipt  of  the  catalog,  that  the  bidder  has  read  the  terms  and  conditions  of  sale,  the  descriptions 
for  the  lots  on  which  they  have  bid,  and  that  they  agree  to  adhere  to  these  terms  of  sale.  No  matter  where  signed,  the  agreement  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  been  made  in  California.  The  bidder  acknowledges  that  the  invoice  describing  a  lot  by  number  incorporates  the  catalog  by 
reference. 

9.  A  Buyer’s  Commission  often  percent  (10%)  on  each  individual  lot  will  be  added  to  all  purchases  made  by  all  bidders,  except  consignors,  re¬ 
gardless  of  bidder’s  affiliation  with  any  group  or  organization,  and  will  be  based  upon  the  total  amount  of  the  final  bid.  The  buyer’s  commission 
will  be  added  to  all  invoices  except  for  reacquisitions  by  consignors  in  which  case  a  reacquisition  charge  may  apply.  The  reacquisition  charge 
may  be  higher  or  lower  than  the  buyer’s  commission  and  is  determined  by  separate  written  agreement  with  Superior. 

10.  All  material  shall  be  sold  in  separate  lots  to  the  highest  bidder  as  determined  by  the  Auctioneer.  If  any  dispute  arises  during  or  immediately 
after  the  sale  of  a  lot,  Superior  shall  have  the  right  to  rescind  the  lot  offered  and  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again.  In  all  cases,  Auctioneer’s  decision 
shall  be  final.  For  the  mail  bidder’s  protection,  no  “unlimited”  or  “buy”  bids  will  be  accepted.  The  auctioneer  may  reject  any  such  bid  received. 

11.  Unless  otherwise  agreed  in  writing,  auction  sales  are  strictly  cash  in  U.S.  funds  payable  through  a  bank  in  the  United  States.  Contact  the 
Auction  Company  for  wiring  instructions  before  sending  a  wire.  The  auctioneer  reserves  the  right  to  decline  to  release  lots  for  which  funds 
have  not  yet  cleared.  On  any  accounts  past  due,  Superior  reserves  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  impose  periodic  charges  as  stated  in  these 
Terms  of  Sale  or  on  the  invoice  or  statement.  Buyer  agrees  to  pay  reasonable  attorneys  fees  and  costs  required  to  collect  on  such  past  due 
accounts.  On  any  cash  transactionor  series  of  transactions  exceeding  $10,000,  Treasury  Form  8300  will  be  filed,  and  on  an  transaction  exceed¬ 
ing  $3,000,  an  informational  return  will  be  filed  to  the  extent  required  by  law.  Lots  must  be  paid  for  the  earlier  of  receipt  of  invoice  or  delivery. 

12  No  credit  card  purchases  will  be  accepted.  Bids  will  not  be  accepted  from  those  persons  under  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age  without  a  par¬ 
ent’s  written  consent  which  acknowledges  the  terms  and  conditions  of  sale  herein  and  agrees  to  be  bound  thereby  on  behalf  of  the  bidder. 


Terms  of  Sale 


13.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  bidder  personally  guarantees  payment.  If  a  corporation  is  bidder,  the  officers  and/or  principals  of  the  corporation  agree 
to  personally  guarantee  payment  as  part  of  their  agreeing  to  bid,  and  the  corporate  representative  present  at  the  sale  represents  that  a  cor¬ 
porate  resolution  binding  each  such  officer  is  on  file  with  the  corporation  in  its  minute  book  and  shall  be  presented  to  Superior  upon  request. 

14.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  the  bidder  certifies  to  the  auctioneer,  the  cataloger,  and  Superior,  and  any  affiliated  or  related  company,  that  they  are 
not  engaging  in  a  consumer  transaction  and  that  they  are  not  seeking  to  acquire  the  lots  for  personal,  family  or  household  purposes.  If  a  cor¬ 
poration  is  the  bidder,such  bidder  certifies  that  the  purchase  is  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  has  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

15.  Floor  bidders  and  mail  bidders  who  have  not  established  credit  with  Superior  or  the  auctioneer  must  furnish  satisfactory  credit  references  or 
deposit  at  least  twenty-five  percent  (25%)  of  their  total  bids  for  that  session(s)  or  such  other  amounts  as  Superior  may  require  before  such  bids 
will  be  accepted.  Deposits  submitted  will  be  applied  to  purchases  and  any  unused  portion  of  such  deposit  will  be  promptly  refunded  upon  clear¬ 
ance  of  the  funds. 


16.  Bids  must  be  for  an  entire  lot  and  each  lot  constitutes  a  separate  sale.  No  lot  will  be  broken  up  unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  determines. 
Lots  will  be  sold  in  their  numbered  sequence  unless  Auctioneer  directs  otherwise. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


This  is  not  an  approval  sale.  All  lots  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  as  determined  by  Auctioneer  are  final.  Floor  bidders  are  encouraged  to  carefully 
examine  all  lots  which  they  are  interested  in  purchasing  since  no  lot  purchased  by  a  floor  bidder  may  be  returned,  including  those  lots 
where  the  bidder  is  acting  as  agent  for  another,  or  to  mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lot  prior  to  sale.  There  are  no  returns  or  refunds 
except  by  reason  of  lack  of  authenticity,  unless  provided  elsewhere  in  the  catalog  or  these  terms  of  sale. 

a.  All  items  offered  in  this  catalogue  are  guaranteed  to  be  genuine.  This  is  a  limited  warranty  that  the  item  sold  is  not  counterfeit,  and  that 
its  date  or  mintmark  has  not  been  altered,  and  that  the  coin  has  not  been  “repaired.”  Any  other  warranty  is  expressly  disclaimed,  Superior 
offers  no  representation  that  a  numismatic  item  has  or  has  not  been  cleaned;  that  any  toning  is  natural  or  artificial;  that  any  coin  will  meet 
the  standards  or  grade  of  any  grading  service;  that  any  item  has  a  particular  provenance  or  pedigree,  or  that  a  numismatic  item  is  struck  or 
produced  in  a  particular  style.  Any  statement  concerning  this  is  a  matter  of  opionion  only. 

All  claims  to  the  contrary  must  be  made  in  writing  to  Superior  within  ten  (10)  days  after  receipt  of  material. 

No  lot  may  be  returned  without  prior  written  consent  of  Superior. 

Questions  regarding  the  minting  of  a  coin  as  a  proof  or  as  a  business  strike  relate  to  the  method  of  manufacture  and  not  to  authenticity. 
If  a  lot  is  to  be  returned,  it  must  be  housed  in  its  original,  sealed  and  unopened  container. 

Late  remittance  or  removal  of  any  lot  from  its  original  container  constitutes  just  cause  for  revocation  of  all  return  privileges  for  any  reason. 

In  the  event  of  a  dispute,  after  Superior  has  settled  with  the  consignor,  purchaser  agrees  that  purchaser’s  sole  remedy  shall  be  as  against 
the  consignor. 

h.  Superior  shall  not  be  bound  by  any  prior,  or  subsequent  opinion,  determination  or  certification  by  any  grading  service  and  lots  are  sold 
und®r*J1  ®  condition  that  any  claims  to  the  contrary  regarding  grading,  authenticity  or  methods  of  manufacture  must  be  made  in  writing  within 
ten  ( 10)  days  of  receipt  of  material. 

j-  ^  descriptions  contained  herein  represent  the  cataloger’s  good  faith  opinion  or  the  opinion  of  a  Grading  Service  where  indicated  as  to 
the  state  of  preservation  and  strike.  Where  an  independent  grading  service  is  utilized,  cataloger  has  provided  the  information  strictly  for  the 
convenience  of  the  mail  bidder.  All  floor  bidders  are  presumed  to  have  viewed  the  lots  bid  upon,  and  warrant  to  Superior  that  they  have  ex¬ 
amined  the  lots.  All  floor  bidders  acknowledge  that  Superior  and  the  auctioneer  will  rely  on  such  warranty,  and  that  the  auctioneer  will  decline 
to  accept  their  bids  if  they  have  not  in  fact  looked  at  the  lot.  No  warranty,  whether  express  or  implied,  including  a  warranty  of  merchantability 
is  made  with  repect  to  any  grading  description  which  is  an  opinion  only  that  is  likely  to  differ,  even  among  experts.  Any  disagreement  as  be¬ 
tween  the  bidder  or  purchaser  and  the  actual  grade  of  the  coin  is,  after  the  date  of  the  sale,  strictly  between  the  purchaser  and  the  grading 
service,  without  recourse  to  Superior  or  to  the  Consignor,  to  the  extent  that  such  service  grants  any  right  to  the  purchaser.  If  the  grading  ser¬ 
vice  grants  no  such  rights,  purchaser  s  remedies  are  limited  as  set  forth  in  these  Terms  of  Sale. 

J'  a?^dmg  0r  condition  of  rare  coins  may  have  a  material  effect  on  the  value  of  the  items  purchased;  and  the  opinion  of  others  (including 
grading  services)  may  differ  with  the  grading  opinions  or  interpretations  of  Superior. 

itemS  Vi!rd  by  ^  purchf er  in  advance  of  a  sale,  even  if  the  sale  is  by  mail,  and  all  lots  bid  upon  by  floor  bidders,  and  all  those 
presenting  Superior  with  a  resale  certificate,  out  of  state  resale  certificate,  or  similar  evidence  is  acting  as  a  dealer  are  final. 

onlv^ln'rflfrl^^11  S^tements  made  ^  superior  and  its  employees  (including  affiliated  and  related  companies)  are  statements  of  opinion 
hjKantS!  ?  warranties  or  representations  of  any  kind,  unless  stated  as  a  specific  written  warranty,  and  no  employee  or  agent  of  superior 
has  authority  to  vary  or  alter  these  terms  of  sale,  any  alteration  shall  be  effective  only  if  in  writing  and  signed  by  an  officer. 

m.  Bidders  shall  have  no  recourse  against  the  consignor  for  any  reason  whatsoever. 

Uie^buve /h as'ta k e^n  nh ifsir a  1°  °Pen  ^  [eas°nab,e  Pr,ce  and  to  withdraw  any  lot  at  any  time,  even  after  the  hammer  has  fallen,  until 

provided  in  the  consi^mTnt  possess,oa  of  the  lob  No  consignor  who  has  registered  to  bid  at  the  sale  (or  at  any  other  time  unless  otherwise 
withdrawn,  evenTShe J  slle  t)’  or  any  buyer  or  ProsPective  bidder  shall  have  a  right  to  claim  any  consequential  damages  if  a  lot  is 


20. 


21. 


Stake^S^^  aJot’  pre/f ence  is  r/"  t0  the  first  bid  received  as  determined  by  the  auctioneer.  A  mail  bid 

reserves  thTright'to  T  ^  3  floorb,dder  mus< '  b'd  higher  than  the  highest  mail  bid  to  be  awarded  any  lot.  Auctioneer 

determine  the  prevailing  bid,  athfs  loirdiscSn"131  ^  reCeiVed’  ^  °pen  the  ,0t  at  any  ,evel  deemed  aPProPriate  by  the  auctioneer  and  to 

Mus  £? “dder  \h°U,d  Certain  bid  the  correct  '<*■  ™d  that  the  bid  is  the  maximum 

present  ,an3  because  "  ***  V™"*  ^  ab,e  10  pay'  BeCauSe  °ther  bidders  (by  mail  a”d  in  Person)  are 

winning  bidder  such  bidder  is  unconditional?^  the  r"omentum  the  sale,  once  the  hammer  has  fallen  and  the  auctioneer  announced  the 
g  uuer,  sucn  Didder  is  unconditionally  bound  to  pay  for  the  lot,  even  if  the  bidder  has  made  a  mistake. 


Terms  of  Sale 


22.  Sales  tax,  if  required  by  law  to  be  collected,  postage,  handling  and  insurance  plus  the  ten  percent  (10%)  Buyer’s  Commission,  and  any  other 
taxes  required  by  law  to  be  charged  or  collected  will  be  added  to  the  invoice  for  any  lot(s)  that  is  invoiced  to  the  successful  bidder.  On  any  tax 
not  paid  by  purchaser  which  should  have  been  paid,  even  if  not  collected  by  Superior  Galleries  by  mistake,  error,  negligence  or  gross  negli¬ 
gence,  purchaser  ap-ees  to  pay  the  same  on  demand  together  with  any  interest  or  penalty  that  may  be  assessed.  Purchaser  grants  to  Superior 
or  its  assigns  the  right  to  offset  any  sums  due,  or  found  to  be  due,  under  these  Terms  of  Sale,  or  any  sums  due  purchaser  by  Superior,  and  to 
make  such  offset  from  any  past,  subsequent  or  future  consignment,  or  items  acquired  by  purchaser  in  possession  or  control  of  Superior  or  any 
affiliated  or  any  related  company,  or  any  sums  due  purchaser  by  Superior,  and  further  grants  Superior  a  purchase  money  security  interest  in 
such  items  to  the  extent  applicable. Purchaser  aggrees  that  Superior  and  its  assigns  shall  be  a  secured  party  with  respect  to  items  of  purchaser 
in  possession  of  Superior  to  the  extent  ot  the  maximum  indebtedness,  plus  all  accrued  expenses,  until  the  indebtedness  is  paid.  Purchaser 
grants  Superior  the  right  to  file  a  purchase  money  security  interest  on  such  items  without  need  for  debtor’s  signature,  and  to  assign  such  in¬ 
terest  to  any  affiliated  or  related  company  or  any  third  party  deemed  appropriate  by  Superior. 

23.  In  the  event  of  a  successful  challenge  to  the  title  to  any  goods  purchased,  the  auctioneer  agrees  to  reimburse  any  purchaser  in  an  amount  equal 
to  the  successful  bid  at  auction  plus  any  buyer’s  commission  paid,  in  full  and  complete  satisfaction  of  all  claims  (which,  once  tendered  by  Su¬ 
perior,  relieves  and  relinquishes  it  from  any  responsibility  whatsoever  to  the  buyer,  even  if  the  instrument  is  not  cashed  or  is  returned,  in  the 
event  that  it  is  determined  that  the  purchaser  has  not  acquired  transferable  title  to  the  lot.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  bidder  expressly  consents 
to  waive  any  claim  for  auctioneer  or  cataloger,  Superior  or  its  affiliated  or  related  companies,  arising  out  of,  or  in  connection  with,  the  sale  or 
regulation,  no  third  party  shall  be  entitled  to  rely  on  any  benefit  or  right  conferred  by  these  terms  and  conditions  of  sale  on  any  bidder  or 
purchaser.  Any  bidder  in  the  sale  availing  themselves  to  this  paragraph  agrees  that  its  use  acts  as  an  assignment  of  their  rights  to  Superior, 
or  its  assigns. 

24.  Title  to  any  lot  remains  with  consignor,  any  secured  party  of  the  Consignor,  or  consignor’s  assigns,  until  the  lot  is  paid  for  in  full.  Superior 
reserves  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  before  delivering  any  lot  to  the  successful  bidder.  It  is  the  buyer’s  responsibility  and  obligation  to 
have  the  lots  fully  insured  while  in  his  or  her  possession.  Risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer.  If  a  dispute  arises  concerning  ownership  of  a  lot  that  has 
been  bid  upon,  Superior  or  any  affiliated  or  related  company  reserves  the  right  to  commence  a  statutory  interpleader  proceeding  at  the  expense 
of  the  consignor  and  successful  bidder  and  any  other  applicable  party,  and  in  such  event  shall  be  entitled  to  its  reasonable  attorney’s  fees. 

25.  In  the  event  a  successful  bidder  fails  to  make  payment  when  due,  Superior  reserves  the  right  to  resell  the  merchandise,  or  to  have  an  affiliated 
or  related  company  do  so,  and  bidder  agrees  to  pay  for  the  reasonable  cost  of  such  a  sale  and  also  to  pay  any  difference  between  the  resale  price 
and  the  previously  disbursements,  including  reasonable  attorney’s  fees.  Such  cataloging  an  item,  and  any  other  reasonable  charges,  including 
securing  opinion  or  counsel  if  necessary.  Any  excess  shall  accrue  to  Superior  as  part  of  the  cost  of  undertaking  the  sale. 

26.  Purchaser  agrees  that  any  claim  or  controversy  arising  out  of  or  relating  to  the  formation,  interpretation  or  performance  of  theseTerms  and 
underlying  transactions  or  the  breach  thereof,  is  subject  to  binding  arbitration  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild,  Inc.,  except  for  any  claim  or  controversy  arising  out  of  non-payment  which  may  be  referred  to  judicial  proceedings  at  the  option  of  Su¬ 
perior.  Arbritration  or  judicial  proceedings  shall  take  place  in  the  County  of  Los  Angeles  and  state  of  California. 

27.  If  the  auction  invoice  is  not  paid  for  in  full  when  due  per  invoice  terms,  the  unpaid  balance  will  earn  interest  at  the  highest  rate  permitted  by 
California  law  until  it  is  paid.  In  the  event  it  exceeds  the  sum  permitted  by  law,  the  same  shall  be  adjusted  to  the  maximum  legal  rate.  If  the 
matter  is  referred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  bidder  agrees  to  pay  all  reasonable  attorneys  fees,  court  costs  and  other  collection  costs  incurred 
by  Superior,  its  assigns,  or  any  affiliated  or  related  company  to  collect  past  due  invoices  and  that  the  service  of  process  by  certified  or  registered 
mail,  return  receipt  requested,  shall  be  sufficient  to  confer  full  “in  personam”  jurisdiction  over  bidder  and/or  any  firm  that  the  bidder  repre¬ 
sents.  Superior  reserves  the  tight  to  assign  its  interest  to  any  third  party. 

28.  All  photographs  in  this  catalogue  are  of  the  actual  items  being  sold  but  may  not  be  the  actual  size. 

29.  Superior  and  the  Auctioneer  reserve  the  right  to  postpone  the  auction  sale  or  any  session  thereof  for  a  reasonable  period  of  time  for  any  reason 
whatsoever,  and  no  bidder  or  prospective  bidder  shall  have  any  claim  as  a  result  thereof,  including  consequential  damages. 

30.  Neither  Superior,  the  Auctioneer,  or  any  affiliated  or  related  company  shall  be  responsible  for  incidential  damages  arising  out  of  any  failure 
of  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  auction  and  sale  or  the  conduct  thereof  and  in  no  event  shall  liabiltiy  for  any  such  failure  exceed  the  purchase 
price  paid. 

31.  The  sole  remedy  that  any  participant  in  the  auction  shall  have,  wheteher  bidding  in  person,  by  mail,  or  through  an  employee  or  agent,  for  any 
claim  or  controversy  arising  out  of  the  auction  shall  be  a  refund  of  the  original  purchase  price  and  premium  paid,  if  any.  Interest  shall  be  paid 
by  Superior  at  a  rate  of  no  greater  than  9  percent  (9%)  per  annum,  up  to  a  maximum  of  six  (6)  years,  unless  the  rules  of  the  Professional  Nu¬ 
mismatists  Guild  provide  for  a  higher  rate  of  interest  or  a  longer  period  of  time,  in  which  case  such  rules  shall  prevail.  A  lower  rate,  or  shorter 
period,  may  be  decided  by  the  arbitrators. 

32.  Upon  payment  of  a  disputed  sum  as  determined  by  the  arbitrators,  or  in  full  at  the  maximum  rates  set  forth  above,  or  at  an  agreed  rate,  Su¬ 
perior,  its  affiliated  or  related  companies,  and  employees  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  released  from  any  and  all  claims  of  the  bidder  arising  out 
of  or  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  such  property.  Buyer  agrees  to  execute  prior  to  delivery  of  any  refund  any  documents  reasonably  requested 
to  effect  the  intent  of  this  paragraph.  Should  the  buyer  decline  to  do  so,  buyer  hereby  grants  to  Superior  a  limited  power  of  attorney  to  uncon¬ 
ditionally  effect  such  release. 

33.  Rights  granted  to  bidders  and  purchasers  under  the  within  Terms  of  Sale  are  personal  and  may  not  be  assigned  or  transferred  to 

any  other  person  or  entity,  wheter  by  operation  of  law  or  otherwise.  Any  attempt  so  to  assign  or  transfer  any  such  rights  shall  be  absolutely 
void  and  unenforceable.  No  third  party  may  rely  on  any  benefit  or  right  conferred  by  theseTerms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  and  Terms  of  Warranty 
on  any  bidder  or  purchaser.  “Purchaser”  shall  mean  the  original  purchaser  of  the  property  from  Superior  and  not  any  subsequent  owner  or 
other  person  who  may  have  to  acquire  an  interest  therein.  If  purchaser  is  an  agent,  the  agency  must  be  disclosed  in  writing  to  Superior  at  the 
time  of  the  sale,  otherwise  the  benefits  of  the  warranty  shall  be  limited  to  the  agent  and  not  transferable  to  the  undisclosed  principal. 


Terms  of  Sale 


34.  Should  any  third  party  attempt  to  utilize  any  warranties  contained  herein,  they  shall  first  give  Superior  thirty  (30)  days  written  notice 
by  Registered  Mail  or  Certified  Mail  Return  Receipt  Requested  during  which  time  Superior  may,  should  it  choose  to  contest  the  third 
party’s  claim,  ask  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  or  the  American  Arbitration  Association  to  appoint  a  panel  of  three  arbitrators 
skilled  in  the  field  to  make  such  a  determination  at  Los  Angeles,  California.  By  seeking  to  use  such  a  remedy,  the  third  party  unequivo¬ 
cally  and  without  reservation  consents  to  binding  arbitration,  and  its  conclusive  and  binding  determination  of  any  alleged  damages  as  a 
sole  and  exclusive  remedy.  With  respect  to  any  other  pertinent  notice  requirements,  venue  and  personal  and  subject  matter  jurisdiction, 
said  third  party  is  bound  to  the  provisions  pertaining  to  bidders,  buyers  and  purchasers,  as  otherwise  provided  for  in  these  Terms  of  Sale. 

35.  If  the  purchaser  fails  to  comply  with  one  or  more  of  these  Terms  and  Conditions  of  Sale  then,  in  addition  to  all  other  remedies  which  it 
may  have  at  law  or  in  equity,  Superior  and  any  affiliated  or  related  company  may,  at  its  sole  option,  either  (a)  cancel  the  sale,  retaining 
as  liquidated  damages  all  payments  made  by  the  purchaser,  it  being  recognized  that  actual  damages  may  be  speculative  or  difficult  to 
compute,  or  (b)  sell  some  or  all  of  the  numismatic  property  of  the  purchaser  held  by  Superior,  in  a  quantity  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of 
Superior  to  satisfy  the  indebtedness,  plus  all  accrued  charges.  More  than  one  such  sale  may  take  place  at  the  option  of  Superior.  Such 
sale  may  take  place  without  notice  to  purchaser;  if  Superior  gives  notice,  it  shall  be  by  regular  mail  to  the  address  utilized  on  the  Bid 
Sheet,  Consignment  Agreement  or  other  address  known  to  the  firm.  Such  sale  will  be  at  Superior’s  standard  commission  rates  at  public 
or  private  sale,  with  or  without  California,  or  at  any  other  location  determined  by  Superior,  at  which  time  (if  the  sale  be  at  auction)  the 
defaulting  party  not  bid  or  be  permitted  to  bid.  The  proceeds  shall  be  applied  first  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  damages  occasioned  by  pur¬ 
chaser’s  breach,  and  then  to  the  payment  of  any  other  indebtedness  owing  to  Superior,  including  without  limitation,  commissions,  han¬ 
dling  charges,  the  expenses  of  both  sales,  reasonable  legal  fees  and  collection  agency  fees  and  any  other  costs  or  expenses  incurred 
hereunder.  If  a  lot  or  numismatic  item  is  not  paid  for,  and  is  sold  by  Superior  for  purchaser’s  account,  in  accordance  with  the  Uniform 
Commerical  code,  Superior  shall  not  be  required  to  account  to  the  purchaser  for  any  excess  proceeds.  Purchaser  is  also  liable  to  Superior 
if  the  proceeds  will  be  remitted  to  the  purchaser  after  first  deducting  the  expenses  set  forth  above.  If  purchaser  fails  to  remit  sums  due 
to  Superior,  purchaser  grants  to  Superior  property  of  purchaser  including  any  future  goods  of  purchaser  coming  into  possession  of  Supe¬ 
rior.  Purchaser  hereby  waives  all  the  requirements  of  notice,  advertisement  and  disposition  of  proceeds  required  by  law. 

36.  Bidding  in  this  sale  constitutes  acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  all  the  foregoing  terms  and  conditions  of  sale. 

37.  By  bidding  in  this  sale  the  bidder  acknowledges  as  follows:  Grading  is  an  art  and  not  a  science.  The  grades  herein  represent  the  opinion 
of  Superior  based  upon  the  firm’s  experience.  It  is  possible  that  two  pwople  will  not  always  grade  the  same  item  alike.  Also,  as  market 
conditions  change,  grading  standards  change,  and  will  most  likely  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future.  Each  bidder’s  own  examination  of  the 
item(s)  should  be  the  criterion  and  not  the  grade  represented  by  another.  In  any  purchase  or  sale,  the  value  of  the  item(s)  is  determined 
by  the  price.  Coins  sealed  in  soft  plastic  holders  are  not  intended  for  long  term  storage.  We  recommend  that  all  coins  be  transferred  inot 
inert  plastic  holders.  Superior  assumes  no  liability  for  numismatic  items  following  the  sale.  Bidders  who  examine  lots  prior  to  the  sale 
assume  liability  for  any  damage  caused  thereto. 


AS  STATED  IN  THE  TERMS  OF  SALE 


Certain  lots  may  be  reserved  by  the  consignor.  If  the  Auctioneer  identifies  a  consignor  bidding  on  his  own 
property  an  announcement  will  be  made  that  the  consignor  is  now  bidding.  If  the  consignor  places  a  bid  in 
the  mail  bid  book  and  is  successful,  the  auctioneer  will  announce  that  the  item  has  been  passed. 


PRICES  REALIZED 


Shortly  after  the  sale  a  listing  of  the  prices  realized  for  this  auction  will  be  published  and  distributed  to  the 

subscribers  of  the  catalog.  Those  lots  which  were  reacquired  by  the  consignor  according  to  Superior’s  records 
will  be  omitted. 


ALL  ABOUT  GRADING  IN  THIS  CATALOG 

There  seems  to  be  a  certain  mentality  which  exists  in  a  segment  of  today's  coin  market  concerning 
numerical  grading.  "If  a  coin  isn't  65  it's  not  worth  owning."  Any  knowledgeable  collector  knows 
otherwise.  This,  coupled  with  Ed's  distaste  for  encapsulation  and  so-called  "precise  third-party 
numerical  grading,”  has  allowed  us  to  take  an  older,  more  traditional  approach  in  assigning  grades 
to  Ed's  Proof  gold  coins. 

Little  controversy  exists  regarding  a  coin's  Proof  status.  It  is  a  method  of  manufacture  which  differs 
from  ordinary  business  strikes,  and  little  disagreement  can  be  found  among  numismatists  whether 
a  Proof  coin  is  Brilliant  Proof,  Choice  Brilliant  Proof  or  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  This  was  the  way  coins 
were  graded  for  over  one  hundred  years.  These  traditional  grades  break  down  to  the  following 
approximations: 

Brilliant  Proof  =  Proof  60  to  62 
Choice  Brilliant  Proof  =  Approximating  Proof  63 
Gem  Brilliant  Proof  =  Approximating  Proof  65 
Superb  Gem  Proof  =  Proof  65+  and  better 

(The  above  standard  was  used  on  all  Proofs,  except  in  the  case  of  Matte  Proofs,  the  word  "Matte"  was 
substituted  for  "Brilliant.") 

By  utilizing  this  system,  we  could  take,  for  example,  a  great  rarity  such  as  the  Quintuple  Stella  or  the 
Bickford  $10,  and  have  no  hesitation  calling  it  what  it  is,  a  gorgeous,  breathtaking,  unequalled  "Gem 
Brilliant  Proof"  coin.  Yet,  if  this  same  coin  were  submitted  to  a  third-party  grading  service,  it  might 
come  back  as  only  Proof  64.  Perhaps  it  was  a  "high  end"  coin  (grading  64++),  but  didn't  meet  their 
criteria  for  Proof  65.  What  a  shame  to  label  it  anything  less  than  "Gem  Brilliant  Proof";  it  was  a  Gem 
Brilliant  Proof  25  years  ago  when  Ed  bought  it,  and  still  is  today! 

However,  in  contrast,  numerical  grades  were  used  on  the  Brilliant  Uncirculated  Indian  Head  gold 
coins  in  this  sale  because  Mint  State  coins  are  business  strike  coins-money  minted  to  be  used  in 
trade.  Placing  a  numerical  grade  on  these  issues  gives  one  a  better  understanding  of  the  exact  state 
of  preservation. 

Numerical  grades  can  be  assigned  to  Ed's  Proof  coins  if  one  wishes.  Both  of  the  leading  third-party 
grading  services,  PCGS  and  NGC,  have  agreed  that  coins  submitted  to  their  respective  services  will 
be  specially  designated  as  being  from  the  Trompeter  Collection. 

*  There  are  no  guarantees  as  to  zvluit  numerical  grade  any  of  the  grading  services  may  or  may  not  assign  any 
particular  coin  in  this  sale. 


A  WORD  ABOUT  THIRD-PARTY  GRADING 
AND  POPULATION  REPORTS 

Ed  Trompeter  is  a  numismatic  enthusiast  from  the  old  school  of  collecting;  he  believes  firmly  in 
safeguarding  his  coins,  but  he  also  enjoys  the  fascination  of  actually  holding  in  his  hand  these  lovely 
Gem  Proof  gold  pieces.  For  this  reason,  Ed  objected  to  the  introduction  of  third-party  grading 
holders  ("slabs"  as  they  are  known  in  the  trade).  Many  of  the  coins  he  purchased  in  recent  years 
through  auction  and  by  private  treaty  had  already  been  encapsulated  in  slabs.  Upon  taking 
possession,  he  simply  broke  them  out  and  discarded  the  holder,  along  with  the  printed  insert.  He 
never  returned  even  a  single  slab  insert  to  the  appropriate  grading  service  for  them  to  ammend  their 
databases.  Therefore,  their  population  figures  are  necessarily  inaccurate  to  this  degree.  That  is  why 
it  is  important  to  adjust  one's  thinking  when  evaluating  a  coin's  listed  census.  The  grading  services 
tried  their  best,  but  in  many  cases,  the  printed  insert  was  not  returned  when  a  coin  was  removed 
from  its  holder.  Because  Ed  knew  his  coins,  their  relative  rarity  and  value  as  well  as  how  to  grade 
them,  he  had  little  need  for  third-party  opinion  concerning  grade  or  current  number  seen.  Advanced 
collectors  rarely  do.  Ed  likes  to  say  he  bought  the  coin,  not  the  plastic,  and  he  knew,  along  with 
everyone  else  who  ever  acquired  choice  Proof  gold,  exactly  how  rare  they  were.  "I  certainly  did  not 
need  a  population  report  to  tell  me  this!" 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Gold  Dollars 


An  Extraordinary  1855  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Lot 

Date  1855 

Grade  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety  Second  type  of  Gold  Dollar,  featuring  a  larger  size  planchet  and  narrower  head  of  Liberty 

(Aug.  1854-56). 

Description  A  resplendent,  spotless  example  of  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  Gold  Dollar  Proofs.  The  devices 

provide  excellent  frosted  contrast  against  the  mirror  field,  making  them  stand  forth  all  the 
more.  Only  moderately  less  rare  than  the  1854  Type  2  (of  which  only  five  Proofs  were  made), 
and  the  only  other  date  of  this  three-year  design  attainable  in  Proof  state.  The  present  speci¬ 
men  is  permanently  identifiable  by  lint  marks  (from  bits  of  fiber  adhering  to  dies  at  striking), 
one  close  to  rim  near  U,  another  hanging  down  from  truncation,  others  in  field  near  RI,  at 
right  foot  of  large  1,  and  near  leaf  point  right  of  date.  These  are  emphatically  not  to  be 
counted  as  defects. 


Historic  Note 


Pedigr  ee 


Possibly  six  to  ten  survivors  are  traceable,  including  those  in  ANS  and  Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion.  From  these  the  grading  services  have  graded  only  a  single  example  (NGC  Proof  64).  On 
the  envelope  in  which  this  Trompeter  coin  came  was  the  notation  “Probably  the  finest  of  7 
known.”  This  may  well  be  true  but  unprovable;  others  have  not  been  available  for  compari¬ 
son.  Auction  records  are  remarkably  few;  pedigree  tracing  on  this  and  other  gold  Proofs  is 
necessarily  incomplete  because  of  the  poor  quality  of  illustrations  in  the  older  catalogues.  One 
of  the  most  pivotal  coins  in  this  or  any  Gold  Dollar  collection! 

Its  pedigree  adds  to  its  significance:  this  is  the  original  Elmer  Sears,  John  H.  Clapp,  Louis  Eli- 
asberg  specimen.  In  the  Ehasberg  catalogue  it  was  called  Another  landmark  Gold  Dollar,  a 
legendary  piece  which  will  be  forever  remembered  in  the  annals  of  the  series. 

Specimens  traced  to  date  include: 

1)  J.P.  Morgan,  ANS. 

2)  Smithsonian  Institution. 

3)  Elmer  Sears  4/09,  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:26,  $62,700  (Oct.  1982,  as  “Gem  Brilliant 
Proof-67”),  Jay  Miller.  The  present  specimen. 

4)  R.E.  Naftzger,  Melish:1743,  J.J.  Pittman. 

5)  Woodin,  Newcomer,  Boyd,  WGC:9,  JF.  Bell,  “Memorable”:9,  Bareford:29,  $46,000 
(Dec.  1978).  Ill.  in  Breen’s  Proofs  book. 


Superior  Galleries 
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i 


6)  Kosoff  (1971),  Jimmy  Hayes,  Norman  Stack  set. 

Jenks:5822  (nick  on  bust  point)  is  not  identified,  nor  is  Roach,  Neil:2303.  Possibly  both  ref¬ 
erences  allude  to  #4  above. 
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Exceptional  1 856  Type  3  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  2 


Date 


1856 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Type  3-  Slanting  5.  Low  date  slanting  up  to  right,  as  on  the  other  Proof  Gold  Dollars  of  this 
date;  faint  clash  marks,  as  on  the  ANS  coin. 

First  year  of  the  new  design  and  especially  attractive  as  such.  Almost  as  rare  as  the  1855.  Iden¬ 
tifiable  by  tiny  shallow  reverse  lint  marks  near  border  at  about  6:00  and  9:00.  I  he  devices 
were  lightly  frosted  at  the  time  the  dies  were  made,  imparting  this  pleasing  contrast  to  the  fin¬ 
ished  coin.  Any  hairlines  are  inconsequential;  and  Liberty’s  faces  is  completely  blemish-free. 

Possibly  eight  are  traceable  today,  including  those  in  institutions.  Only  a  single  Proof  has  been 
graded  by  one  of  the  services  (PCGS  Proof  63). 

Its  pedigree  is  at  least  equally  impressive;  this  is  again  from  the  Clapp  and  Eliasberg  collec¬ 
tions,  originally  from  Matthew  A.  Stickney,  one  of  the  earliest  known  collectors  of  United 
States  coins  (he  obtained  an  1804  dollar  from  the  Mint  in  May  1843  by  trade).  He  may  have 
bought  this  Gold  Dollar  from  the  Mint,  along  with  his  silver  Proof  sets  of  the  period. 

Specimens  traced  to  date  include: 

1)  J.P.  Morgan,  ANS. 

2)  Smithsonian. 

3)  Matthew  Adams  Stickney,  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:31,  Si 0,450  (1982,  as  Choice 
Brilliant  Proof-65”),  “Connoisseur”:259  (1/31/89,  also  as  Proof-65),  $14,300.  The 
present  coin. 

4)  Woodin:856,  Newcomer,  Boyd,  WGC:11,  J.F.  Bell,  “Memorable”:  1 1.  Ill.  in  Breen’s 
Proofs  book. 

5)  Brock,  Univ.  of  Pennsylvania,  P.  H.  Ward.  Possibly  later  to  Lenox  R.  Lohr  and/or 
Auction  ’85:1367  at  $12,650. 

6)  Naftzger,  Melish:1750,  Pittman. 
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Extremely  Rare  1 857  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  3 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1857 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Thin  letters,  low  date.  Early  state,  before  reverse  die  was  repolished;  wreath  tops  join,  extra 
outlines  on  pointed  leaf  right  of  date.  (On  later  strikings,  e.g.  Harry  Einstein  (“Parkyakar- 
kus”)  lot  59,  wreath  tops  are  separate  and  most  of  the  extra  outlines  are  polished  off  the  die.) 

Identifiable  by  several  minute  lint  marks  near  STA.  There  are  also  a  few  light  hairlines,  the 
most  distinguishable  of  which  crosses  the  portrait  between  the  eye  and  ear.  Finer  than  the 
hairlined  specimen  in  Auction  '85:1369;  probably  finer  than  Eliasberg:34. 

Low  quality  illustrations  make  pedigree  tracing  futile,  but  an  estimate  of  ten  survivors  is  rea¬ 
sonable.  Only  a  single  Proof  has  been  graded  by  the  services  (NGC  Proof  63). 
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Handsome  1858  Gold  Dollar  Proof 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Lot  4 

1858 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Low  heavy  date;  only  the  one  pair  of  dies  used  on  Proofs. 

With  impressive  cameo  contrast  between  devices  and  field.  Indeed,  Liberty  is  exquisite  and 
awash  in  satiny  gold  frost,  her  cheek  clean  and  blemish-free,  far  above  even  so-called  common 
date  Proofs  from  the  eighties.  Identifiable  by  a  small  lint  mark  between  CA  and  a  smaller  one 
above  O  of  DOLLAR. 

An  estimate  of  a  dozen  survivors  is  plausible;  at  least  three  are  locked  up  in  museums  and  es¬ 
tates,  several  others  are  nicked  and  scratched.  A  total  of  5  Proofs  have  been  graded  by  the 
services,  the  finest  example  being  Proof  64.  Finer  than  Auction  '84:813  at  $11,550;  at  least 
equal  to  that  in  our  “Connoisseur”  sale  at  $12,100,  or  our  Heifetz  sale,  Oct.  1989,  at 
$17,050. 
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Elusive  1859  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  5 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


1859 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Unlisted  variety:  normal  feathers,  date  not  repunched,  and  placed  higher  than  on  the  reverse 
found  on  other  Proofs  seen  to  date. 


Description  Another  elusive  date  in  Proof.  The  surfaces  display  a  hint  of  toning  as  well  as  a  near-absence 

of  hairlines.  Moreover,  the  devices,  having  been  carefully  frosted  by  the  die  preparer  at  the 
time  of  issue,  shine  with  an  extra  smooth  silky  sheen.  Liberty’s  cheek  is  immaculate;  hence, 
the  Gem  Proof  grade. 

Historic  Note  Out  of  80  originally  struck,  an  unknown  quantity  (the  majority?)  went  to  the  melting  pots  as 

unsold;  out  of  possibly  1 5  traceable  survivors,  the  present  coin  is  one  of  only  four  seen  to  date 
from  these  dies;  the  others  are  ex  Wolfson,  Charles  Jay  (1967),  and  James  &  Margaret  Carter, 
Stack’s  1/15/86:45,  “Connoisseur”:267,  $5,775.  The  third  brought  $14,850  in  Akers’s  section 
of  Auction  ’88.  In  all,  5  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being 
Proof  64. 

Pedigree  Ex  George  H.  Earle  (1912),  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:4l,  at  a  low  $5,775,  with  the  comment 

“The  importance  of  this  opportunity  cannot  be  overemphasized.” 
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Lot  6 


Date 


1860 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Horizontal  spines  from  earlobe. 

Obverse  and  reverse  show  equally  nice  contrast  between  mirror  field  and  raised,  frosted  de¬ 
vices.  The  portrait,  in  particular,  is  impeccable,  it  being  smoothly  contoured  and  free  from 
signs  of  handling.  Clearly,  in  contention  for,  and  almost  assuredly,  the  finest  known. 

Out  of  154  minted,  between  20  and  30  are  deemed  to  survive,  at  least  three  impounded  in 
museums  and  estates,  some  others  impaired.  Most  of  this  mintage  was  almost  certainly 
melted  in  1862.  At  least  in  a  class  with  Garrett:406  at  $9,000,  or  that  in  our  “Connoisseur" 
sale  at  $16,500.  In  all,  13  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  a 
PCGS  Proof  65. 
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Lot  7 


Date 


1861 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Minute  die  file  marks  at  dentils  above  UNI. 

A  resplendent  face  on  Liberty  is  further  enhanced  by  fields  that  are  nothing  short  of  perfec¬ 
tion.  This  one  shows  the  special  care  taken  by  the  Mint  when  striking  Proof  gold  coinage,  for 
it  is  very  impressive. 

Out  of  349  minted,  fewer  than  25  are  believed  to  survive,  some  impounded,  others  impaired. 
David  Akers  calls  this  date  “only  slightly  less  rare  than  those  of  1862,  a  year  in  which  only  35 
Proofs  were  struck."  Aside  from  the  tiny  mark  between  TA  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to 
die),  this  is  at  least  on  a  par  with  Garrett:407  at  $12,500,  or  that  in  our  “Connoisseur”  sale  at 
$15,400.  In  all,  1 1  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  two  being  Proof 
65s. 
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Magnificent  1862  Cameo  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  8 


Date  1862 


Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 
Die  polish  shows  in  ERTY. 

Outstanding  cameo  contrast.  No  one  can  honestly  deny  that  an  1860s  Proof  Gold  Dollar  in 
this  condition,  with  these  surfaces  and  this  overpowering  presence,  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
line  in  terms  of  quality  and  desirability.  Equally  important  is  the  fact  that  so  few  1862  Proofs 
have  been  presented  for  third-party  grading. 

One  of  only  35  struck.  Very  similar  to  Eliasberg:50  at  $8,800,  and  that  in  our  May  1989  sale 
at  $10,450.  Possibly  15  to  20  survive  in  all,  several  impounded,  others  impaired,  very  few  in  a 
class  with  the  present  coin.  In  all,  3  examples  have  been  graded  (all  PCGS),  with  the  finest 
being  a  Proof  65. 
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Extremely  Rare  1 863  Proof  Dollar 


Lot  9 


Date 


1863 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Same  obverse  as  1862;  two  top  leaves  hollow. 

Marks  and  unsightly  hairlines  are  quite  foreign  to  this  Gem  1863  rarity.  There  are  none  to 
impair  its  mirror  surface,  nor  does  anything  take  away  from  the  frosted  devices.  The  effect  of 
this  is  therefore  easy  to  see. 

Out  of  50  struck,  probably  under  15  survive,  several  impounded,  others  impaired.  Records 
$9,350  (Stack’s,  Jan.  1986),  $11,000  (our  “Connoisseur”  sale,  Jan.  1989),  in  very  similar 
quality  to  the  present  coin.  No  distinguishing  marks  obvious  enough  to  enable  identification. 
In  all,  5  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  each  example  a  Proof  64. 
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Highly  Important  1864  Proof  Dollar 


Lot  10 


Date  1 864 

Grade  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety  Same  obverse  as  1862,  repolished  (note  die  polish  below  ear);  heavy  date,  64  touching,  mi¬ 

nutely  further  right  than  on  business  strikes  (which  have  6  4  apart). 

Description  Identifiable  by  a  tiny  mark  just  right  of  right  ribbon  end,  from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die 

at  striking.  As  is  clear  from  the  population  census  which  follows  in  the  Historic  Note,  1864  is 
one  of  the  most  important  Proof  Gold  Dollars  in  terms  of  overall  rarity.  Then,  too,  in  this 
condition,  with  these  stellar  surfaces,  the  present  coin  may  very  well  rank  as  the  finest  known. 
Superb. 

Historic  Note  Apparently  rarer  than  the  1863,  as  there  are  far  fewer  auction  records,  none  recent  enough  to 

provide  a  reasonable  basis  for  estimating  value.  Neither  Eliasberg  nor  our  “Connoisseur”  sale 
had  a  Proof  of  this  date,  but  a  list  of  major  Gold  Dollar  auctions  lacking  it  would  be  pages 
long.  Only  a  single  example  has  been  graded  by  the  services,  it  grading  Proof  63  (PCGS). 
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Dazzling  1865  Gem  Proof  Dollar 


Lot  1 1 


Date 


1865 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Original,  struck  March  8.  Low  level  date  (repolished  die  of  business  strikes). 


Description  Identifiable  by  a  tiny  almond-shaped  mark  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking?), 

not  visible  at  all  angles,  not  obvious  at  any.  Dazzlingly  bright  for  such  an  early  date,  and  a 
coin  that  has  been  carefully  handled  since  the  day  it  was  sold.  Because  its  surfaces  are  so 
bright,  the  cameo  contrast  is  more  stunning  than  usual.  Liberty,  in  particular,  is  a  joy  to  be¬ 
hold;  her  face  blemish-free  and  with  the  surrounding  field  as  watery  and  deep  as  any  demand¬ 
ing  buyer  could  want. 

Historic  Note  Out  of  25  Proofs,  possibly  15  survive,  some  impounded,  some  impaired,  very  few  in  the  qual¬ 

ity  level  of  this  one.  The  Ely,  Garrett  coin  brought  $17,000  over  a  decade  ago;  two  in  our 
Connoisseur  sale,  $25,300  and  $26,400.  In  all,  5  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  serv¬ 
ices,  with  the  finest  one  being  PCGS  Proof  65. 
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Lot  12 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1866 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Only  the  one  variety;  few  faint  die  file  marks  slant  down  to  left  from  curl  above  and  left  of 
ear. 

Minor  hairlines  on  the  obverse,  but  these  are  more  than  made  up  for  by  the  deep  mirrors, 
strong  frost  on  the  devices,  and  bright,  fresh  color.  Because  of  its  low  original  mintage  and 
consequent  low  survival  numbers,  an  1866  in  this  condition  is  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
condition  census. 

One  of  only  30  minted;  about  the  same  number  of  auction  sales  as  the  1863,  possibly  slightly 
rarer.  Records  $14,830,  Stack’s,  Oct.  1988;  $25,300,  our  “Connoisseur”  sale.  In  all,  7  exam¬ 
ples  have  been  graded  by  PCGS  (none  by  NGC),  with  the  finest  being  a  Proof  66. 
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Lot  13 


Date 


1867 


Grade 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Only  the  one  variety;  obverse  of  1866. 

Boldly  struck  throughout,  including  knife  edges  especially  on  the  reverse.  The  devices,  being 
delicately  frosted,  give  a  nice  two-tone  contrast  to  the  entire  coin,  not  overly  powering,  but 
instead  aesthetically  pleasing. 

Out  of  50  struck,  possibly  as  many  as  18  survive,  some  impounded,  some  impaired.  In  all,  7 
examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  a  PCGS  Proof  65.  Norweb’s 
brought  $8,250;  one  in  our  Oct.  1989  Heifetz  sale,  $9,900. 

Ex  Amon  G.  Carter,  Jr.  Jan  1984,  lot  502. 
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Extremely  Rare  1 868  Proof  Dollar 


Lot  14 


Date 


1868 


Grade 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Same  obverse  as  1867;  reverse,  long  die  file  marks  from  dentils  about  1:00.  Reverse  die  in 
medal  alignment  (opposite  to  normal  U.S.  coins);  also  known,  more  rarely  still,  with  normal 
die  alignment. 

Identifiable  by  a  tiny  mark  in  outer  reverse  field  about  7:30.  An  attractive  example,  well 
struck  and  mark-free  besides  being  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Liberty  has  a  light  satin  finish,  as  does 
the  wreath;  and  both  provide  two-tone  contrast  to  the  mirror  background. 

Only  25  minted,  Feb.  25.  About  as  rare  as  the  1867,  but  long  unappreciated.  Records  $6,825 
in  our  June  1988  sale;  $11,000  in  our  Heifetz  sale.  Only  a  single  Proof  example  has  been 
graded  (PCGS  Proof  63),  implying  that  1868  has  an  extremely  low  survival  rate. 
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Fabulous  Proof  1869  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  1 5 


Date 


1869 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Same  obverse  as  1868,  now  with  die  polish  below  ear;  reverse,  few  faint  dispersed  die  stria- 
tions  near  LLAR,  as  made  (mentioned  in  the  Breen  Proof  book). 


Description 


Historic  Note 


A  coin  having  an  appreciable  advantage  over  the  few  other  Proof  1869s  offered  in  recent  years 
in  being  better  struck  than  most  and  free  from  the  typical  hairlining.  As  with  other  dates 
minted  in  the  1860s,  the  devices  are  satiny  frosted,  light  and  not  overbearing.  This  gives  the 
coin  a  pleasing  two-tone  contrast  between  fields  and  devices. 

Out  of  only  25  minted,  Feb.  19,  1869,  possibly  as  many  as  15  survive.  Unappreciated,  like 
the  1867-8.  Records  $7,500,  Paramount,  Nov.  1980;  $8,800,  our  Heifetz  sale.  In  all,  5  exam¬ 
ples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  a  pair  of  Proof  64s  (one  each, 
PCGS  and  NGC). 
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Candidate  for  Finest  Known 


Lot  16 


Date 


1870 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Same  obverse  as  1869,  now  with  die  polish  marks  within  feathers;  die  polish  has  weakened 
top  leaves  and  tassels;  scattered  die  striations  within  wreath,  as  made. 

A  coin  with  genuinely  pleasing  surfaces,  and  contrast  between  devices  and  mirror  field.  1  here 
are  no  blemishes,  no  rim  nicks,  no  problems;  but  instead,  splendid  luster,  splendid  strike,  and 
splendidly  natural  color. 

Only  35  minted  (25  on  Feb.  3,  10  on  June  1).  Fewer  than  20  are  believed  to  survive;  fewer 
still  can  equal  or  exceed  the  present  coin,  which  is  liner  than  Ehasbergs  at  $5,500  (198*.). 
Fewer  than  15  auction  records  since  1972,  some  of  them  undoubtedly  reappearances  ol  the 
same  coins.  In  all,  3  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  finest  being  a  PCGS  Proof  64. 

Ex  Amon  Carter  Jr.:505  at  $4,950  (1984). 
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Another  Candidate  for  Finest  Known 


Lot  17 


i 


Date 


1871 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Same  obverse  as  1870,  the  die  lines  at  curl  weaker,  top  feather  incomplete;  faint  die  striations 
slant  down  to  right  within  wreath,  as  made. 

Stronger  cameo  contrast  than  many.  This  includes  golden  frost  on  the  portrait  and  lettering, 
as  well  as  resplendent  color  on  the  reverse  wreath.  As  with  other  dates  from  this  period,  be¬ 
cause  mintages  were  so  small  to  begin  with,  only  one  or  two  top-end  examples  remain.  And 
the  present  1871  Gem  Proof  is  among  the  handsomest  to  come  to  market. 

Identifiable  by  lint  marks  and  similar  signs  of  foreign  matter  adhering  to  dies:  one  each  on 
cheek  near  ear,  on  throat,  in  field  near  (C)A,  and  within  wreath  above  R. 

Only  30  minted,  Feb.  20;  a  little  over  half  are  believed  to  survive,  some  damaged.  Consider¬ 
ably  finer  than  the  Harlan  P.  Smith,  John  H.  Clapp,  Louis  Eliasberg  coin  which  reappeared  in 
our  Connoisseur  sale  at  $9,900  (1989).  In  all,  3  PCGS  Proof  64  (possibly  the  same  coin) 
examples  have  been  graded,  with  none  higher  or  lower. 
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Outstanding  1872  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Lot  18 

1872 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Obverse  as  in  1871;  wreath  tops  joined,  filled  O  and  2. 

Identifiable  by  lint  marks  (as  made),  at  earlobe,  between  bases  of  S  O,  and  scattered  on  and 
around  right  branch  (use  a  strong  magnifying  glass).  Excellent  cameo  contrast  on  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse,  giving  the  coin  a  special  vibrancy  rarefy  found  even  on  gem  quality  U.S. 
gold.  Better  still,  the  portrait  is  superb.  There  are  no  distracting  hairlines  to  mar  its  splendor. 
At  best,  it  is  not  easy  to  single  out  one  Trompeter  Proof  Gold  Dollar  from  the  rest.  However, 
those  looking  to  buy  a  first-class  example  should  examine  the  present  1872  to  see  how  far 
above  average  it  truly  is. 

30  minted,  Feb.  3,  but  much  harder  to  find  than  1871.  Possibly  13  to  17  survive.  Finer  than 
Brand  11:683,  which  brought  a  record  $7,370  (June  1984).  In  all,  3  examples  have  been 
graded  (PCGS),  with  the  finest  being  Proof  63. 
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Sparkling  Proof  1873  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  19 


1873 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Closed  3.  Incomplete  top  feather,  but  apparently  not  the  1866-72  die  as  it  does  not  show  the 
die  hie  marks  from  ringlet  near  ear;  die  polish  in  other  feathers,  dentils  spaced  apart. 

The  plurality  of  the  12  to  13  survivors  show  lint  marks,  including  this  one  (on  cheek  and 
throat,  near  chin  and  C(A),  and  near  large  1);  these  are  not  to  be  counted  as  defects,  as  they 
come  from  extraneous  matter  adhering  to  dies  at  striking.  Otherwise,  everything  is  bold,  and 
very  close  to  the  gem  class.  Liberty,  in  particular,  is  nice  and  frosty  against  the  reflective  field. 

Only  25  minted,  Feb.  18.  Long  one  of  the  most  underrated  of  all  gold  dollars;  thanks  to 
Harry  X  Boosel,  it  has  become  one  of  the  more  celebrated  rarities  in  the  series.  Finer  than  Eli- 
asberg’s  at  $6,600  (1982),  or  even  the  Garrett  coin  at  $8,500.  (Neither  of  the  major  grading 
services  has  graded  an  1873  Proof  Gold  Dollar.) 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 

Historic  Note 
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Sharp  Cameo  Proof  1874  Dollar 


Lot  20 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 

Historic  Note 


1874 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Full  LIBERTY,  obvious  die  file  mark  in  field  above  D;  date  normally  placed,  long  lump  on 
lower  part  of  right  ribbon  just  before  it  forks.  First  seen  from  these  dies. 

Many  of  the  characteristics  of  a  gem  coin,  including:  full  strike  throughout;  deep,  watery  mir¬ 
ror  fields;  and  strong  contrast  between  the  cameo  devices  and  reflecting  background. 

One  of  only  20  minted,  Feb.  14.  Undervalued  compared  to  1875  and  1878,  because  there  are 
a  profusion  ol  uncirculated  specimens  for  date  collectors.  Despite  its  scattered  lint  marks, 
finer  than  Eliasberg’s  at  $7,700  (1982),  or  Garrett’s  at  $18,000,  but  those  were  from  other 
dies.  (Neither  of  the  major  grading  services  has  graded  an  1874  Proof  Gold  Dollar,  a  revealing 
statistic  to  say  the  least.) 
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Famous  1875  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Lot  21 


1875 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

From  the  same  dies  as  other  Proofs:  some  die  polish  at  ERT  and  eye,  no  spine  down  from 
chin,  bows  clear  (not  filled). 

Identifiable  by  Rshaped  reverse  lint  mark  below  knot,  others  on  lower  wreath.  Light  natural 
toning  has  formed,  thus  providing  added  charm  to  an  already  beautiful  appearance.  This 
beauty  is  further  enhanced  by  near  perfection  in  the  fields,  a  lack  of  hairlines,  and  an  overall 
look  ol  excellence.  Moreover,  Liberty  and  the  wreath,  for  their  parts,  gleam  with  two-tone 
contrast.  It  is  plain  to  us  that  both  of  these  devices  were  carefully  prepared  at  the  time  the  dies 
were  made,  and  the  resultant  frost  imparted  to  the  coin. 

One  of  the  most  renowned  and  highly  coveted  of  Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollars.  Out  of  only 
“0  minted,  Feb.  13,  lewer  than  10  are  thought  to  survive,  aside  from  prooflike  Uncs.  often 
sold  as  Proofs.  In  all,  4  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  a 
PCGS  Proof  65.  (Mention  should  be  made  of  the  small  number  of  business  strike  1875  Gold 
Dollars,  as  well,  since  only  400  pieces  were  issued.  This  created  what  has  long  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  rarest  Gold  Dollar;  in  fact,  with  the  combined  mintage  of  Proofs  and  business 
strikes,  1875  is  considered  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  American  gold  coinage.)  Previous  re¬ 
cords  lor  this  date,  Stack’s  1/15/86:70  at  $37,400;  Akers’s  section  of  Auction  '89  at  $35,200. 

Ex  Auction  ’90:1773,  at  $38,000. 
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A  Stunning  1876  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  22 


Date 


1876 


Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

From  the  same  dies  as  other  Proofs:  no  rust  pit  on  neck;  date  slants  minutely  down  (top  of  1 
slightly  nearer  to  L  than  6  is  to  A). 

Truly  a  stunning  coin,  no  matter  how  you  judge  it.  From  top  to  bottom  the  surfaces  glow 
with  golden  brilliance;  brilliance  that  is  further  benefited  by  the  devices  being  highly  frosted 
and  the  mirror  fields  being  deeply  reflective.  While  several  1876  Gold  Dollar  Proofs  have 
been  seen  by  the  PCGS  grading  service  (none  by  NGC),  this  one  easily  outdistances  them.  A 
razor-sharp  wire  edge  around  both  obverse  and  reverse  rims  attests  to  the  bold  strike. 

Only  45  minted  (20  on  Feb.  19,  25  on  June  13);  possibly  20  to  25  remain.  The  present  coin 
is  likely  one  of  the  June  13  strikings,  as  it  is  from  a  drastically  repolished  obverse  die;  the  extra 
outlines  on  UNI  MERICA  and  the  die  file  mark  at  AM  have  all  been  polished  off  the  die, 
and  several  feathers  are  defective,  as  on  Dr.  Jerry  Buss:  1682.  Records  $12,650  and  $23,100  in 
our  Heifetz  sale,  Oct.  1989.  In  all,  8  examples  have  been  graded  (PCGS),  with  six  of  them 
tied  for  finest  in  Proof  64.  The  6  examples  graded  by  PCGS  might  be  only  a  few  coins  being 
reslabbed  for  a  higher  grade. 
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Glittering  Proof  1877  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  23 


Date 

1877 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

No  extra  outlines  on  letters;  dentils  well  apart;  die  polish  below  ear;  a  dusting  of  rust  pits  on 
jaw,  cheek,  and  neck,  differently  located  than  on  business  strikes.  Reverse:  Date  slants  slightly 
up  to  right;  extra  outlines  on  wreath  and  1  DOLLAR. 

Description 

Identifiable  by  a  lint  mark  at  border  just  beyond  right  ribbon  end.  Dazzling;  bold;  pleasing  to 
the  eye:  three  attributes  that  place  this  1877  well  in  advance  of  the  majority  of  Gold  Dollar 
Proofs  that  have  been  offered  in  recent  times.  Besides  being  fully  struck,  the  coin  displays  wire 
rims,  delightful  fields  lacking  annoying  hairlines,  and  high  contrast  between  devices  and 
fields.  In  short,  it  is  a  standout. 

Historic  Note 

One  of  only  20  minted  (10  each  on  Feb.  24  and  May  31),  of  which  possibly  14  survive,  some 
impaired.  Garretts  brought  $12,500  a  dozen  years  ago;  one  in  our  Heifetz  sale,  $11,550.  In 
all,  4  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  an  NGC  Proof  65. 
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Extremely  Rare  1 878  Proof 


Lot  24 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


1878 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Extra  outlines  on  UNITE  MERICA  and  lower  part  of  device;  scattered  rust  pits  at  curl  be¬ 
hind  eye,  below  ear,  and  on  neck.  Reverse:  Extra  outlines  on  left  wreath,  bows,  ribbons,  and  1 
DOLLAR;  wreath  tops  not  joined;  right  top  leaf  hollow;  DO  and  final  8  filled. 

A  few  light  hairlines,  but  none  are  distracting,  none  impair  the  overall  splendid  appearance. 
Indeed,  were  it  not  for  these  minor  imperfections,  we  would  have  graded  it  an  uncompromis¬ 
ing  Gem.  For  without  a  doubt  it  is  a  gleaming,  two-tone  jewel.  Sharp  wire  edges  also  give  an 
indication  as  to  how  well  it  was  struck. 

One  of  only  20  minted,  Feb.  9.  Far  fewer  auction  records  than  for  1875  or  1877,  despite 
equal  mintage.  None  in  the  Garrett  collection!  One  in  our  “Coinnoisseur”  sale,  Jan.  1989 
brought  $9,350;  another  $13,200  in  our  Heifetz  sale,  Oct.  1989.  In  all,  7  examples  have  been 
graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  a  PCGS  Proof  65. 

Ex  N.M.  Kaufman:647;  the  “tack  marks”  affect  only  the  reverse  knife  rim  at  top  and  bottom. 
The  RARCOA  cataloguer  thought  enough  of  this  piece  to  illustrate  it  both  in  text  and  on 
Color  Plate  III. 
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Gorgeous  Proof  1 879  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  25 


Date 

1879 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

State  I.  Die  polish  obliterates  ER  and  parts  of  B  T;  DO  A  and  9  filled;  crisscross  lines  in  left 
bow,  horizontal  die  file  mark  in  right  bow. 

Description 

Spectacular  surfaces  for  a  Gold  Dollar  Proof:  bright  and  flashy,  free  from  impairment,  and  of¬ 
fering  genuine  cameo  contrast.  Whichever  mint  technician  struck  this  gem  should  have  been 
given  an  award  for  excellence. 

Historic  Note 

One  of  only  30  minted  (20  on  Jan.  23,  10  on  Nov.  22);  the  present  coin  is  evidently  one  of 
the  20  struck  in  January  for  the  Proof  sets.  Fewer  auction  appearances  than  one  would  expect 
from  the  mintage.  Garrett’s  brought  $9,300.  In  all,  2  examples  have  been  graded  (both 
PCGS),  with  the  finest  a  Proof  64  specimen. 
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Incomparable  1880  Proof  Gold  Dollar 


Lot  26 


Date 


1880 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

No  die  file  marks  at  ATES:  die  scratch  next  to  eye,  rust  pit  before  ear,  no  extra  outlines  on  de¬ 
vice  or  letters.  Reverse:  Low  date,  traces  of  repunching  within  first  8. 

Strong  cameo  contrast,  sparkling  surfaces,  and  beautiful,  hairline-free  fields.  Having  this  in 
mind,  it  should  come  as  no  surprise  that  there  have  been  so  few  1880  Gold  Dollars  submitted 
for  third-party  grading.  This  may  well  be  the  finest  extant;  it  is  certainly  in  contention  for  the 

record. 

One  of  only  36  minted  (20  on  Feb.  14;  16  in  late  September).  The  die  state  suggests  that  this 
is  one  of  the  20  made  in  February  for  the  Proof  sets.  Underrated  because  prooflike  Uncs.  were 
hoarded  in  quantity  by  Brand,  Charles  E.  Green,  and  others,  and  some  have  been  sold  as 
Proofs.  Real  Proofs,  like  this  one,  are  always  in  great  demand:  Garretts  brought  $8,730;  one 
in  a  May  1981  Ivy  sale,  $9,900;  and  one  in  our  “Connoisseur  auction,  Jan.  1989,  $14,850. 
In  all,  8  examples  have  been  graded  (exclusively  PCGS),  with  the  finest  being  Proof  65. 
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Lot  27 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1881 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Unlisted  variety:  Obverse  of  1882,  extra  outlines  on  letters  and  truncation,  faintly  on  rear 
feathers.  Date  further  to  right,  die  file  marks  within  first  8  at  left;  wreath  tops  apart. 

Absolutely  a  jewel  of  a  coin,  rich  with  cameo  contrast  and  glowing  with  infinite  depth  in  the 
fields.  The  cheek  is  pristine;  the  contrast,  unimprovable.  Now,  there  is  reason  for  maintaining 
that  such  a  coin  has  to  be  among  the  finest  known,  and  may  indeed  be  the  finest  1881  Gold 
Dollar  Proof  in  existence. 

One  of  only  87  minted.  Record  $14,300  in  our  “Connoisseur"  sale.  In  all,  11  examples  have 
been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  Proof  63. 
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Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Lot  28 

1882 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Same  obverse  as  1881;  date  slants  up  to  right,  clear  2,  die  file  marks  slant  up  to  right  in  sec¬ 
ond  8. 

Unlike  the  general  run  of  Proof  Gold  Dollars,  this  1882  stands  head  and  shoulders  above  the 
competition  when  it  comes  to  strike,  surfaces,  color,  or  state  of  preservation.  The  devices,  in 
particular,  are  resplendent;  as  bright  and  fresh  as  if  the  coin  had  been  struck  only  this  morn¬ 
ing. 

One  of  only  125  minted.  Record  $11,000,  Stack’s,  March  1980.  In  all,  36  examples  have 
been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  a  single  Proof  66. 
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Lot  29 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1883 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Rust  in  hair  behind  ear;  die  polish  at  eye;  extra  outlines  at  U  ICA  and  truncation.  Reverse: 
Repunched  883.  Apparently  an  early  state  of  B-2,  the  rarer  of  the  two  varieties  known  on 
Proofs  of  this  date. 

Satiny  smooth  devices  are  fresh  and  blemish-free.  Combined  with  superb  mirror  surfaces, 
they  give  the  coin  a  lovely  two-tone  appearance,  as  lovely  as  any  Gold  Dollar  Proof  on  the 
market  today.  Although  a  number  of  high-grade  examples  have  been  seen  by  the  grading  serv¬ 
ices,  this  one  clearly  ranks  close  to  the  top. 

The  mintage  of  207  has  not  prevented  this  date  from  going  high:  Stack’s,  May  1989, 
$21,450;  Bowers  &  Merena,  Nov.  1989,  $18,700.  In  all,  33  examples  have  been  graded  by 
the  services,  with  the  finest  four  tied  for  Proof  66. 
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Date 


1884 


Lot  30 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Double  date,  intermediate  state.  Forms  a  minority  of  the  1,006  Proofs;  most  are  from  later 
states  showing  little  or  none  of  the  traces  of  repunching  on  18,  while  other  varieties  are  from 
repolished  dies  of  business  strikes. 

A  gorgeous  example,  replete  with  mint  flash  and  enhanced  by  its  featuring  two-tone  contrast 
between  devices  and  fields.  As  with  other  dates  in  the  Trompeter  Gold  Dollar  collection,  this 
1884  was  consciously  selected  for  its  overall  high  quality.  This  is  evident  in  an  absence  of 
marks  or  hairlines  or  other  impairment,  and  an  abundance  ol  silky  luster  on  the  devices  and 
bold  definition. 

Many  survivors  are  impaired  from  use  as  jewelry  during  a  fad,  ca.  1882-89.  Records  ol 
$15,400  in  a  Bowers  &  Merena  sale,  Nov.  1989;  $41,000  in  Heritage,  March  1989.  In  all,  41 
examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  two  tied  lor  finest  in  Prool  67  (one  each, 

NGC  and  PCGS). 
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Date 


1885 


Lot  31 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Die  polish  at  eye  and  below  ear;  extra  outlines  on  truncation  and  letters  (weakest  at  NITE); 
dentils  apart  above  ATES  OF  AMER.  Reverse:  Extra  outlines  on  1  DOLLAR,  outer  wreath, 
ribbon  ends,  bows,  and  lower  inner  wreath;  wreath  tips  not  joined. 

Pale  toning  is  incapable  of  obscuring  the  superb  fields  and  devices.  Instead,  it  enlarges  what  is 
already  a  wide  expanse  of  beauty.  The  devices  are  nicely  frosted  and  also  show  excellent  pres¬ 
ervation.  It  has  been  our  observation  that  only  one  in  a  hundred  U.S.  gold  Proofs  retain  such 
originality.  And  only  one  in  a  thousand  U.S.  collectors  will  ever  be  fortunate  enough  to  place 
an  1885  Proof  of  this  caliber  In  their  collection. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  mark  from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die  just  below  truncation,  and 
curved  lint  mark  above  (A)R. 

A  total  of  1,105  were  minted.  Finer  than  Norweb:1926.  Auction  records  include  $20,900  in 
our  “Connoisseur”  sale,  Jan.  1989;  $25,300  in  our  section  of  Auction  1989;  and  $29,700  in 
Christies  sale,  May  1989.  In  all,  75  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  six  tied 
for  finest  in  Proof  66. 
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Lot  32 


Date 


1886 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Only  minute  traces  of  extra  outlines,  plainest  at  truncation;  dentils  well  apart  especially  at  top 
and  right.  Reverse:  Filled  6;  extra  outlines  on  wreath  and  1  DOLLAR. 

Light  hairlines.  These  are  nearly  invisible  and  are  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  natural 
toning  and  excellent  strike.  Devices  show  moderate  amounts  oi  frosting,  and  give  the  coin  its 
delicate  two-tone  look. 

Out  of  1,016  minted,  many  were  scratched  up  by  the  Coin  and  Medal  Clerk  of  the  Mint, 
who  was  later  fired;  the  story  is  in  Breen’s  Proofs  book,  pp.  181-2.  The  present  coin  fortu¬ 
nately  escaped  that  fate.  Records  $12,650  in  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  89,  and  $14,300  in 
Bowers  &  Merena’s  Nov.  1989  sale.  In  all,  60  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with 
three  tied  for  finest  in  Proof  66. 
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Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Lot  33 

1887 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Extra  outlines  on  U  S  OF  AMERICA  and  truncation;  die  polish  at  eye  and  below  ear.  Re¬ 
verse:  Extra  outlines  on  1  DOLL-R  and  wreath  except  at  inner  right;  7  entirely  below  A. 

Flashy  yellow-gold  color  and  bold  devices.  Furthermore,  the  devices  seem  to  stand  out  in 
sharp  relief  due  to  their  frosted  appearance.  Against  the  mirror  field  they  appear  as  rare  cameo 
jewels.  And  that  is  what  this  coin  is:  a  rare  cameo  jewel  for  some  astute  gold  connoisseur  to 
bid  on. 

Of  the  1,043  minted,  many  are  mutilated  from  use  by  the  jewelry  trade.  Auction  records  in¬ 
clude  one  in  Paramount’s  session  of  Auction  '85  at  $10,175,  $10,500  in  the  Vintage  sale  of 
Jan.  1988,  and  $14,000  in  the  Heritage  sale,  March  1989.  In  all,  53  examples  have  been 
graded  by  the  services,  with  four  tied  for  finest  in  Proof  66. 
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Lot  34 


Date 


1888 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Die  polish  at  eye  and  obliterating  part  of  E  and  all  of  RT;  light  extra  outlines  at  CA.  Reverse: 
High  date,  8’s  below  L’s,  top  right  leaf  hollow,  gap  in  leaf  just  r.  of  ribbon  bow;  extra  outlines 
on  outer  left  wreath  and  ribbon  ends,  wreath  tops  apart.  Identifiable  by  a  tiny  lint  mark  pro¬ 
truding  from  throat,  another  in  held  near  C. 

Resplendent  with  bright  yellow-gold  color  and  sparkling  luster  that  almost  blinds.  The  fields 
are  immaculate.  So,  too,  are  the  devices,  which  received  a  goodly  quotient  ol  luster  at  the 
time  the  die  maker  prepared  them.  There  are  very  few  Gold  Dollars  remaining  with  this  ones 

impressive  appearance. 

Despite  a  mintage  of  957  (many  impaired),  this  date  has  high  auction  records:  Norweb’s, 
$13,750;  our  “Connoisseur”  sale  at  $23,100;  and  $22,000  in  our  section  ol  Auction  89.  In 
all,  74  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  two  tied  lor  finest  in  Prooi  66. 
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Lot  35 


Date 


1889 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Unlisted.  Die  polish  at  eye  and  below  ear  and  partly  obliterating  ER;  extra  outlines  at  S  OF 
AMERICA.  Reverse:  Low  date  slants  slightly  down  to  right.  Extra  outlines  on  1  DOLLAR 
and  entire  wreath.  Faint  wavy  die  crack  joins  tops  of  wreath  above  where  tassels  join  (first  no¬ 
ticed  in  1982  ANA:  1003). 

Lightly  toned,  underneath  which  reside  beautiful  devices  that  are  bold  and  problem-free. 
Other  than  for  a  few  minute  hairlines,  the  fields  are  deeply  mirrored  and  superb  throughout. 
Identifiable  by  a  lint  mark  in  field  above  DO,  as  made  (fiber  adhering  to  die  at  striking). 

Supposedly  1,779  minted,  but  much  rarer  in  Proof  state  than  the  last  few  dates;  evidently 
many  were  either  melted  or  spent.  Records  $14,300  in  our  May  1987  sale,  $13,200  in  our 
“Connoisseur”  sale,  Jan.  1989.  Far  finer  than  Garrett’s  at  $6,500  (1979).  In  all,  41  examples 
have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  a  PCGS  Proof  67. 

Ex  Amon  Carter,  Jr.  Jan.  1984.  Lot  527,  $4950. 
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The  Exquisite  John  G.  Mills  Collection  1856  Quarter  Eagle 


Lot  36 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigr  ee 


1856 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  slants  up  to  right;  few  light  die  file  marks  near  6th  star;  right  line  of  second  vertical 
stripe  in  shield  very  thin.  These  dies  are  not  found  on  business  strikes. 

Identifiable  by  a  tiny  lint  mark  above  left  curve  of  6,  and  an  infinitesimal  spot  below  lovelock; 
reverse  also  shows  a  mark  on  raised  rim  below  numerator,  from  foreign  matter  adhering  to 
die.  A  legendary  rarity!  And  offering  the  viewer  a  superb  picture  of  coinage  art  at  its  finest. 
Not  only  are  the  fields  deeply  mirrored,  but  they  are  splendidly  offset  by  richly  frosted  de¬ 
vices.  Both  Liberty  and  the  eagle  stand  out  from  the  background  as  if  in  extra  high  relief. 

Two  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  grading  services,  both  Proof  65s.  We  have  reason  to 
believe  this  is  the  same  coin. 

Finer  of  only  two  known;  no  rumor  of  a  third.  Pedigrees  and  auction  records  follow. 

1)  John  G.  Mills:575  (1904),  J.  C.  Mitchelson,  March  1908  to  John  H.  Clapp,  1942  to 
Louis  Eliasberg;  Eliasberg:  174  at  $24,200;  our  Worrell  Family  sale,  May  30,  1989,  at 
$68,750.  The  present  coin. 

2)  A.  Reimers:840  (H.  Chapman,  July  1922),  Waldo  Newcomer,  F.C.C.  Boyd, 
WGC:124,  J.F.  Bell,  “Memorable”:  1 16,  “R,”  Wolfson:l68,  Ullmer:363,  $30,000,  T. 
Henry  Allen:718,  $17,000  (Stack’s  2/77),  Superior  2/91:2673,  $57,750,  where 
identified  by  the  consignor  as  ex  Eliasberg. 
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Remarkable  1857  Quarter  Eagle.  The  Woodin  Specimen 


Lot  37 


Date 

1857 

Grade 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

Low  date  slanting  slightly  up  to  right;  tiny  rust  pits  on  raised  rim,  one  left  of  date,  the  other 
below  5;  another  on  neck  just  r.  of  lovelock.  Reverse  of  1856  Proofs. 

Description 

Identifiable  by  curved  lint  mark  in  field  below  chin,  other  much  smaller  ones  below  3rd  star. 
Knife-rim  plain  at  left  obverse,  nearly  complete  on  reverse.  And  the  best  news  is  that  this  is  in 
exceptional  state  of  preservation,  handled  with  kid  gloves  ever  since  the  day  it  was  made.  The 
entire  coin  is  bright  and  fresh  looking,  as  if  it  left  the  dies  only  this  morning.  Moreover,  the 
devices  received  a  full  frosting,  thus  giving  them  true  cameo  contrast  against  the  mirror  reflec¬ 
tion  of  the  field. 

Historic  Note 

Another  legendary  rarity;  only  one  known,  a  second  rumored,  and  none  graded  by  either 
PCGS  or  NGC. 

Pedigree 

Ex  Woodin:999,  private  collections,  Judge  Thomas  L.  Gaskill,  New  Netherlands  48:288, 
Norweb:2035,  $61,600. 
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The  Famed  Ten  Eyck  1858  Quarter  Eagle 


Lot  38 


Date 


1858 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  high,  to  left,  slanting  down  to  right.  Tiny  spur  from  dentil  below  1;  faint  die  file  mark 
slants  slightly  down  to  left  into  field  from  a  dentil  next  to  11th  star;  fairly  long  die  file  mark 
on  lower  neck  vertically  above  1,  leaning  slightly  right.  Reverse:  Faint  die  scratch  slants  up  to 
left  from  (E)D  to  dentil  close  to  wingtip;  others,  also  faint,  at  STA.  Die  polish  shows  in  mid¬ 
dle  five  white  stripes  (missing  end  ones),  forming  a  crude  heart-shaped  configuration. 

The  present  piece  is  identifiable  as  the  original  Ten  Eyck,  Theodore  Ullmer  coin  by  a  small 
purple  patch  of  tone  overlapping  field  and  border  vertically  below  (C)A,  emphatically  not  an 
impairment.  Notice  the  double  striking  on  wingtips,  top  of  beak,  and  many  letters.  Overall 
this  coin  is  extremely  flashy  for  such  an  early  date  Proof.  The  fields  are  bright  and  highly  re¬ 
flective.  Against  them,  the  frosted  devices  offer  a  resplendent  contrast,  a  genuine  cameo  con¬ 
trast  rarely  encountered,  even  on  late-date  issues  such  as  those  made  in  the  early  1900s.  It  will 
be  many  years  before  another  1858  Proof  appears;  and  there  may  never  be  another  compara¬ 
ble  one,  as  this  may  well  be  the  finest  known. 

A  single  Proof  64  example  has  been  graded  (NGC). 

The  following  are  traced: 

1)  Mint,  Smithsonian  Institution. 

2)  J.P.  Morgan,  ANS. 

3)  Mills,  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:184,  $16,500,  Dr.  Jerry  Buss:  1712,  $13,500 
(1/28-30/85). 

4)  Parmelee,  Woodin,  Brand,  Ira  Reed,  Gaskill,  Merkin  9/67:334. 

5)  Ten  Eyck: 91  (1922),  Ullmer:365,  $22,000  (May  1974),  T.  Henry  Allen:723  (Stacks 
Feb.  1977),  $12,000.  The  present  coin. 

6)  Private  collection,  impaired. 
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Magnificent  1 859  Quarter  Eagle 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


Lot  39 


1859 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  below  center.  Reverse:  Old  hub  or  Type  I  (as  in  1840-58):  long  heavy  arrowheads 
touching  one  another,  lowest  nearly  touching  (C)A,  notch  in  outer  leaf  opposite  right  upright 
of  N,  numerator  touches  fraction  bar,  AME  touch  as  do  RI  and  CA.  On  this  working  die,  left 
line  of  6th  vertical  stripe  in  shield  is  thin  and  broken  at  top,  rightmost  white  stripe  shows  in¬ 
complete  die  polish.  Not  any  of  the  dies  of  1856-58  Proofs. 

Identifiable  by  minute  mark  in  field  before  forelock,  from  alien  matter  on  the  die  at  striking, 
and  a  tiny  curved  lint  mark  just  northeast  of  top  berry;  these  obviously  do  not  represent  dam¬ 
age  to  the  coin.  Indeed,  the  entire  coin  is  notable  for  its  lack  of  problems.  Instead,  everything 
is  dazzlingly  brilliant,  from  the  fully  mirrored  fields  to  the  exquisite  cameo  frost  on  the  de¬ 
vices.  It  would  be  impossible  to  find  a  better  specimen,  and  this  may  well  be  the  finest 
known. 

Two  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  both  in  Proof  64.  Probably  the  same  coin. 

Older  auction  catalogue  illustrations  of  Proof  gold  coins  are  mostly  not  clear  enough  for  veri¬ 
fying  pedigree,  but  in  the  following  roster  we  can  be  sure  that  the  coin  here  offered  is  either 
the  Boyd,  Bell,  Wolfson  specimen  or  one  not  previously  auctioned.  In  either  event  it  is  at  least 
tied  for  finest  of  seven  (at  worst,  eight)  survivors  out  of  80  minted,  most  of  the  80  being 
melted  as  unsold  by  1862. 

1)  Mint,  Smithsonian. 

2)  J.P.  Morgan,  ANS. 

3)  Boyd,  Bell,  Wolfson,  believed  “Spring”:805  (Stack’s  4/11/78)  at  $10,500.  The  present 
coin? 

4)  Atwater:  1 963,  Amon  Carter  Jr.: 5 53,  $13,750. 

5)  David  S.  Wilson,  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:  1 86,  $15,400,  Dr.  Jerry  Buss:17l4, 
$14,000,  our  Blevins  /  Bodway  sale  (6/5-7/88) :6624,  $19,800. 

6)  John  J.  Pittman,  in  set. 

7)  Private  collection. 
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Lot  40 


Date 


1860 


Grade 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Date  begins  high,  slants  down  to  right.  Minute  spurs  from  dentils  near  13th  star.  Reverse: 
“Type  II”  or  new  hub:  smaller  arrowheads  well  apart  from  one  another,  lowest  distant  from 
(C)A;  no  notch  in  outer  leaf  in  line  with  right  upright  of  N,  berries  well  away  from  leaves,  let¬ 
ters  in  AMERICA  spaced  apart,  right  base  of  F  thin  and  pointed,  numerator  well  away  from 
fraction  bar.  In  this  working  reverse,  dentils  are  all  well  apart.  (At  least  three  business  strikes, 
but  no  Proofs,  are  known  with  the  “Type  I”  reverse  as  in  1838.) 

Identifiable  by  “flake”  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking)  in  field  before  bridge 
of  nose,  lint  mark  hanging  from  bun,  and  on  reverse  an  attempt  to  scrape  off  a  tiny  pitmark 
at  D  of  value,  close  to  another  lint  mark.  Well  struck  on  all  devices,  and  featuring  strong 
cameo  contrast  against  the  mirror  field.  Another  first  class  Quarter  Eagle  Proof  from  this 
trend-setting  collection. 

Only  112  were  minted,  April  5,  most  of  them  melted  in  1862;  possibly  30  survive,  with  4 
graded  by  the  services  (the  finest  being  a  Proof  65). 

Ex  Garrett:765  at  $32,500  (March  1980).  Though  we  cannot  attempt  a  register  of  survivors 
here,  we  probably  should  mention  that  among  1 5  auction  records  of  Proofs  of  this  date  since 
1972,  Eliasberg’s  brought  $7,700,  and  Amon  Carter's  $1 1,500. 
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Lot  41 


Date 


1861 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  high,  well  to  left;  minute  spurs  from  dentils  below  both  l’s,  at  7:00  and  near  5th  star; 
die  polish  at  BER;  lower  neckline  vague,  die  polish  separates  it  from  bust.  Reverse:  “Type  II” 
as  on  all  later  Proofs  of  this  design.  Dentils  joined  at  left,  well  apart  at  right. 

Identifiable  by  scattered  lint  marks  in  left  obverse  field,  the  biggest  (--shaped)  before  nose. 
Otherwise,  immaculate.  It  is  interesting  to  see  how  many  of  the  Trompeter  coins  come  with 
full-blown  cameo  contrast  between  fields  and  devices.  This  1861,  in  particular,  is  magnifi¬ 
cently  frosted,  and  should  be  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated. 

One  of  90  struck,  April  5,  1861,  many  of  them  melted  as  unsold  (1862);  survivors  are  rarer 
than  1860,  with  fewer  auction  records.  Only  a  single  specimen  has  been  graded  (PCGS  Proof 
63).  Since  1972,  the  only  auction  records  located  are  Ullmer’s  at  a  then  high  $4,500,  reap¬ 
pearing  in  Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  '79  at  $3,250;  Eliasberg:193  at  $6,875,  reappear¬ 
ing  in  our  section  of  Auction  '85  at  $6,875;  and  Amon  Carter’s  at  $10,450:  three  coins  in  all, 
plus  the  present  one,  source  unknown. 
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Unimprovable  Quality 


Lot  42 


Date 


1862 


Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Low  heavy  date,  die  file  marks  almost  completely  fill  2.  Reverse  of  1861  Proofs. 

Identifiable  by  faint  hairline  nearly  joining  nose  to  4th  star,  and  a  plain  lint  mark  (as  made) 
from  F  to  upper  edge  of  wing.  Miles  above  the  few  other  Proofs  of  this  vintage  seen  on  the 
market  in  recent  years.  The  fields  offer  almost  infinite  depth  to  their  mirror  reflection, 
while  the  devices,  having  been  carefully  frosted  by  the  die  maker,  give  the  finished  coin  an 
unearthly  beauty  that  is  rarely  found  on  a  Proof  gold  coin.  Truly,  a  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  (Take 
cognizance  of  the  PCGS/NGC  census  below.  There  is  every  reason  for  proclaiming  this  to  be 

the  Finest  Known.) 

One  of  only  35  struck,  Feb.  16;  possibly  half  that  number  survive  today.  In  all,  6  examples 
have  been  graded,  with  the  3  finest  tied  in  Proof  63. 

Ex  Theodore  Ullmer:368  at  a  then  high  $4,250  (May  1974).  Since  1972  there  have  been 
fewer  than  15  auction  records  for  this  date,  the  highs  to  date  being  Eliasbergs  at  $8,800  and 
one  in  our  Heifetz  sale  at  $16,500. 
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The  Celebrated  Rarity  1 863  Quarter  Eagle  Proof 


Lot  43 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


1863 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Only  the  one  variety:  ear  filled;  Reverse  similar  to  1862  but  bases  of  white  stripes  lack  die  pol¬ 
ish. 


Identifiable  by  four  minute  edge  ticks  between  4th  and  3th  stars,  which  would  not  show  in  a 
holder  and  may  not  show  in  a  photograph.  Traces  of  double  striking  on  2nd  and  3rd  stars. 
Oddly  enough,  several  Gem  Proof  1863s  have  been  graded  by  third-party  grading  services. 
But  because  the  present  coin  is  so  bright,  so  fresh  looking,  with  its  strong  cameo  contrast,  it 
probably  outshines  the  competition.  It  is  clearly  among  the  Finest  Known. 

Historic  Note  Celebrated  Proof-only  date;  only  30  struck,  March  23,  and  no  restrikes  even  rumored;  known 

as  a  rarity  at  least  a  century  ago.  Of  possibly  18  survivors,  at  least  six,  possibly  as  many  as 
nine,  are  impaired.  In  all,  7  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  3  finest  in  Proof  63.  Quality 
of  illustrations  makes  a  comprehensive  pedigree  list  impossible  (how  can  you  tell  one  unim¬ 
paired  Proof  from  another  of  identical  dies  from  halftones?),  but  we  may  mention  that  the 
Miles-Ullmer  coin  brought  $50,000  (May  1974),  the  Ely-Garrett  piece  $52,500  (March 
1976),  the  Mills-C  Japp-Eliasberg  coin  $39,600  (Oct.  1982),  and  one  in  Bowers  &  Merena’s 
Sept.  1989  sale,  $60,500,  Auction  ’90:909  $88,000. 


Description 
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Magnificent  Cameo  Proof  1864  Quarter  Eagle 


Lot  44 


Date 


1864 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Ear  filled,  similar  to  1863,  outer  point  of  10th  star  notched  as  on  many  later  dates;  Reverse 
like  1862  but  vertical  stripe  in  shield  less  thin. 

A  few  faint  curved  hairlines  between  3rd  star  and  mouth  and  chin;  no  real  identifying  marks, 
otherwise.  As  a  matter  of  observed  fact,  one  would  be  hard  put  to  find  anything  amiss  with 
this  superb  specimen.  For  it  is  without  a  doubt  a  phenomenal  coin,  fully  frosted  on  the  de¬ 
vices,  sporting  deeply  reflective  fields,  and  an  immaculate  portrait  of  Liberty.  Circumstances 
being  as  they  are,  we  feel  confident  in  calling  this  the  finest  Proof  1 864  of  them  all. 

One  of  30  Proofs  made,  Feb.  11.  Nevertheless,  rarer  than  1863!  In  all,  7  examples  have  been 
graded  by  third-party  grading  services,  with  the  3  finest  in  Proof  63.  Price  differences  have 
been  from  date  collector  competition  for  a  Proof-only  date.  However,  there  are  fewer  business 
strikes  of  1864  than  Proofs,  so  that  date  collectors  interested  in  1864  have  mostly  bid  for 
Proofs,  and  the  total  supply  in  all  grades  only  slightly  favors  the  1863.  Fewer  than  10  auction 
records  since  1972  for  Proofs;  these  include  Ullmer’s  at  a  then  high  $11,000  (May  1974), 
Garrett’s  $8,000  (March  1976),  Bowers  &  Ruddy  Oct.  1977  at  $9,250,  Eliasberg’s  at  $8,250, 
one  in  a  MARCA  sale,  Jan.  1987,  at  $12,000,  and  one  in  our  “Connoisseur”  sale,  Jan.  1989, 
at  $23,100. 


50 


Superior  Gallct 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Quarter  Eagles 


Impressive  1865  Quarter  Eagle 


Lot  45 


Date 


1865 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety  High  date  to  right;  Reverse  of  1864. 

Description  The  only  identifying  marks  won’t  show  on  photos:  faint  pinscratch  crossing  eyelid  and  eye¬ 

brow;  tiny  “flake”  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking)  below  left  pellet.  Un¬ 
matched  quality  in  terms  of  perfection  in  the  fields  and  exquisite  frosting  on  the  devices.  I  he 
plain  fact  is  that  it  is  in  phenomenal  condition  and  may  be  said  to  be,  for  all  practical  pur¬ 
poses,  the  Finest  Known. 

Historic  Note  One  of  only  25  struck,  March  8,  some  probably  melted;  rarer  than  1860-64,  one  of  the  great 

prizes  of  this  denomination,  probably  no  more  than  15  surviving,  some  impaired  (Akers  esti¬ 
mated  8  to  10  in  “relatively  unimpaired  condition).  In  all,  9  examples  have  been  graded,  with 
the  3  finest  in  Proof  65.  Among  about  a  dozen  auction  records  since  1972,  the  highs  are  Gar¬ 
rett’s  at  $47,500,  one  in  Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  ’87  at  $15,400,  one  in  MARCA’s 
May  1989  sale  at  $17,000,  and  one  in  Stack’s  May  1989  sale,  $18,700. 
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Lot  46 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1866 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  central  and  level,  unlike  business  strikes;  pair  of  long,  thin,  faint,  nearly  vertical  parallel 
lines  between  BE;  Reverse  of  1864-5. 

Minute  nick  on  bridge  of  nose,  not  affecting  profile;  faint  pinscratch  crosses  neck.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  an  undeniable  jewel  and  in  contention  for  the  status  of  Finest  Known.  The  fields  are 
fully  reflective.  And  the  devices,  being  completely  frosted,  give  everything  a  two-tone  effect, 
like  a  fine  cameo  jewel. 

Of  30  originally  struck  (25  delivered  Jan.  15,  5  on  June  8),  possibly  fewer  than  half  survive, 
most  impaired.  In  all,  8  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  finest  being  Proof  65.  About  a 
dozen  records  since  1972,  including  Garrett’s  at  $42,500,  Norweb’s  at  $15,400,  and  one  in 
Stack’s  section  of  Auction  '88  at  $13,750. 
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Outstanding  1867  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 


Lot  47 


Date 


1867 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Early  impression,  before  the  die  cracked  at  67.  Reverse  of  1864-66. 

Identifiable  by  small  plain  lint  marks,  one  on  neck  just  below  jaw,  another  just  above  first  star, 
a  third  left  of  1 1th  star,  a  fourth  just  left  of  coronet.  The  true  ground  for  a  coin’s  reputation  is 
to  be  found  in  (1)  its  rarity,  (2)  its  condition,  and  (3)  its  desirability.  This  1867  is  firmly 
grounded  in  each  of  these  three  foundations.  Not  only  is  it  well  struck,  but  because  the  die 
maker  made  an  extra  effort  to  properly  finish  the  dies,  the  resulting  coin  is  nothing  short  of 
amazing  in  its  cameo  contrast. 

Out  of  50  made  (half  on  March  5,  half  on  July  2),  probably  not  over  half  survive;  Akers  esti¬ 
mates  only  12  to  15-  In  all,  4  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  65. 
About  a  dozen  auction  records  since  1972,  including  Amon  Carters  at  $12,100,  Stacks  Oct. 
1988  at  $17,600,  and  one  in  RARCOA’s  section  of  Auction  '89  at  $18,150. 
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Lot  48 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1868 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

High  date  to  left,  8  away  from  border;  scattered  striations  slant  in  diverse  directions  before 
and  behind  neck  and  at  coronet;  no  rust  pits  on  neck.  Over-polishing  of  this  die  has  left  den¬ 
tils  not  only  smaller  and  farther  apart  but  with  vague  edges  at  top  obverse.  Reverse:  No  die 
polish  at  bases  of  2nd  through  6th  white  stripes;  all  dentils  well  apart.  Reverse  normally 
aligned. 

The  only  identifying  marks  are  a  cluster  of  small  rim  “flakes”  above  8th  star  (from  foreign 
matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking).  The  fields  are  nicely  mirrored,  and  against  them  the 
lightly  frosted  devices  give  a  pleasing  two-tone  contrast.  Any  hairlines  are  infinitesimal.  More¬ 
over,  the  entire  coin  is  fully  struck,  indicating  that  it  was  conscientiously  made. 

Out  of  25  struck,  Feb.  20,  perhaps  17  survive,  some  impaired.  Only  a  single  example  graded 
(PCGS  Proof  64).  Garrett’s  (March  1976)  brought  $5,000,  Eliasberg’s  $5,720;  Amon  Car¬ 
ter’s,  $14,850;  few  other  records. 
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Lot  49 


Date 


1869 


Grade 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Low  date,  die  gouge  joins  tip  of  toe  of  L  to  upright  just  below  serif.  Reverse  of  1868. 

Identifiable  by  two  minute  nicks  in  field  between  nose  and  4th  star,  others  at  11th  star.  A 
lovely  coin,  well  struck  and  sporting  cameo  contrast;  with  only  the  faintest  hairlines  present 
and  none  of  them  significant.  The  strike  is  especially  bold,  as  seen  in  the  broad  square  rim  on 
both  sides  that  is  razor-sharp  at  its  edge. 

Out  of  25  struck,  Feb.  19,  possibly  15  survive,  some  maltreated.  In  all,  11  examples  have 
been  graded,  with  the  3  finest  in  Proof  65.  Amon  Carter’s  brought  $14,850,  Norweb’s 
$18,700;  one  in  Heritage’s  Feb.  1989  sale,  $16,750. 
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Lot  50 


Date 


1870 


Grade 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


High  date,  pointed  forelock,  a  few  imperceptible  striations  strewn  in  the  fields.  Reverse  of 
1868-9,  repolished. 

Identifiable  by  lint  marks  on  cheek,  just  left  of  chin,  before  throat,  before  brow,  near  5th  star, 
and  near  border  midway  11th  and  12th  stars:  these  do  not  represent  impairment.  A  nice 
match  to  the  1869  which  precedes  it  in  having  attractive  cameo  contrast,  an  excellent  strike, 
and  great  aesthetic  appeal. 

One  of  only  35  struck,  25  on  Feb.  3,  10  on  June  1.  Possibly  15  to  18  survive;  Akers  estimates 
a  dozen.  Only  3  graded  (all  PCGS),  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  64.  One  in  Stack’s  May  1985 
sale  brought  $7,700;  Heritage,  August  1985,  $7,920.  No  other  records  recent  enough  to 
mean  anything. 
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Lot  51 


1871 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Numerals  71  almost  touch.  Date  to  left.  Plain  die  rust  pit  on  neck  below  lovelock,  above 
space  between  87;  others  on  cheek.  Reverse  as  last. 

Description  Identifiable  by  two  lint  marks  left  of  end  of  bust,  a  third  vertically  up  from  head.  This  coin’s 

quality  is  clearly  expressed  in  its  sparkling  color  and  bold  strike,  as  well  as  its  resplendent 
cameo  contrast  between  frosted  devices  and  highly  reflective  fields.  Were  you  to  search  lor  a 
decade  you  would  fail  to  find  its  equal,  for  it  may  indeed  be  the  Finest  Known  1871  Quarter 
Eagle. 

Historic  Note  One  of  only  30  struck,  Feb.  20.  Fewer  than  half  survive;  Akers  reckons  about  10.  It  should  be 

emphasized  here  that  none  have  been  graded  by  the  major  third-party  grading  services!  The 
Harlan  P.  Smith,  Clapp,  Eliasberg  coin  brought  $7,700;  one  in  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  88, 
$9,350. 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 
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Lot  52 


Date 


1872 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

High  dare  to  right,  slanting  up  to  right  (2  farther  from  border  than  1);  plain  spike  on  point  of 
10th  star  pointing  to  border;  minute  die  fde  marks  at  border  near  last  three  stars;  scattered 
microscopic  die  rust  pits  near  L  and  on  cheek  and  neck.  Reverse  as  last. 

Identifiable  by  curved  lint  mark  left  of  end  of  bust.  There  are  also  a  few  random  hairlines  in 
the  fields,  although  none  are  particularly  noticeable.  What  is  definitely  noticeable,  however,  is 
how  well  the  coin  was  maintained  by  its  previous  owners;  for  it  continues  to  display  its  cameo 
contrast  as  it  was  meant  to  look:  bright  and  vivid  against  the  mirror  field. 

One  of  only  30  struck,  Feb.  3.  The  estimate  of  16  surviving  (3  of  them  damaged)  may  be  on 
the  high  side;  less  than  13  auction  records  since  1972  (and  of  course,  this  listing  includes  du¬ 
plicate  appearances  ol  the  same  coin).  Only  3  graded  (all  PCGS),  with  the  finest  being  Proof 
64.  Amon  Carter’s  brought  $12,560;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  ’88,  $1 1,000;  one  in  our 
Heifetz  sale  also  $1 1,000. 
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Lot  53 


Date 


1873 


Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Closed  3.  Low  date  close  to  border;  tiny  irregular  lumps  at  IB.  Reverse  as  last. 

Dispersed  lint  marks  in  fields,  most  noticeable  above  2nd  star  and  just  behind  lowest  curl  on 
back  of  neck.  Lint  marks  are  normal  for  early  U.S.  Proofs  and  do  not  detract  from  the  overall 
value  or  desirability  of  a  coin.  In  fact,  this  1873  has  an  appreciable  advantage  over  others 
from  its  period  by  having  extremely  vibrant  color  and  endearing  cameo  contrast.  These  two 
factors  alone  place  in  the  top  echelon  ol  surviving  Proofs. 

One  of  only  23  struck,  Feb.  18.  Of  possibly  19  survivors,  several  are  impounded,  others  im¬ 
paired.  In  all,  1 1  examples  have  been  graded,  with  4  tied  for  finest  in  Proof  64.  Garrett’s 
brought  $26,000;  Amon  Carter’s,  $8,250;  our  Feb.  1991:2674,  PCGS  Pr-64,  $14,850. 
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The  Rare  1874  Quarter  Eagle 


Lot  54 


Date 


1874 


Grade 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Date  to  left;  no  rust  pit  at  earlobe  (unlike  business  strikes),  though  there  are  others  on  cheek 
and  neck;  many  fine  die  polishing  marks  slant  up  to  left  from  right  border.  Reverse  as  last. 

No  notable  identifying  marks.  On  purely  aesthetic  grounds,  one  would  be  hard  pressed  to 
find  another  1874  Proof  with  this  one’s  remarkable  luster  and  strong  cameo  contrast.  It  re¬ 
mains  in  the  top  order  of  its  league,  many  considering  it  squarely  in  the  gem  class.  The  astute 
collector  will  immediately  see  that  1874  is  among  the  unsung  rarities  in  the  Quarter  Eagle  se¬ 
ries  with  its  low  mintage,  and  will  bid  accordingly. 

One  of  only  20  struck,  Feb.  14.  Possibly  10  to  12  survive.  Far  fewer  auction  records  than  for 
1875.  Only  3  examples  have  been  graded  by  third-party  services,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof 
63. 


1)  Theodore  Ullmer,  May  1974:  $10,500 

2)  Amon  Carter’s,  January  1984:  $10,450. 

3)  William  H.  Woodin,  John  H.  Clapp,  Louis  Eliasberg:,  October  1982:218,  $9,350. 

The  present  piece. 
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The  Acclaimed  1875  Quarter  Eagle 


Lot  55 


Date 


1875 


Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  to  right,  tip  of  5  almost  touching  truncation;  a  few  shadowy  striations  in  fields.  Reverse 
as  last. 

Lint  mark  dangles  from  end  of  lovelock;  a  much  smaller  one  in  held  between  6th  and  7th 
stars,  a  longer  one  above  large  2  of  value.  The  inevitable  reaction  from  advanced  collectors 
when  they  see  this  lovely  1875  Proof  Quarter  Eagle  is  dumbfounded  silence.  For  it  is  one  of 
awe-inspiring  beauty.  Not  only  are  the  helds  and  devices  pristine,  and  not  only  do  they  shine 
with  golden  radiance,  but  the  entire  com  is  as  a  rare  cameo  jewel,  with  Liberty  perlect,  the 
eagle  perfect,  and  the  rims  perfect.  It  is  a  foregone  conclusion,  then,  that  the  market  will  re¬ 
spond  by  awarding  this  1875  the  attention  it  deserves. 

One  of  only  20  struck,  Feb.  13;  one  of  possibly  12  to  15  survivors  (Akers  estimates  10-12), 
some  impaired.  In  all,  10  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  7  finest  tied  in  Proof  64. 

One  of  the  most  famous  and  highly-prized  dates  of  Quarter  Eagles,  along  with  1841  and 
1863.  This  is  the  Finest  Known  Specimen. 

1)  John  Garrett,  March  1976:456,  $21,000. 

2)  Auction ’80:897,  $31,000. 

3)  Buddy  Ebsen,  May  1987:2300,  $20,900. 

4)  Jascha  Eleifetz,  October  1989:4074,  $31,900. 

5)  John  G.  Mills;  John  H.  Clapp;  Louis  Eliasberg,  October  1982:219,  $18,700.  Auction 
’85,:927,  $19,250.  The  present  piece. 

6)  Auction  ’90:1774  $42,000;  Dennis  Mendelson  Auction,  February  1991:267,  $35,200. 
This  coin’s  pedigree  was  listed  as  ex  Eliasberg  however,  we  now  know  that  this  was  not  that 

coin. 
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Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Lot  56 


1876 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Date  to  right,  6  close  to  corner  of  truncation.  No  bar  on  neck  (unlike  business  strikes). 
Pointed  forelock.  Reverse  as  last. 

No  notable  identifying  marks.  Only  bright,  glittering  mint  bloom  and  delightful  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Pertinently,  too,  for  those  who  are  extremely  aware  of  field  imperfections,  the  mirror 
surfaces  are  almost  completely  as  made  :  glistening,  smooth,  and  deeply  reflective.  Unlike 
later  dates  in  the  series,  1876  rarefy  comes  up  lor  sale.  It  is  something  of  a  sleeper  and  should 
be  viewed  accordingly. 

One  of  only  45  struck,  20  on  Feb.  19,  25  more  on  June  13;  probably  fewer  than  24  survive. 
In  all,  13  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  finest  being  Proof  65.  Woodin,  Clapp,  Elias- 
berg:221,  $7,700;  our  Heifetz  sale,  $1 1,000;  our  Feb.  1991:2 676,  PCGS  Pr-64,  $13,200. 
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Exceptionally  Bold  1877  Proof 


Lot  57 


Date 

1877 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

Date  to  right.  Many  scattered  die  file  marks  in  many  directions  at  LIBE,  on  brow,  cheek,  and 
neck.  Reverse:  Heavier  letters,  heavier  dentils  not  so  far  apart  as  on  previous  dates;  no  unpol¬ 
ished  areas  in  white  stripes;  tiny  die  file  mark  slanting  down  in  lower  part  of  E(S);  unpolished 
areas  within  (M)E,  left  of  serifs  of  crossbar. 

Description 

Identifiable  by  long  lint  mark  on  nose,  not  affecting  profile.  The  surfaces  have  taken  on  an  at¬ 
tractive  pinkish  hue  and  this  enhances  the  already  beautiful  cameo  contrast  of  the  coin.  One 
who  has  not  seen  a  Gem  frosted  Proof  U.S.  gold  coin  can  fully  appreciate  how  majestic  they 
appear.  This  1877  is  a  case  in  point,  since  its  superb  appearance  almost  bankrupts  the  vocabu¬ 
lary. 

Historic  Note 

One  of  only  20  struck:  10  on  Feb.  24,  10  on  May  31.  Possibly  12  to  13  survive.  Only  2  ex¬ 
amples  graded  (both  PCGS  Proof  63).  Far  fewer  auction  records  than  for  1  875- 

Pedigree 

The  Chapman,  Clapp,  Eliasberg:225  specimen  brought  $12,100,  was  slabbed  PCGS-65,  and 
reappeared  in  our  “Connoisseur”  sale  at  $39,600.  The  present  coin  may  be  the  Eliasberg  ex¬ 
ample,  as  the  same  lint  mark  is  described  in  “Connoisseur”:80,  but  the  coppery  toning  spot 
there  described  is  gone  (it  was  not  visible  on  the  Eliasberg  illustration  either). 
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Lot  58 


Date 


1878 


Grade 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Date  slanting  up  to  right.  Small  shadowy  lump  above  T(Y).  Reverse:  Apparently  the  die  of 
1868-76. 


Description  No  identifying  marks,  and  only  a  few  widely  scattered  hairlines  worth  noting.  To  tell  the 

truth,  we  were  tempted  to  call  this  one  a  Gem  since,  in  more  ways  than  one,  it  falls  into  that 
lofty  category.  Those  who  view  it  in  person  will  immediately  be  impressed  by  its  excellent 
state  of  preservation,  its  bright  golden  glow  and  strong  frost  on  the  devices. 

Historic  Note  One  of  only  20  struck,  Feb.  9.  Of  possibly  a  dozen  survivors,  at  least  three  are  impaired.  Only 

2  examples  graded,  one  each  by  PCGS  and  NGC;  both  Proof  64s.  Fewer  auction  records 
than  for  1875  or  1877.  The  only  auction  record  recent  enough  to  mean  anything:  David  S. 
Wilson,  Clapp,  Eliasberg:225,  $8,250. 
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Lot  59 


Date 


1879 


Grade 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety  High  date,  confused  die  file  marks  partly  fill  lower  loop  of  8;  die  polish  and  die  file  marks 

around  part  of  eye;  pointed  forelock.  Reverse  of  1877. 

Description  No  distinguishing  marks.  The  fields  are  immaculate;  nearly  in  the  gem  class.  Furthermore, 

they  are  remarkably  free  from  hairlines,  unlike  the  vast  majority  of  surviving  Proof  U.S.  gold 
pieces.  Besides  having  nice  fields,  the  coin  also  sports  nice  two-tone  contrast  between  the  de¬ 
vices  and  fields,  with  a  wire  edge  noted  on  either  side  as  well. 

Historic  Note  One  of  only  30  struck;  possibly  13  to  18  survive.  In  all,  3  examples  have  been  graded,  with 

the  2  finest  in  Proof  65.  High  records:  Garrett,  $35,000;  Mills,  Clapp,  Eliasberg:227, 
$10,450;  Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  '84,  $10,725;  our  Heifetz  sale,  $12,650;  and  one  in 
Bowers  &  Merena’s  March  1989  sale,  $13,200. 
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Lot  60 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1880 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

High  date;  pointed  forelock;  die  polish  separates  throat  from  bust;  much  die  polish  at 
BERTY  and  at  and  below  ear,  interrupted  by  a  rust  pit  from  jaw;  other  rust  pits  before  love¬ 
lock.  Reverse:  Similar  to  1877  but  dentils  farther  apart,  nothing  within  E(S):  same  die  repol¬ 
ished? 

Identifiable  by  a  tiny  lint  mark  up  from  top  of  0  in  date.  The  fields  are  utterly  gorgeous,  fully 
in  the  gem  class  no  matter  how  you  view  the  coin,  whether  under  magnification  or  with  the 
naked  eye.  Everything  is  bright  as  well,  including  the  satiny  luster  on  the  devices.  What 
emerges  in  the  end  is  an  1880  Quarter  Eagle  that  verges  on  absolute  perfection. 

Only  36  made,  20  on  Feb.  1 4,  the  rest  after  June.  Probably  a  couple  of  dozen  survive,  some 
mishandled.  In  all,  7  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  5  finest  tied  in  Proof  64.  Garrett’s 
brought  $27,000;  Eliasberg’s,  $9,350. 
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Lot  61 


Date 


1881 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Pointed  forelock;  die  polish  below  eye,  at  ear  and  BER.  Reverse;  Heavier  letters,  dentils  closer 
together  but  separate;  lower  parts  of  E(D)  and  E(S)  filled;  some  unpolished  areas  in  AMER; 
die  file  marks  at  bases  of  2nd  through  5th  white  stripes. 

No  identifying  marks  or  injuries  of  any  sort  on  this  jewel.  Another  in  this  comprehensive  run 
of  top  quality  Liberty  Quarter  Eagles.  Everywhere  you  look  on  the  coin,  from  top  to  bottom, 
the  surfaces  are  pristine.  So,  too,  is  the  cameo  contrast;  pristine  and  original,  free  from  embar¬ 
rassment,  having  nothing  to  apologize  for.  ^Ve  would  venture  to  say  this  1881  is  one  of  the 
finest,  if  not  THE  Finest  Known. 

Only  51  made:  40  with  the  Proof  sets  Feb.  19,  9  more  before  June  30,  one  more  each  in  3rd 
and  4th  quarters.  Many  of  the  (30-odd?)  survivors  are  poorly  cleaned  or  otherwise  impaired. 
In  all,  13  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  3  finest  tied  in  Proof  65.  Records  $14,300, 
Stack’s  10/88;  $22,000  in  Stack’s  March  1989;  $23,100  in  our  Worrell  Family  sale,  May  30, 
1989,  for  one  graded  PCGS  Pr-64.  Ex  Garrett  (March  1976)  at  $6,250,  Auction  ’82:1870 
(Paramount)  at  $10,500,  Auction  '89:1368  (Akers)  at  $23,100,  where  called  “Gem  Proof 
66.”  This  example  is  possibly  one  of  the  above. 
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Lot  62 


Date 


1882 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Date  to  right;  die  polish  at  ear  and  BERT,  but  less  than  in  forelock.  Reverse:  Repolished  die 
of  1881,  M  clear. 

Identifiable  by  a  lint  mark  behind  head,  below  bun,  pointing  to  12th  star.  Outside  of  this,  the 
fields  are  perfection-plus.  So,  too,  is  the  strike,  which  could  not  be  bolder.  A  sharp  wire  edge 
extends  around  both  obverse  and  reverse  rims,  attesting  to  the  extra  pressure  imparted  to  the 
coin  from  the  Proof  dies.  Liberty  and  the  eagle  are  almost  blindingly  bright  in  their  frosty 
contrast,  as  well,  giving  the  coin  a  splendid  cameo  appearance. 

Only  67  made.  Probably  30  to  35  survive,  many  impaired.  In  all,  19  examples  have  been 
graded,  with  the  3  finest  tied  in  Proof  66.  Records  $17,500  in  our  Jan.  1980  sale,  $15,000  in 
our  section  of  Auction  ’80,  $13,200  in  our  section  of  Auction  ’88,  $10,450  in  our  9/88  sale, 
$19,250  in  our  Worrell  Family  sale. 
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Lot  63 


Date 


1883 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Breen  1  (in  his  Proofs  book).  Low  date,  die  polish  below  BER  and  at  and  below  ear.  Reverse: 
Heavy  letters,  irregular  outlines  at  STATES.  Dentils  mostly  joined.  Die  file  marks  fill  first 
white  stripe,  very  tops  of  all,  and  bases  of  2nd  to  4th. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  “flake”  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking)  left  of  leg.  One  of 
the  best  among  this  stellar  run  of  Choice  and  Gem  Proof  Quarter  Eagles,  and  far  in  advance 
of  99%  of  the  optimistically  graded  Gems  parading  around  elsewhere  in  the  marketplace.  It 
follows  that  this  1883  belongs  in  a  well-heeled  collection,  a  collection  of  distinction,  one  that 
houses  museum-quality  specimens. 

Only  82  made.  Fewer  auction  records  than  for  1882.  In  all,  16  examples  have  been  graded, 
with  the  6  finest  tied  in  Proof  63.  Records  $8,800  in  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  84,  $12,300 
in  MARCA  5/87,  $30,800  in  Stack’s  May  1989  sale. 
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Lot  64 


Date 


1884 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Die  polish  below  BER  and  in  ear  hole.  Reverse:  Tiny  lump  on  r.  edge  of  5th  vertical  stripe  in 
shield;  die  file  marks  at  bases  of  white  stripes,  most  pronounced  at  bases  of  3rd  and  4th.  Den¬ 
tils  mostly  separated  except  at  left. 

Identifiable  by  long  lint  mark  from  near  9th  star  through  bun  and  1 1th  star  to  border.  Broad 
rims  give  this  handsome  Quarter  Eagle  a  nice  picture  frame  border.  Taking  stock  of  its  posi¬ 
tive  features,  there  is  every  reason  for  supposing  that  it  will  command  considerable  attention 
among  type  coin  enthusiasts. 

Only  73  made;  Akers  estimates  25  to  30  survivors.  In  all,  19  examples  have  been  graded  by 
third-party  grading  services,  with  the  5  finest  tied  in  Proof  65.  Records  $8,400,  Paramount 
section  of  Auction  ’81;  $8,250  in  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  '84;  $8,600,  MARCA  1/88; 
$  1 1,550  in  our  Heifetz  sale. 

Apparently  from  our  section  of  Auction  ’86:1356  at  $3,960. 
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Lot  65 


Date 


1885 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Die  rust  pit  in  top  of  second  8.  Reverse:  Two  nearly  horizontal  die  file  marks  cross  white 
stripes  near  tops. 

Identifiable  by  minute  lint  mark  vertically  above  13th  star,  still  tinier  flakes  near  7  th  and 
8th  stars  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking).  When  one  considers  that  these  mi¬ 
nor  imperfections  are  common  to  most  U.S.  Proof  gold,  it  is  easy  to  overlook  them.  Instead, 
we  prefer  to  concentrate  on  a  coin’s  surfaces,  strike,  luster,  and  color.  And  this  one  is  among 
the  sharpest  ever  offered  in  this  or  any  other  sale.  Because  1885  is  widely  recognized  as  a  clas¬ 
sic,  due  to  its  low  business  strike  mintage,  there  will  be  extra  pressure  on  it  from  those  shrewd 
buyers  who  value  Gem  quality  pieces  for  their  acknowledged  rarity. 

Only  87  made.  Fewer  than  30  survive,  many  impaired;  according  to  David  Akers,  “Most 
Proofs  I  have  seen  were  marked  up  or  even  circulated.’’  1  hat  could  never  be  said  about  this 
jewel.  In  all,  10  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  4  finest  tied  in  Proof  65.  Records 
$13,250  Heritage  2/84;  Amon  Carter’s  at  $11,000;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  '86, 
$1 1,550;  one  in  our  5/87  sale,  $13,750;  Stack’s  10/88,  $13,200. 
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Lot  66 


Date 


1886 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Plain  die  file  mark  crosses  BE  below  tops.  Most  dentils  partly  or  wholly  joined.  Die  file  marks 
almost  fill  white  stripes  1 ,  2,  and  7,  and  show  at  tops  and  bases  of  the  rest. 

Identifiable  by  a  tiny  dark  spot  above  truncation  and  a  minute  “flake”  below  1  of  date  (from 
extraneous  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking).  Barring  these  the  coin  is  the  picture  of  perfec¬ 
tion;  bright  and  original,  with  nicely  frosted  devices  against  the  gem  mirror  background.  Lib¬ 
erty’s  cheek,  in  particular,  is  satiny  smooth. 

Only  88  made.  Many  of  the  (30-odd?)  survivors  are  nicked  and  scratched,  most  likely  for  the 
same  reason  as  mentioned  for  the  1886  gold  dollar.  In  all,  10  examples  have  been  graded, 
with  the  5  finest  in  Proof  63.  Auction  records  for  unimpaired  ones  are  very  few,  most  recently 
Norweb’s  at  $9,900  and  one  in  Stack’s  March  1989  sale  at  $13,950. 

Ex  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  1976  ANA:2842  at  $3,500. 
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Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  note 


Lot  67 


1887 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Tops  of  1,  7  almost  touch  truncation.  Die  file  mark  from  below  earlobe  crosses  much  of  love¬ 
lock.  Reverse:  Unpolished  areas  in  white  stripes,  but  not  the  1886  die;  7th  white  stripe  filled, 
first  only  pardy. 

Identifiable  by  small  “flake”  below  (A)T.  A  scintillating  Gem,  bright  as  the  noonday  sun,  with 
stunning  cameo  contrast  giving  it  the  ideal  U.S.  gold  Proof  “look.”  It  has  taken  Ed  Trompeter 
a  good  many  years  to  acquire  his  set,  and  this  1887  must  be  placed  among  the  finest  appear¬ 
ing  of  them  all  with  its  sparkling  surfaces. 

Only  122  made.  A  few  dozen  survive.  In  all,  14  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  finest 
being  Proof  65.  We  auctioned  the  Dr.  Jerry  Buss  example  in  Jan.  1985  at  $7,250,  and  another 
in  our  Heifetz  sale  at  $1 1,275. 
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Lot  68 


Date 


1888 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Die  polish  below  ear.  Light  thin  die  file  marks  slant  down  before  unintentional  eyelashes.  Re¬ 
verse:  Irregular  unpolished  areas  in  white  stripes,  first  filled;  die  file  mark  slants  up  to  right 
crossing  3rd  and  4th. 

Identifiable  by  lint  mark  crossing  top  point  of  12th  star,  another  slanting  down  to  right  from 
first  star.  Another  in  this  record-breaking  series  of  high  quality  Liberty  Quarter  Eagles.  As  its 
grade  expresses,  the  surfaces  and  strike  are  second  to  none.  Meanwhile,  the  fields  have  devel¬ 
oped  a  warm,  deep  golden-yellow  hue  from  long-time  storage  away  from  impurities  in  the  air. 
This  is  how  a  Proof  gold  coin  was  meant  to  look! 

Only  92  made.  A  few  dozen  survive.  In  all,  14  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  finest  be¬ 
ing  Proof  66.  Records:  Norweb’s  at  $16,300;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  ’89  at  $26,400. 

Ex  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  1976  ANA:2845  at  $2,200. 
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Lot  69 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1889 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  not  low,  unlike  business  strikes;  die  polish  at  BER,  eye,  and  ear;  many  horizontal  die  file 
marks  next  to  lock  below  earlobe.  Reverse:  Die  file  marks  completely  fill  white  stripes.  Dentils 
separated,  more  at  right  than  at  left. 

No  identifying  marks.  The  twin  to  the  1888  in  possessing  deep  yellow-gold  color  and  impec¬ 
cable  surfaces.  And  like  the  1888,  this  1889  comes  with  strong  cameo  contrast.  The  devices 
were  satiny  frosted  at  the  time  the  dies  were  prepared,  thus  imparting  to  the  finished  coin  a 
splendid  appearance,  nicely  contrasting  the  mirror  polish  of  the  fields.  A  gorgeous  gem  for 
the  admirer  of  U.S.  Proof  gold. 

Only  48  made,  26  in  June,  the  rest  later.  Far  rarer  than  this  mintage  figure  suggests;  Akers  has 
said  that  he  has  seen  fewer  Proofs  of  1889  than  of  any  other  date  after  1880.  Only  7  examples 
have  been  graded  (all  PCGS),  with  the  finest  being  Proof  65.  Very  few  auction  records.  Gar¬ 
rett’s  brought  $24,000;  one  in  Stack’s  2/80,  $1 1,500;  and  one  in  Bowers  &  Merena’s  March 
1989  sale,  $12,100. 
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Grade 


Lot  70 

1890 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedig 


ree 


Date  slants  up;  die  file  marks  cross  lovelock.  Reverse:  Die  file  marks  at  tops  and  bases  of  all 
white  stripes.  Dentils  separated,  less  obviously  at  lower  left. 

Identifiable  by  a  curved  lint  mark  on  r.  rim  opposite  1 1th  star.  Otherwise,  absolutely  faultless. 
Notice  the  strong  cameo  contrast  in  the  photograph.  When  viewed  in  person,  this  contrast  is 
all  the  more  amazing  for  its  depth  and  freshness.  The  strike,  too,  its  amazingly  sharp;  razor- 
sharp,  in  fact. 

Only  93  made.  A  few  dozen  survive.  In  all,  21  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  8  finest 
tied  in  Proof  63. 

Ex  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  86:339  at  $6,050,  Akers’s  section  of  Auction  88:861  at 
$15,400,  our  section  of  Auction  '89:850  at  $12,650. 
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Fabulous  Gem  Proof  1891  Quarter  Eagle 


Lot  71 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1891 

Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Repunched  891  (plainest  at  bases).  Reverse:  Similar  to  1890,  but  doubling  on  AMERICA, 
less  obviously  than  on  the  die  ol  business  strikes. 

Identifiable  by  minute  “flake”  near  border  above  first  star,  another  in  field  above  L,  from  for¬ 
eign  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking.  Nothing  finer  could  be  imagined.  The  picture  speaks 
for  itself.  Mr.  Trompeter  must  have  scoured  the  country  before  locating  this  splendid  Quarter 
Eagle.  Its  frosty  devices  are  a  testament  to  the  mint  craftsmen  who  made  the  dies  and  to  the 
pressman  whose  expertise  produced  so  beautiful  a  coin.  When  one  considers  how  few  Proofs 
were  made  in  the  1890s,  it  is  surprising  that  such  a  superb  coin  exists  at  all. 

Only  80  made.  Rarer  than  this  mintage  figure  suggests;  Akers  estimates  not  over  35  to  40.  In 
all,  9  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  6  finest  in  Proof  65.  Very  few  auction  records. 
Garrett’s  brought  $28,000;  one  in  Bowers  &  Merena’s  2/87  sale,  $6,875;  one  PCGS  PR-65, 
$23,100  in  RARCOA’s  section  of  Auction  ’89:387. 
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Lot  72 


Date 


1892 


Grade  Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety  Date  to  left,  1  almost  touches  abnormal  dentil.  Long  die  scratch  crosses  part  of  bust  and 

throat.  Die  file  marks  nearly  fill  two  end  white  stripes,  and  show  in  tops  of  others.  Dentils 
separated. 

Weakly  struck  on  eagle’s  legs  and  feathers  below  shield,  as  on  some  others  of  this  date  (e.g. 
Ullmer:385  and  Buddy  Ebsen:2319);  striations  slant  down  to  left  in  weak  area,  on  strip  from 
which  this  planchet  was  cut.  Tiny  lint  mark  above  head;  tiny  contact  mark  near  opening  of 
beak.  Were  it  not  for  these,  the  coin  would  sit  squarely  in  the  Gem  column  as  its  color,  strike, 
luster  and  surfaces  are  all  out  of  the  ordinary. 

Historic  Note  Only  103  made,  but  much  rarer  than  the  mintage  figure  implies;  probably  only  a  few  dozen 

survive.  In  all,  23  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  4  finest  in  Proof  65.  Garrett’s  brought 
$24,000,  March  1980;  Norweb’s,  $9,350;  one  in  Bowers  &  Merena  June  1988  auction, 
$9,625;  one  in  our  Worrell  Family  sale,  $9,350. 
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Date 

Grade 


Lot  73 


1893 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Traces  of  repunching  on  893;  date  first  entered  to  left  of  final  position.  Die  file  marks  at  tops 
and  bottoms  of  white  stripes;  those  in  rightmost  one  nearly  fill  it  and  slant  up  to  right  and 
down  to  right.  Dentils  partly  joined,  least  obvious  at  upper  right. 

No  identifying  marks.  Bright  surfaces  and  strong  cameo  effect  from  the  frosty  devices.  Either 
one  way  or  the  other,  prospective  bidders  should  allot  plenty  of  time  to  examine  each  and 
every  one  of  these  remarkable  gold  Proofs;  examine  them  under  magnification;  examine  them 
as  they  are,  without  a  glass;  and  then  enjoy  the  privilege  of  having  viewed  the  finest  (and 
only)  complete  date  collection  of  United  States  Proof  gold  ever  offered.  There  will  never  again 
be  another  opportunity  like  it. 

Only  106  made;  rarer  than  this  mintage  figure  suggests.  Akers  has  estimated  that  50-60% 
survive  (perhaps  53  to  64  specimens  in  all),  some  impaired.  In  all,  24  examples  have  been 
graded,  with  the  9  finest  tied  in  Proof  65.  Norweb’s  brought  $13,200;  one  in  Stack’s  Oct. 
1988  auction,  $14,850. 
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Lot  74 


Date 


1894 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Wart  on  chin,  crisscross  die  file  marks  at  lovelock.  Die  file  marks  in  lower  parts  of  white 
stripes,  slanting  down  to  right  in  first,  horizontal  in  2nd  through  4th,  up  to  right  in  others, 
filling  rightmost;  heaviest  in  2nd  and  6th.  Dentils  partly  joined,  most  separated  at  top. 

No  diagnostic  marks.  None,  that  is,  except  for  the  fact  that  everything  is  utterly  beautiful  on 
this  pristine  Gem.  The  surfaces,  the  strike,  the  luster,  the  color;  everything  is  “as  made,"  al¬ 
most  as  if  Ed  Trompeter  was  standing  first  in  line  at  the  Mint  the  day  they  placed  the  coin  on 
sale!  This  element  alone  seems  to  place  it  in  contention  for  Finest  Known. 

Only  122  made  (of  which  22  went  directly  to  Virgil  Brand);  rarer  than  this  mintage  figure 
suggests.  Akers  has  estimated  50  to  60  survivors.  In  all,  42  examples  have  been  graded,  with 
the  finest  being  Proof  66.  Records  $13,000,  Bowers  &  Ruddy  June  1980;  $11,550,  Stack’s 
section  of  Auction  '88;  $12,500,  Heritage  Dec.  1988;  $10,450,  Bowers  &  Merena’s  Saccone 
sale,  Nov.  1989. 
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Lot  75 


1895 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  slants  up  to  r.,  tiny  die  file  mark  hangs  down  from  lower  part  of  bun,  another  from 
rightmost  bead  on  bun;  minute  die  chip  above  10th  star.  Heavy  spine  slants  down  to  right 
from  r.  edge  of  second  vertical  stripe  in  shield.  Die  file  marks  fill  shield,  others  join  CA  and 
almost  join  IC,  still  others  join  fraction  to  bar.  Heavy  letters,  die  roughness  around  and 
within  them;  dentils  mostly  joined. 

Description  No  identifying  marks.  It  is  highly  improbable  that  a  coin  with  sharper  cameo  contrast  exists. 

Indeed,  the  devices  are  rich  and  golden  with  satin  surfaces.  Against  them,  the  reflective  field 
acts  like  a  pristine  mountain  lake  reflecting  everything  from  its  crystal  clear  surface. 

Historic  Note  Only  1 19  made.  In  all,  37  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  66.  Records 

$15,000,  Heritage  Dec.  1988;  $25,300,  Akers’s  section  of  Auction  '88;  $17,600,  our  “Con¬ 
noisseur”  sale. 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 
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Lot  76 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


1896 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  to  right;  die  rust  pit  behind  end  of  lovelock.  Die  file  marks  in  shield  similar  to  1893  but 
mostly  horizontal  and  less  obvious;  rightmost  white  stripe  filled.  Dentils  mostly  separated. 

Identifiable  by  a  minute  lint  mark  just  r.  of  5th  star,  another  almost  midway  between  9th  and 
10th  stars,  several  even  smaller  ones  behind  head.  Lightly  cloudy  from  natural  toning.  The  ef¬ 
fect  of  this  barely  hinders  the  eye-watering  brilliance  reflecting  back  from  the  mirror  field;  nor 
does  is  it  capable  of  hiding  the  impressive  devices,  frosted  with  satiny  gold  and  themselves 
also  blemish-free. 

Only  132  made.  In  all,  39  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  66.  Records 
$20,900  in  Akers’s  section  of  Auction  '88;  $19,800  in  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  ’89. 

Apparently  ex  Paramount  section  of  Auction  79:254  at  a  then  high  $5,250. 
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Lot  77 


Date  1897 

Grade  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety  Tiny  lumps  in  ear.  Die  file  marks  fill  shield;  without  the  spine  at  2nd  vertical  stripe  in  shield, 

otherwise  almost  identical  to  the  1895  die,  even  to  die  file  marks  joining  IC;  dentils  joined. 

Description  Identifiable  by  several  microscopic  lint  marks  on  cheek  right  of  lips.  In  the  true  and  proper 

sense  of  the  word,  this  1897  is  magnificent.  Besides  offering  a  well-struck  appearance  and 
lovely  surface  on  the  devices,  its  fields  are  as  infinitely  deep  mirrors,  reflecting  light  away  from 
the  eye  in  such  a  way  as  to  appear  golden-black,  almost  invisible  with  depth.  Without  any 
apologies  to  others  in  its  class,  it  is  among  the  finest  known  1897. 

Historic  Note  Only  136  made.  In  all,  50  examples  have  been  graded  (no  doubt  having  some  duplication 

from  resubmittals),  with  the  finest  being  Proof  67.  Record  $20,350  in  Akers’s  section  of  Auc¬ 
tion  ’88;  $20,900  in  our  “Connoisseur”  sale;  and  $27,500  in  our  Heifetz  sale,  Oct.  1989. 
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Lot  78 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1898 

Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Date  to  right;  crisscross  die  file  marks  in  middle  of  lovelock;  tiny  horizontal  spine  from  dentil 
at  5th  star.  Reverse:  Almost  identical  to  1897  but  a  die  file  mark  goes  from  thick  part  of  C  to 
tail. 

No  identifying  marks.  An  unbelievably  beautiful  coin!  Its  sharpness  is  beyond  compare.  And 
its  color  is  superb.  More  to  the  point,  the  fields  are  perfect,  the  devices,  nicely  frosted  (in 
truth,  blisteringly  frosted!),  and  the  cheek,  the  essence  of  perfection.  If  we  had  to  pick  one 
coin  from  this  run  of  Quarter  Eagles  that  best  epitomizes  the  type,  we  would  choose  this 
1898. 

Only  165  made.  In  all,  58  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  4  finest  tied  in  Proof  67.  Two 
records  of  $17,600,  Bowers  &  Merena  Jan.  1988  and  Stack’s  Oct.  1988. 
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Lot  79 


Date 


1899 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

B-2  (in  Breen’s  Proof  book).  Date  slants  up  to  right;  tiny  chip  between  tops  of  LI;  die  file 
mark  slants  down  from  E,  others  join  TY.  Die  file  marks,  nearly  horizontal,  within  and  be¬ 
tween  lower  feathers,  nearly  fill  first  white  stripe  and  lower  parts  of  others;  in  rightmost  they 
are  nearly  vertical.  Dentils  partly  or  wholly  joined  at  left,  separated  at  right;  roughness  at  let¬ 
ters  mostly  polished  off  die. 

No  distinguishing  marks.  Bold  devices  combined  with  glittering  luster  and  full-blown  cameo 
contrast.  What  emerges  in  the  end  is  a  remarkably  attractive  Gem  Proof  Liberty  Head,  as 
pure  and  fresh  as  any  ever  offered,  and  worth  considering  il  you  are  building  a  museum-qual¬ 
ity  set. 

Only  150  made.  In  all,  74  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  3  finest  tied  in  Proof  67. 
Norweb’s  brought  $20,900;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  '89,  $27,500;  and  one  in  our 
Heifetz  sale,  $28,600. 

Apparently  ex  Mint,  Dec.  1899,  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:248  at  $4,675. 
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Lot  80 


Date 

1900 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

Base  of  1  and  part  of  9  repunched;  heavy  die  file  mark  down  from  T.  Reverse:  Few  faint  scat¬ 
tered  die  file  marks  at  bases  of  white  stripes;  die  cut  in  outer  rim  above  F.  Dentils  separated. 

Description 

No  identifying  marks.  Warm  yellow-gold  color  enhances  this  Quarter  Eagle’s  attraction.  In 
addition,  it  is  well  struck  and  offers  the  gold  fancier  a  combination  of  satin  finish  on  the  de¬ 
vices  against  resplendent  mirror  fields;  fields  so  nice  they  put  to  shame  the  majority  of  Proof 
gold  coins  seen. 

Historic  Note 

Only  205  made.  In  all,  98  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  4  finest  tied  in  Proof  67. 
Norweb’s  brought  $19,800;  one  in  Stack’s  sale,  Oct.  1988,  $23,100;  and  one  in  our  Worrell 
Family  sale,  $18,1 50. 

The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  81 

Date 

1901 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

Minute  die  chip  on  temple  behind  eye;  crisscross  die  file  marks  below  ear  and  at  lovelock. 
Many  minute  scattered  die  file  marks  in  shield,  partly  effaced  by  die  polish;  dentils  well  apart; 
roughness  at  letters  polished  off  die. 

Description 

Identifiable  by  one  small  lint  mark  below  eye.  Another  fabulous  jewel  in  this  long  series  of 
outstanding  Proof  Quarter  Eagles.  This  specimen,  too,  is  immaculate.  It  should  be  viewed  by 
all  who  have  any  interest  in  owning  the  premier  numismatic  item,  an  American  gold  Proof. 

Historic  Note 

Only  223  made.  In  all,  77  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  3  finest  in  Proof  67.  Garrett’s 
brought  $23,000;  one  in  our  Heifetz  sale,  $27,500;  one  in  Christie’s  sale,  Dec.  1989, 

$41,800. 
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Lot  82 


Date 


1902 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


First  year  with  semi-brilliant  devices  on  all  denominations;  no  more  frosty  cameos.  Tiny  shad¬ 
owy  lump  on  brow  vertically  below  L.  Faint  traces  of  die  file  marks  at  bases  of  white  stripes, 
mostly  polished  off  die;  tiny  die  chips  above  bases  of  4th  and  5th  white  stripes;  dentils  sepa¬ 
rated,  most  roughness  at  letters  polished  off  die. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  dark  sliver  near  N  (removable?).  Devices  and  fields  are  pristine,  with  nee¬ 
dle-points  on  the  stars,  no  value-reducing  defects,  and  pure  golden  sparkle. 

Only  193  made.  In  all,  66  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  finest  being  Proof  66.  Gar¬ 
rett’s  brought  $18,000;  one  in  our  April  1980  sale,  $15,000;  Norweb’s,  $11,000;  one  in  our 
section  of  Auction  '89,  $12,100;  and  one  in  our  Heifetz  sale,  $13,750. 
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Lot  83 


Date 

1903 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

File  marks  at  dentils  polished  off  die  except  for  one  at  3rd  star  and  faint  traces  between  first 
and  second.  Plain  die  file  mark  nearly  horizontal  in  rightmost  white  stripe.  Dentils  separated. 

Description 

No  identifying  marks.  A  sterling  example  of  one  of  America’s  most  cherished  coins.  Proof 
gold  of  this  caliber  is  sleek  and  beautiful,  making  it  a  perfect  choice  for  the  advanced  numis¬ 
matist  seeking  only  worthwhile  coins  to  include  in  his  collection. 

Historic  Note 

Only  197  made.  In  all,  30  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  7  finest  in  Proof  65.  One  in 
our  April  1980  sale  brought  $13,000;  one  in  a  North  American  sale,  Jan.  1985,  $1 1,770;  one 
in  Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  '86,  $12,650;  one  in  Bowers  &  Merena’s  sale,  Nov.  1988, 

$14,300. 
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Lot  84 


Date 


1904 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Low  date  to  left,  slants  up  to  right.  Die  polishing  has  weakened  repunching  on  base  of  4.  In¬ 
ner  circle  to  dentils  from  above  7th  to  11th  stars.  Jumble  of  faint  die  file  marks  in  shield,  two 
plainest  slanting  down  to  right  near  tops  of  first  two  white  stripes;  dentils  apart. 

Identifiable  by  a  small  vertical  lint  mark  between  tops  of  90.  Frosted  devices  and  mirror  fields 
combine  in  this  little  jewel  to  give  the  coin  an  impressive  two-tone  appearance.  If  this  were 
all,  it  would  be  a  first  class  item.  But  there  is  more,  since  the  mirror  fields  are  flawless.  Such  a 
coin  is  unusual  and  worthy  of  a  top-notch  collection. 

Only  170  made.  In  all,  54  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  3  finest  in  Proof  66.  One  in  a 
NERCA  sale,  July  1980,  brought  $11,000;  one  in  RARCOA’s  section  of  Auction  ’87, 
$17,600;  o n e  in  the  P ac i f ic  jO illioj  sale,  J u ne  1988,  $  1 2 , 1 0 0 ;  and  one  in  S tack  s  section  o  1 
Auction  ’89,  $17,600. 
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Lot  85 


Date 

1905 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

Low  date  to  left,  slanting  up  to  right.  Confused  die  file  marks  throughout  shield,  weakened 
but  not  effaced  by  die  polishing;  dentils  apart. 

Description 

Identifiable  by  tiny  shallow  lint  mark  on  throat.  Brilliant  finish  on  the  devices  as  opposed  to  a 
satin  texture  on  pre-1901  coinage.  In  the  present  instance,  the  effect  is  quite  imposing.  This  is 
because  the  surfaces  are  faultless,  thus  giving  the  coin  its  well-earned  grade. 

Historic  Note 

Only  144  made.  In  all,  105  have  been  graded,  with  the  finest  being  Proof  67.  One  in  Stack’s 
May  1989  sale  brought  $27,500;  one  in  our  Worrell  Family  sale,  $29,700;  one  in  our  Heifetz 

sale,  $22,000. 
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Lot  86 


Date 

1906 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

High  date  close  to  truncation.  Without  the  short  die  file  marks  from  bridge  of  nose  and  jaw 
seen  on  some  specimens.  Reverse:  Almost  identical  to  1905,  differing  only  in  directions  of 
some  of  the  jumbled  file  marks  in  shield. 

Description 

No  identifying  marks.  A  wonderful  coin  featuring  deep  golden-yellow  color,  a  bold  strike, 
two-tone  contrast,  and  immaculate  surfaces. 

Historic  Note 

Only  160  made.  In  all,  86  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  4  finest  in  Proof  66.  One  in 
Stack’s  sale,  March  1980,  brought  $15,000;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  ’80,  $1 1,000.  Later 
records  include  Norweb’s,  $15,400;  Bowers  &  Merena  June  1988,  $19,800  and  June  1989, 

$22,000. 
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Lot  87 


Date 


1907 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Last  year  of  the  design.  Date  low,  slants  up  to  right.  Nearly  complete  inner  circle  at  dentils  ex¬ 
cept  below  date.  No  spur  from  3rd  star  (some  others  show  it).  Two  plain  horizontal  die  file 
marks  in  second  white  stripe,  a  jumble  of  others  in  unpolished  areas  near  tops  and  bases  of 
stripes.  Dentils  separated  but  less  so  than  on  some  earlier  dates. 

Identifiable  by  minute  ‘'flakes”  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  dies  at  striking)  in  field  just 
right  of  3th  star,  above  L,  and  below  8th  star.  The  last  Liberty  Head  in  this  remarkable  se¬ 
quence  of  dates,  this  1907  is  also  a  stunning  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  and  features  brilliant  color 
and  satisfying  cameo  contrast  between  devices  and  fields. 

Only  154  made.  In  all,  82  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  11  finest  in  Proof  66.  Gar¬ 
rett’s  brought  $22,000;  Norweb's,  $15,400;  one  in  RARCOA’s  section  of  Auction  88, 
$20,900;  and  one  in  our  Heifetz  sale,  $17,600. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Quarter  Eagles 


INDIAN  HEAD  DESIGN 

Obverse  portrays  Brule  Lakota  Chief  Hollow  Horn  Bear,  who  had  taken  part  in  Theodore 
Roosevelt’s  inaugural  parade,  March  4,  1905.  The  Chief  died  March  15,  1913,  age  54,  at 
Providence  Hospital,  according  to  the  notice  in  the  April  1913  Numismatist,  which  misi- 
dentified  him  as  the  model  for  the  1899  $5  Silver  Certificates.  His  true  identity  as  Boston 
sculptor  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s  model  for  the  1908  Quarter  Eagles  and  Half  Eagles  first  came  to 
light  in  an  exhibit  in  the  1988  ANA  Convention;  we  have  not  yet  learned  who  was  the  ex¬ 
hibitor.  The  raised  flat  fields  of  the  new  design  meant  that  Proofs  would  have  to  be  in  one 
of  the  French  matte  finishes.  Proofs  (1908-15)  were  not  as  popular  as  the  old-fashioned 
brilliant  Proofs  of  former  designs,  especially  because  they  were  darker  and  duller  than  busi¬ 
ness  strikes;  many  were  mistakenly  spent,  others  melted  in  1916  as  unsold. 

Due  to  the  nature  of  the  proofing  process  on  Matte  and  Satin-finish  gold  Proofs,  even  the 
slightest  nick  or  hairline  shows  up  as  a  shiny  area  on  the  surface.  Because  of  this,  and  be¬ 
cause  the  fields  were  so  vulnerable  on  Indian  Head  Proofs  of  all  denominations,  surviving 
specimens  in  Gem  condition  are  necessarily  very  limited.  Indeed,  they  may  be  much  rarer 
date-for-date  than  Liberty  Heads  of  1900  to  1907. 

Something  worth  mentioning  is  how  collectors’  tastes  have  changed  over  the  years.  When 
Matte  Proof  Indian  gold  pieces  first  appeared  they  caused  a  stir  among  the  collecting  com¬ 
munity.  Nothing  like  them  had  ever  been  sold  by  the  U.S.  Mint.  As  with  any  innovation, 
most  people  tended  to  react  conservatively,  abusing  the  new  technique  and  longing  for  the 
older,  more  familiar  mirror  finish.  Then,  over  time,  collectors  came  to  appreciate  the 
beauty  and  elegance  of  our  Matte  Proof  coinage.  Today,  these  are  much  more  in  vogue  and 
are  considered  beautiful  works  of  art.  Examine  them  for  yourselves  and  see  if  you  do  not 
agree.  The  Trompeter  coins,  being  first-rate  Gem  Matte  Proofs,  are  true  numismatic  treas¬ 
ures. 
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Lot  88 


Date 


1908 


Grade 

Variety 


Choice  to  Gem  Matte  Proof 
Dark  matte  finish. 


Description  Identifiable  by  three  minute  lint  marks  or  the  like,  vertically  below  F,  only  visible  at  certain 

angles.  An  exceptionally  bold  specimen,  mostly  in  the  gem  class  by  having  clean  surfaces  and 
no  scuffs  on  the  matte  finish.  A  wire  edge  on  both  sides  confirms  its  bold  strike. 

Historic  Note  Around  New  Years  Day,  1908,  Dr.  William  Sturgis  Bigelow,  a  close  friend  of  President  Theo¬ 

dore  Roosevelt,  hit  upon  the  idea  of  making  coins  with  devices  sunk  beneath  the  fields.  That 
is,  they  would  still  be  in  relief  as  opposed  to  true  intaglio  but  depressed  so  that  the  highest 
points  would  not  be  immediately  worn  away.  (The  technical  term  lor  this  effect,  borrowed 
from  the  science  of  archeology,  is  sunken  relief?)  Only  139  Matte  Proof  1908s  made.  In  all,  43 
examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  63.  Far  fewer  auction  records  than  for 
1908.  Garrett’s  brought  $27,000;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  '80,  $19,500;  one  in  a  Heri¬ 
tage  sale,  Nov.  1989,  $14,630. 
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Lot  89 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1909 

Gem  Matte  Proof 

Roman  finish,  halfway  between  matte  and  mirrored;  probably  developed  to  end  complaints 
about  the  dark  color  of  1908  Proofs.  (The  name  “Roman”  for  this  satiny  finish  dates  back  to 
the  1950s  or  earlier,  and  alludes  to  an  accidental  resemblance  between  this  surface  and  that 
on  some  Roman  aurei.)  Their  lighter  color  meant  that  they  could  easily  be  mistaken  for  busi¬ 
ness  strikes;  many  were  spent. 

Two  minute  lint  marks,  one  midway  TE(D)  and  wing,  the  other  vertically  below  O(F);  faint 
rev.  hairlines.  Otherwise,  as  struck  which  means,  magnificent!  The  surfaces,  the  color,  the 
strike  and  luster,  are  all  outstanding  for  a  Matte  Proof  gold  piece,  and  interested  bidders 
should  devote  time  to  examining  the  coin  in  detail  to  better  appreciate  what  a  true  work  of 
art  it  is. 

Only  236  made,  many  reportedly  melted  Jan.  2,  1909;  Akers  estimates  70  to  80  known.  In 
all,  88  examples  have  been  graded  (no  doubt,  with  duplications  and  “cross-overs”  from  one 
service  to  the  other).  The  finest  2  grade  Proof  67.  Garrett’s  brought  $35,000;  one  in  Stack’s 
section  of  Auction  '88,  $25,300;  Bowers  &  Merena,  Jan.  and  March  1989,  $26,950  and 
$28,600. 
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■■ 


■■■ 


Lot  90 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Historic  Note 


1910 

Superb  Gem  Matte  Proof 

Identifiable  by  a  faint  lint  mark  at  initials  B.L.P.  Barring  this  insignificant  detail,  the  coin  is 
utterly  perfect;  a  gem  rendition  of  turn-of-the-century  coining  art  at  its  finest.  All  ol  designer 
Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s  sophisticated  features  stand  out,  with  every  feather  sharp  and  the  patterned 
ribbon  band  spanning  the  chief’s  forehead  minutely  portrayed.  Clearly  an  extraordinary  coin! 

Supposedly  682  made;  many  believe  this  figure  is  a  typographical  error,  as  Proofs  ol  this  date 
are  no  less  rare  than  those  of  1909.  In  all,  83  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  4  finest  in 
Proof  66.  Garrett’s  brought  $34,000;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  '80,  $19,300;  Heritage 
Feb.  1986,  $22,000;  one  in  our  “Connoisseur”  sale,  $25,300;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction 
’89,  $28,600. 
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Lot  91 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


1911 

Gem  Matte  Proof 

Sandblast  finish;  color  slightly  darker  than  1908. 

No  identifying  marks.  And  how  could  there  be  with  the  surfaces  so  impeccable.  The  sandblast 
texture  gives  the  entire  coin  a  sense  of  quiet  dignity,  just  as  does  the  stern-faced  chief  which 
Pratt  modeled  after  an  unknown  Native  American  chieftain. 

Only  191  made.  In  all,  47  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  4  finest  in  Proof  67.  Garrett’s 
brought  $34,000;  one  in  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  '88,  $37,400;  one  in  Stack’s  May  1989 
sale,  $39,600;  and  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  ’89,  $40,700. 
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Lot  92 


Date 


1912 


Grade 


Gem  Matte  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Fine  sandblast  finish;  color  slightly  lighter  than  1911. 

No  identifying  marks,  and  instead,  a  marvelous  perfect  appearance  made  all  the  more  beauti¬ 
ful  because  of  the  fine  sandblasting  technique  used.  The  Indian’s  cheek,  as  well  as  all  other 
surfaces,  is  perfect.  Even  a  veteran  collector  of  U.S.  Proof  gold  will  be  impressed  with  this 
handsome  specimen. 

Only  197  made.  In  all,  31  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  67.  Garrett’s 
brought  $30,000;  one  in  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  88,  $23,300;  one  in  their  Oct.  1988  sale, 
$26,400;  and  one  PCGS  Pr-67  in  our  “Connoisseur’’  sale,  $46,200. 
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Lot  93 


Date 


1913 


Grade 


Gem  Matte  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Matte  finish;  color  slightly  darker,  nearer  to  1908. 

No  identifying  marks.  Judged  by  any  measuring  standard,  this  1913  is  a  top-of-the-line  coin. 
From  its  unimprovable  strike  to  its  beautiful  color,  culminating  in  its  exquisite  state  of  preser¬ 
vation,  it  is  a  match  for  any  contender  for  Finest  Known  status.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note 
that  so  few  have  been  graded  by  third-party  grading  services. 

Only  165  made.  In  all,  23  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  7  finest  in  Proof  66.  Garrett’s 
brought  $32,000;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  '80,  $19,500;  one  in  Bowers  &  Merena’s 
June  1984  sale,  $14,850;  one  in  the  Pacific  (Gillio)  sale  of  Feb.  1989,  $15,950. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  94 


Date 


1914 


Grade 


Gem  Matte  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Matte  finish  similar  to  1913. 

No  identifying  marks.  If  a  guess  had  to  be  made,  we  would  consider  this  handsome  1914 
Matte  Proof  to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  existence,  and  would  expect  it  to  garner  attention  from 
those  who  understand  its  significance.  Its  surfaces  are  immaculate;  its  strike,  second  to  none; 
and  its  overall  appearance  places  it  well  ahead  of  others  called  "Gem"  Matte  Proof. 

Only  1 17  made.  In  all,  69  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  10  finest  in  Proof  65.  Gar¬ 
rett’s  brought  $43,000;  one  in  our  section  of  Auction  "80,  $19,500;  one  in  Bowers  & 
Merena’s  Jan.  1988  sale,  $22,000;  one  in  our  Heifetz  sale,  $23,100;  and  one  in  a  MARCA 
sale,  May  1989,  $34,000. 
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Lot  95 


Date 


1915 


Grade 


Gem  Matte  Proof 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


Similar  to  1913-14. 

No  identifying  marks.  An  uncommonly  beautiful  example  of  this  last  year  of  issue.  The  sur¬ 
faces  are  replete  with  evenly  spread  matte  texture  and  show  nary  the  slightest  evidence  of  con¬ 
tact  with  other  coins  or  any  evidence  of  having  been  cleaned. 

Only  100  made,  many  melted  in  1916  as  unsold.  Rarest  Proof  of  the  design.  In  all,  only  39 
examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  6  finest  in  Proof  66.  Garrett’s  brought  $45,000;  one  in 
our  section  of  Auction  ‘80,  $19,500;  one  in  Stack’s  Oct.  1988  sale,  $19,800;  and  one  in  a 
May  1989  MARCA  sale,  $58,000. 
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Extraordinary  1854  Proof  Three  Dollar  Gold 


Lot  96 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


1854 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Only  year  with  small  DOLLARS.  Heavy  letters.  Faint  die  file  marks  between  border  and 
MER;  another  from  topmost  leaf  point  on  right  wreath  to  rim  a  little  past  12:00. 

Recognizable  as  the  famous  Eliasberg  specimen  by  minute  lint  marks  and  “flakes”  (from  for¬ 
eign  matter  adhering  to  dies  at  striking),  most  noticeable  above  D(O)  and  at  rim  above  top¬ 
most  leaf  point  on  left  wreath;  these  are  not  impairments.  In  point  of  fact,  there  are 
absolutely  no  impairments  on  this  exquisite  rarity.  Rather,  the  surfaces  are  pristine  and  origi¬ 
nal,  with  a  light  yellow-gold  color  and  well-defined  contrast  between  mirror  fields  and  satin 
devices.  This  is  the  only  Three  Dollar  Gold  piece  incorporating  small  letters  in  DOLLAR.  As 
such,  it  rates  as  a  distinct  variety. 

Only  15  struck,  April  28,  1854;  possibly  a  few  others  later.  Only  2  Proofs  have  been  graded 
by  the  services,  with  the  nicer  piece  in  Proof  62. 

Ex  Jenks,  Clapp,  Eliasberg  collections. 

The  following  specimens  are  traced,  but  these  listings  may  comprise  as  few  as  8  or  9  different 
coins: 

1)  Mint,  Smithsonian. 

2)  John  Story  Jenks:5782  (1921),  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:272,  $39,600.  The  present 
coin. 

3)  Garrett:4l7  (1 1/79),  $45,000.  This  has  less  heavy  letters  than  the  rest,  and  is  thought 
to  have  been  made  on  or  after  May  1,  1854.  “Minute  traces  of  friction.” 

4)  Mint,  Rev.  Richmond,  Merkin  3/68:400,  $1,600,  Dr.  Ketterman.  Spot  between  DO. 
Ill.  Breen  Proofs  book. 

5)  Harry  Bass.  Possibly  one  of  two  preceding. 

6)  North  Carolina  family  (non-numismatic,  obtained  many  years  earlier  as  a  gift),  Para¬ 
mount  1 1/77:499,  $15,000.  Light  obverse  hairlines. 

7)  Our  Miguel  Munoz  sale  1:1688  (6/78),  our  Buddy  Ebsen  sale,  5/87:2393,  $25,300. 
Obverse  hairlines. 


8)  Kosoff,  Pittman. 
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9)  J.  F.  Bell  1:265  (1944).  No  data;  possibly  same  as  last  or  one  of  next  three. 

10)  Our  section  ol  Auction  ’88:344,  $5,775.  Hairlined.  Possibly  same  as  last  or  one  of  next 
two. 

11)  Paramount  Grand  Central  11/67:796.  Hairlined,  rubbed.  Same  as  last  or  one  of  next 
two? 

12)  Geiss:1582,  Rovensky:1733.  Impaired. 

13)  Jerome  Kern:  184.  Impaired.  This  or  preceding  may  be  the  piece  owned  by  Mike 
Brownlee,  described  in  Paramount  1 1/77:499  as  “circulated  to  EF.” 


Superior 
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Extremely  Rare  1855  Proof  Three  Dollar  Gold 


Lot  97 


Date 


1855 


Grade 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


First  year  with  large  DOLLARS.  Less  than  hall  ol  JBL  visible  on  truncation;  thinner  letters, 
bases  of  F  extremely  thin;  first  feather  incomplete;  dentils  joined  above  F  AMERICA,  else¬ 
where  well  apart.  Reverse:  Terminal  tassels  attenuated;  part  of  ribbon  bow  hollow  vertically 
below  first  5;  extra  outline  within  3.  (The  spur  on  knob  of  final  5  is  in  the  logotype  and 
shows  on  business  strikes.) 

Identifiable  by  lint  mark  joining  (E)S  to  border,  another  below  S(T),  and  a  small  porous  area 
(from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die?)  between  S  O.  As  soon  as  you  see  this  incredible  1855 
Proof  Three  Dollar  Gold  piece  you  will  understand  why  it  is  so  special,  so  out  ol  the  ordinary. 
For  not  only  are  the  fields  as  reflective  as  a  precious  golden  mirror,  but  they  are  admirably 
balanced  by  richly  frosted  devices.  The  head  of  Liberty,  in  particular,  shows  an  intense,  satiny 
surface,  and  is  razor-sharp  from  feather  ends  to  the  curls  at  the  base  of  the  neck.  As  a  general 
observation,  this  coin  is  far  in  advance  of  most  Proof  Three  Dollar  Gold  pieces,  common  date 
as  well  as  rare.  That  it  is  one  of  the  extremely  rare  1855-dated  ones  as  well  only  increases  its 
desirability. 

Mintage  unknown;  over  twice  as  rare  in  Proof  state  as  the  1854. 

Ex  Paramount,  July  1977. 

The  following  specimens  are  traced: 

1)  Woodin,  Clapp,  Eliasberg:275,  $28,600,  Auction  85:934,  $31,900. 

2)  McCoy:  1987  (May  1864),  Heman  Ely,  Garrett:393  (March  1976),  $35,000,  Harry 
Bass. 

3)  North  Carolina  family  (non-numismatic,  obtained  many  years  earlier  as  a  gift,  by 
brother  of  consignor  of  1854  Proof  #6),  Paramount  7/77:519,  $25,000.  The  present 
coin. 

4)  F.C.C.  Boyd,  Jerome  Kern,  Melds  “Golden  Jubilee”:  1 88.  The  Dennis  With  coin? 
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I 


Lot  98 


Date  1856 

Grade  Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety  Still  less  of  JBL  visible;  bases  of  F  almost  gone;  first  feather  still  more  incomplete;  dentils 

mostly  joined.  Reverse:  Large  over  small  DOLLARS;  hub  doubling  on  wreath  (plainest  on 
left  and  right  cotton  leaves)  and  3.  The  only  $3  die  with  such  an  extraordinary  blunder.  Breen 
6353,  Proofs  only. 

Identifiable  by  pinscratch  from  back  of  neck  pointing  to  I;  scattered  lint  marks  and  "flakes  in 
left  obverse  field.  An  outstanding  specimen,  boldly  struck  and  pleasing  to  the  critical  eye.  It  is 
no  great  wonder  why  great  gold  rarities  such  as  this  1856  draw  in  the  crowds.  It  is  a  joy  to  be¬ 
hold.  This  trait  alone  should  recommend  it  to  any  perceptive  numismatist. 

Historic  Note  Mintage  unknown.  Only  2  Proofs  have  been  graded  by  the  services  (one  each  for  PCGS  and 

NGC),  both  of  them  Proof  64. 

Pedigree  The  following  specimens  are  traced: 

1)  F.C.C.  Boyd,  WGC:271.  Ill.  Breen  Proofs  book  and  Encyclopedia. 

2)  Garrett:394  (March  1976),  $21,000,  our  “Connoisseur”  sale  1/89:338,  $39,600,  our 
Jascha  Fleifetz  sale  11/89:4242,  $49,500,  our  Boys  Town  sale  5/90:5506,  $68,750, 
always  as  “superb”;  NGC  PF-64  CAM.  Weak  on  several  feather  ends  and  ribbon  just 
below  bows. 

3)  RARCOA  section  of  Auction  '81:391,  $20,500,  Dennis  With.  Slightly  impaired. 

4)  J.F.  Bell  I  (1944).  No  data.  Possibly  same  as  last  or  one  of  following. 

5)  Plarry  Bass.  Possibly  same  as  #1  or  #2. 

6)  Mike  Brownlee. 

7)  Present  coin,  provenance  unknown. 


Description 
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i 


Very  Rare  1857  Proof 


Lot  99 


Date 


1857 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Obverse  of  1856,  die  drastically  polished;  almost  none  of  JBL  visible;  bases  of  F  almost  gone; 
first  feather  still  more  incomplete,  frayed  hair  ends  below  Y;  large  hollow  areas  of  die  polish 
below  ear  and  on  throat.  Reverse:  Extra  outlines  within  and  atop  3;  unpolished  area  in  lower 
part  of  bows. 

Identifiable  by  “flake”  (from  extraneous  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking)  below  truncation, 
another  between  F  and  rim;  emphatically  not  impairments.  A  priceless  masterpiece  due  to  its 
exhilarating  brilliance,  its  bold  high  points,  and  its  superb  cameo  contrast.  In  fact,  if  the  col¬ 
lector  community  gave  an  award  for  numismatic  excellence,  this  1857  Gem  Proof  would  win 
hands  down.  When  viewed  under  magnification,  it  comes  alive,  as  it  were,  proudly  displaying 
designer  James  Barton  Longacre’s  coin  engraving  expertise.  Some  have  derided  Longacre  as  a 
mediocre  artist.  But  this  is  a  gross  injustice,  for  once  you  examine  this  immaculate  1857 
Three  Dollar  Gold  piece  you  will  see  how  well  he  presented  his  genuinely  American  theme! 

Mintage  unknown  but  certainly  very  small.  Only  4  Proofs  have  been  graded  by  the  services, 
all  of  them  Proof  64  curiously  enough.  This  may  imply  some  duplication,  and  hence,  a 
smaller  overall  population. 

Ex  Boyd,  Pierce,  Jay,  Ullmer,  and  Dr.  Buss  collections. 

The  following  specimens  are  traced: 

1)  Mint,  Smithsonian  Institution. 

2)  Parmelee:1280,  Woodin:ll44,  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:280,  $20,900,  Paramount’s 
section  of  Auction  ’84:882,  $24,750,  our  “Connoisseur”  sale  1/89:339,  $29,700,  our 
Heifetz  sale  10/89:4243,  $49,500,  our  section  of  Auction  '90:1295,  $48,000,  our 
Dennis  Mendelson  sale  2/91:2728.  Lint  mark  on  chin,  another  above  3. 

3)  F.C.C.  Boyd,  Grant  Pierce:1242,  Charles  Jay:275,  Ullmer:4ll,  $21,000,  RARCOA 
5/77:399,  $9,500,  Auction  82:1368,  $12,000,  our  Dr.  Jerry  Buss  sale,  1  /85: 1^50, 
$18,000.  The  present  coin. 

4)  Jerome  Kern,  Samuel  Wolfson:279. 

5)  Harry  Bass.  Same  as  preceding? 


ior  ( iallcrics 
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6)  William  J.  Jenks,  Haseltine  69th  Sale,  Garrett:395  (March  1976),  $17,000,  Auction 
81:394,  $30,000,  our  Dennis  Mendelson  sale  2/91:2729,  $35,200. 


1 10 


Superior 
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Important  Proof  1858  Three  Dollar 


Lot  100 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


1858 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

A  little  under  half  of  JBL  visible;  die  polish  in  first  feather;  hollow  area  of  die  polish  at  throat, 
less  than  on  the  1857  die;  dentils  well  apart  from  about  5:00  to  8:00,  elsewhere  joined.  Re¬ 
verse:  Extra  outlines  within,  atop  and  at  r.  of  3,  on  right  ribbon  end,  and  parts  of  outer  right 
wreath.  Dentils  joined  except  at  top;  inner  circle  about  3:00  to  6:00. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  lint  marks,  one  near  chin,  another  near  base  of  (N)I,  a  third  above  top  of 
left  wreath,  a  fourth  left  of  lower  knob  of  3.  There  is  no  question  that  this  1858  is  among  the 
finest  extant.  This  is  plainly  evident  in  the  attractive  fields  and  excellent  devices.  Definitely 
something  for  those  who  appreciate  a  Proof  gold  coin  having  warm  golden-yellow  color  and 
two-tone  contrast. 

Mintage  unknown,  probably  fewer  than  20;  possibly  12  survive.  Only  3  have  been  graded  by 
the  services,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  64. 

The  following  specimens  are  traced,  possibly  representing  as  few  as  nine  different  ones: 

1)  Mint,  Smithsonian. 

2)  Mint,  Robert  Brock,  J.R  Morgan,  ANS. 

3)  Woodin,  Clapp,  Eliasberg:282,  $15,400. 

4)  Garrett:396  (March  1976),  $14,000. 

5)  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  1976  ANA:2886,  $12,000. 

6)  Wolfson:282. 

7)  Harry  Bass.  Possibly  same  as  one  of  foregoing. 

8)  Present  coin,  provenance  unknown,  possibly  same  as  one  of  foregoing. 

9)  Heritage  5/84:104,  $20,000.  Lint  marks  between  ST  and  between  AT. 

10)  Grant  Pierce:  1244,  Charles  Jay:276,  impaired,  possibly  reappearing  as  Stack’s 
12/81:1103,  $4,600. 

1  1)  Merkin  1 1/65:322,  impaired,  poorly  cleaned. 

12)  Stack’s  4/78:835,  $7,500.  Rubbing  above  head.  Possibly  same  as  either  of  preceding. 
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Lot  101 


Date 


1859 


Grade 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Similar  to  1858  obverse  but  die  polish  on  throat  less  noticeable;  die  polish  in  feathers  above  E 
and  T;  dentils  joined  above  AMERICA,  elsewhere  apart.  Reverse:  Traces  of  repunching  on  9. 
Right  terminal  tassel  attenuated;  hollow  areas  (die  polish)  below  lower  right  cotton  leaf;  leaf 
left  of  date  very  thin;  faint  traces  of  extra  outlines  in  3.  Double  clash  mark  from  part  of  ear 
just  below  3.  Dentils  joined  at  lower  right. 

Identifiable  by  two  lint  marks  in  field  left  of  brow,  others  on  cheek  and  near  eye  and  below 
D(O);  two  tiny  toning  spots  on  jaw.  Quite  close  to  being  a  gem.  The  devices  are  nicely 
frosted,  and  give  splendid  contrast  against  the  reflective  fields  surrounding  them.  But  this  is 
only  half  the  picture,  since  1859  is,  as  a  date,  many,  many  times  scarcer  than  dates  in  the 
1870s  or  1880s.  This  is  unmistakable  in  the  population  census  listed  below. 

Supposedly  80  made  with  the  sets;  35  sold  by  the  Mint,  the  rest  melted;  well  under  half  the 
original  35  survive.  Only  4  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  a  pair  tied  for  fin¬ 
est  in  Proof  65. 

Ex  Jewett,  Clapp  and  Eliasberg  collections. 

The  following  specimens  are  traced; 

1)  Mint,  Smithsonian. 

2)  Mint,  Robert  Brock,  J.P.  Morgan,  ANS. 

3)  Jewett  (1909),  Clapp,  EIiasberg:283,  $14,300.  The  present  coin. 

4)  Garrett:397  (March  1976),  $10,000,  believed  Harry  Bass. 

5)  Samuel  Wolfson,  Grant  Pierce,  Charles  Jay,  Ullmer:4l2,  $9,000,  our  Buddy  Ebsen  sale, 
5/87:2399,  $29,700,  later  slabbed  PCGS  Pr-65. 

6)  J.  E  Bell,  Memorable’  (3/1/48),  Harold  Bareford:  1 28,  $14,000,  Auction  '79:265, 
$19,000;  Auction  81:398,  $29,500,  our  “Connoisseur’’  sale  1/89:1 1 1,  $46,200. 

I  hotographic  quality  renders  other  auctioned  specimens  untraceable,  including  the  Boyd » 
WGQ274  coin  illustrated  in  Breens  Proofs  book ,  and  Pine  Tra-’s  9/74:1868  at  $7,500  (nick  in 
lower  lefi  obverse  field). 
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Lot  102 


Date 


1860 


Grade 


Choice  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety  Less  than  half  of  B  in  JBL  visible,  though  over  half  the  J  and  L  are  intact.  Minute  rust  pit  on 

jaw;  still  tinier  one  on  lower  edge  of  jaw  close  to  throat.  Dentils  well  apart  except  above  part 
of  AMERICA.  Reverse:  Upright  of  1  vertically  below  left  foot  of  first  L;  extra  outlines  on 
right  ribbon  end  and  lower  outside  part  of  right  wreath.  Dentils  joined;  inner  circle  arcs  at 
about  12:00  to  1:00,  and  from  2:00  to  about  5:00. 

Description  Identifiable  by  many  lintmarks,  most  obvious  around  AT,  close  to  (C)A,  near  bottom  obverse 

border,  and  from  LL  to  8;  two  small  round  “flakes”  and  another  tiny  lintmark  below  ribbon. 
Skillful  repairs  at  top  obverse  rim,  apparently  to  minimize  a  dent;  not  affecting  dentils.  A  coin 
that  is  much  brighter  than  most,  and  one  that  has  been  obviously  well  safeguarded  since  its  is¬ 
sue.  Besides  being  sparkling  bright,  it  offers  the  prospective  new  owner  everything  one  could 
ask  for  in  a  choice  quality  Proof:  excellent  cheek  on  Liberty;  nice  fields;  two  tone  or  “cameo” 
contrast  between  devices  and  fields;  and  that  prime  requisite  demanded  by  any  intelligent 
buyer,  aesthetic  appeal. 

Historic  Note  Only  1 19  made,  most  melted  as  unsold  or  spent.  Only  5  examples  have  been  graded  by  the 

services,  with  the  4  finest  in  Proof  64. 


Pedigree 


Ex  Heman  Ely,W.  Elliot  Woodward,  Sept.  5,  1883,  Garrett:420  (11/79),  $21,000. 
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Fantastic  1861  Gem  Proof  Three  Dollar 


Lot  103 


Date 

1861 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

Less  than  half  of  JBL  visible.  Die  polish  on  neck  next 
apart  except  at  OF  AMERICA.  Reverse:  Date  slants 

to  cusp  between  low  curls.  Dentils  well 
minutely  down  to  right.  Extra  outlines 

only  on  right  ribbon  end  and  two  left  cotton  leaves.  Dentils  joined;  inner  circle  at  right  and 
upper  left. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  lint  mark  in  space  between  ribbon  ends.  A  coin  that  fascinates  and  almost 
overwhelms  the  eye  with  its  golden  charisma.  The  devices  are  satiny  frosted.  Because  of  this, 
they  give  a  splendid  account  of  themselves  against  the  wonderfully  mirrored  field.  The  fact  is, 
on  purely  aesthetic  grounds  we  would  place  this  1861  at  the  head  of  the  line  in  terms  of  over¬ 
all  appearance.  It  may  indeed  be  the  Finest  Known  since  so  few  remain  from  the  original 
mintage  (see  below). 

Historic  Note  Only  113  made,  April  3,  most  melted  as  unsold  or  spent.  Much  rarer  than  1860  or  1862; 

possibly  9  or  10  survive,  far  fewer  auction  records.  Only  4  examples  have  been  graded  by  the 
services,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  64. 

Pedigree  Ex  Guttag  Bros.,  12/30/1923,  Garrett:421  (11/79),  $25,000,  our  Buddy  Ebsen  sale 

5/87:2401,  $14,300. 


Description 
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Extraordinary  1862  Proof  Three  Dollar 


Lot  104 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 


1862 

Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Same  obverse.  Reverse:  Extra  outlines  within  and  atop  3,  outer  edge  of  lower  right  wreath  and 
both  ribbon  ends.  Partly  unpolished  area  left  of  lower  right  curve  of  S.  Inner  circle  at  dentils 
from  about  2:00  to  about  3:00. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  dark  spot  left  of  lower  knob  of  3  and  faint  pinscratch  below  right  ribbon 
end.  Fabulous  brilliant  luster  on  this  highly  desirable  1862  means  that  the  coin  has  infinitely 
solid  value.  Not  only  are  its  surfaces  bright  and  pristine,  but  they  are  further  intensified  by 
demonstrating  full,  almost  snow-blinding,  cameo  contrast  between  the  satiny  devices  and  re¬ 
flective  field. 

Only  33  made,  Feb.  16;  possibly  15  to  20  survive,  some  impaired.  In  all,  10  examples  have 
been  graded,  with  the  7  finest  in  Proof  64. 

Ex  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  1976  ANA:2886,  $12,000,  Paramount’s  section  of  Auction 
79:268,  $26,000. 
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Lot  105 


Date 


1863 


Grade 


Choice  ro  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Same  obverse.  Reverse:  Extra  outlines  on  ribbon  ends  and  outer  edge  of  lower  right  wreath. 
Dentils  apart  at  top,  elsewhere  joined;  inner  circle  at  lower  right. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  “flakes”  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  the  die  at  striking)  left  of  top  of 
large  3,  above  upright  of  first  L  and  toe  of  second.  A  private  jewel  for  some  clear-thinking 
connoisseur  who  wants  only  the  finest  for  his  collection.  From  center  to  periphery,  this  coin  is 
almost  indistinguishable  from  a  gem. 

Only  39  made,  March  23;  some  probably  melted  as  unsold,  others  spent.  Possibly  10  to  15 
survive,  some  impaired.  In  all,  7  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  65. 
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Fabulous  1 864  Gem  Proof  Three  Dollar 


Lot  106 


Date 


1864 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Similar  obverse,  brilliant  patch  of  die  polish  on  neck  smaller;  “center  dot"  right  of  earlobe, 
dentils  apart  at  lower  left  and  top.  Reverse:  Traces  of  extra  outlines  at  ribbon  ends;  dentils 
mostly  joined,  inner  circle  from  about  3:00  to  beyond  9:00,  not  all  parts  equally  plain. 

Identifiable  by  lint  mark  before  chin,  small  “flake”  just  above  bust  point.  Very  bright  surfaces 
characterize  this  well-made,  well-preserved  Three  Dollar  Gold  Proof.  In  addition  to  having 
razor-sharp  devices,  it  offers  the  viewer  irreproachable  cameo  contrast;  the  portrait  being  sin¬ 
gularly  vibrant.  As  with  other  dates  from  the  1860s,  the  year  1864  was  a  low  mintage  key.  Be¬ 
cause  of  this,  only  a  few  proven  gems  remain.  Here  is  a  gilt-edged  opportunity  for  bidders  to 
profit. 

Only  50  made,  Feb.  11.  Fewer  than  20  survive,  some  impaired  (spent?).  In  all,  9  examples 
have  been  graded,  with  the  finest  being  a  single  Proof  65. 
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Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Lot  107 

1865 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Unlisted.  Second  Original.  Same  obverse.  Reverse:  Heavy  date,  not  as  low  as  on  variety  #1, 
and  slightly  farther  to  right;  tip  of  5  almost  below  center  of  upright  of  R.  Unpolished  area 
within  left  ribbon  bow.  Extra  outlines  on  outer  left  wreath.  Usually  this  rev.  comes  with  an 
obverse  used  in  1867-8.  This  and  Eliasberg’s  are  the  first  ones  seen  combining  this  second  re¬ 
verse  with  the  1864  obverse.  This  reverse  is  found  on  the  1865  in  the  Mint,  Brock,  JP.  Mor¬ 
gan,  ANS  set,  which  indicates  that  it  was  made  in  the  year  of  issue. 

A  very  effective  combination  of  satin  frost  on  the  devices  and  highly  reflective  fields  makes 
this  a  stunning  two-tone  Gem  Proof.  Under  a  strong  light,  the  portrait  of  Liberty  positively 
glows  with  golden  radiance.  What’s  more,  her  cheek  is  superb. 

Only  25  Proofs  made,  March  8,  evidently  with  smaller  numbers  at  unknown  intervals  there¬ 
after.  Certainly  fewer  than  a  dozen  or  so  survive.  Only  4  examples  have  been  graded  by  the 
services,  with  the  2  finest  in  Proof  65. 

Ex  Theodore  Ullmer:4l5  at  a  then  high  $9,000  (May  1974). 
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Lot  108 


Date 


1866 


Grade 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Similar  obverse  to  1865,  no  die  polish  on  neck;  most  ol  J  intact,  only  about  hall  ol  BL;  den¬ 
tils  separated  except  at  AMERICA.  Reverse:  Second  6  heavier  than  other  digits,  its  upper  part 
filled.  Extra  outlines  on  outer  left  wreath.  Inner  circle  from  about  8:00  to  nearly  1:00;  dentils 
separated  at  upper  right. 

Identifiable  by  long  curved  lint  mark  on  cheek,  as  made.  Without  this  minor  imperfection, 
the  coin  is  a  faultless  gem,  as  fresh  as  if  it  were  struck  only  yesterday,  and  exhibiting  mellow 
orange-gold  toning  in  areas  interspersed  with  dazzling  coin-gold  brilliance. 

Only  30  made:  23  on  Jan.  15,  5  more  June  8.  Possibly  15  to  20  survive.  In  all,  5  examples 
have  been  graded  by  the  grading  services,  with  4  tied  for  the  finest  in  Proof  64. 

Ex  William  H.  Woodin,  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:291,  $13,200. 
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Lot  109 


Date 


1867 


Grade 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Obverse  of  1864-5.  Reverse:  Second  die.  Date  to  right,  left  serif  of  7  below  left  serif  of  right 
foot  of  A.  Right  ribbon  bow  incomplete.  Extra  outlines  within  3  only.  Upper  dentils  apart, 
lower  ones  close  or  joining. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  lint  mark  below  chin,  small  pinscratch  leftward  from  cusp  of  3.  Liberty’s 
graceful  form  is  highlighted  by  heavy  frosting  on  this  superbly  rendered  Three  Dollar  piece. 
In  addition,  she  is  boldly  struck,  from  the  highest  hair  wave  over  her  ear  to  the  recessed  vein 
detail  in  the  war  bonnet’s  feathers.  The  coin  also  embodies  orange-gold  toning  around  the  de¬ 
vices  and  throughout  much  of  the  field,  giving  everything  an  alluring  “warmth”  that  is  un¬ 
common  on  a  Proof  gold  piece. 

Only  50  made.  Possibly  1 5  to  20  survive.  Only  4  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services, 
with  3  tied  for  the  finest  in  Proof  64. 
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Lot  110 


Date 


1868 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Extra  outlines  at  mouth.  All  of  J  and  over  half  of  BL  visible.  Dentils  well  apart  especialh  at 
lower  left.  Rust  marks  within  D  and  R.  Reverse:  Date  higher  in  field  than  on  business  strikes. 
Traces  of  7  within  8,  as  on  the  Garrett  coin;  on  later  die  states  these  vanish.  Die  polish  within 
upper  parts  of  ribbon  ends.  Line  slants  down  to  right  within  ribbon  bows.  Leaf  left  of  date 
very  thin.  Extra  outlines  only  within  3.  Dentils  mostly  separated.  Reverse:  die  aligned  “medal- 
wise,”  opposite  to  most  other  U.S.  coins. 

Identifiable  by  two  pinpoint  nicks  near  ER.  But  one  needs  high  magnification  to  see  them, 
for  otherwise  the  mirror  fields  and  satiny  devices  are  clean  as  a  whistle.!  races  of  orangish  ton¬ 
ing  are  noted  here  and  there,  and  everything  is  sparkling  bright,  as  nice  as  any  you  will  see. 

Only  23  made,  Feb.  20.  In  all,  6  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest 
being  Proof  65. 
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Lot  111 


Date 


1869 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Extra  outline  to  profile  from  throat  to  opposite  L,  and  on  back  of  head  from  rear  feather  to 
opposite  (C)A.  Most  of  JBL  visible.  Dentils  well  apart.  Reverse:  No  trace  of  overdate.  Faint 
die  scratch  slants  up  to  left  from  close  to  lower  knob  of  3.  Unpolished  area  in  ribbon  bows, 
larger  at  left.  Extra  outlines  in  3  only.  Dentils  close,  many  joined. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  “flake”  in  left  field,  a  little  nearer  to  I  than  to  device;  lint  marks  on  cheek 
(not  easy  to  see),  minute  spot  near  reverse  border  about  6:00.  Especially  lovely  frosting  on  the 
devices  here,  with  the  offsetting  mirror  background  all  the  more  contrasting  because  of  it. 
This  makes  for  a  very  effective  combination,  and  should  mesmerize  even  the  most  fastidious 
U.S.  gold  Proof  buyer. 

Only  23  made,  Feb.  19.  Possibly  12  survive.  Only  a  single  example  has  been  graded  (NGC 
Proof  64). 

Ex  “Detroit”  (August  1894),  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg:294,  $14,300. 
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Lot  112 


Date 

1870 

Grade 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

Same  obverse  as  1869.  Reverse:  Low  date  (unlike  business  strikes).  Early  state,  leaf  left  of  date 
thin  but  intact.  Scattered  striations  above  top  of  wreath,  near  and  through  3  and  LL,  and 
from  0  of  date  to  right  bow.  Upper  dentils  separated. 

Description 

Identifiable  by  small  convoluted  lint  mark  near  chin.  A  coin  with  a  gratifying  design  that  is 
further  improved  by  its  surfaces  being  irreproachable.  One  comes  inevitably  to  the  conclusion 
that  only  one  in  a  hundred  Three  Dollar  Gold  Proofs  could  ever  hope  to  match  its  splendor. 

Historic  Note 

Only  35  made,  25  on  Feb.  3,  10  more  June  1.  Possibly  1  5  to  20  survive.  Only  4  examples 
have  been  graded  by  third-party  grading  services,  with  the  finest,  a  Proof  65. 
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Lot  113 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1871 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Obverse  of  1869-70,  tiny  rust  patches  before  nose  and  throat.  Reverse:  Low  date  (not  as  low 
as  in  business  strikes),  long  serifs,  71  nearly  touching;  extra  outlines  in  3  and  on  outer  upper 
left  wreath;  faint  stria  slants  slightly  up  to  right  from  rim  to  wreath  about  7:30.  Many  micro¬ 
scopic  rust  marks  in  field.  Dentils  joined;  traces  of  inner  circle  at  left  and  right,  mostly  pol¬ 
ished  off  die. 

Identifiable  by  lint  marks  before  brow  and  near  M,  and  on  reverse  above  R  and  below  S.  Ar¬ 
guably  among  finest  known  1871  Three  Dollar  Gold  pieces  with  its  vibrant  cameo  contrast 
and  first-rate  surfaces.  One  might  easily  devise  a  plausible  argument  that  it  is  the  Finest 
Known,  since  only  four  specimens  have  been  deemed  nice  enough  to  have  been  sent  through 
the  third-party  grading  services. 

Apparently  one  of  the  last  of  the  30  made,  Feb.  20.  Possibly  12  survive.  Only  4  examples  have 
been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  Proof  63. 
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Lot  114 


Date  1872 

Grade  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety  Same  obverse,  with  the  same  rust  patches.  Reverse:  Low  date  to  right,  right  edge  of  2  well  to 

right  of  left  upright  of  R  (unlike  business  strikes).  Extra  outlines  in  and  partly  around  3.  Un¬ 
polished  areas  in  bows.  Dentils  joined  at  right,  elsewhere  mostly  separated. 

Description  Identifiable  by  lint  mark  in  field  near  L(I),  plain  small  flake  joining  bases  of  OL.  We  doubt 

whether  a  more  spectacular  Gem  Brilliant  Proof  1872  Three  Dollar  piece  exists.  Not  only  are 
the  surfaces  faultless,  but  the  devices,  being  nice  and  satiny,  give  the  coin  an  alluring  look;  a 
look  of  incomparable  beauty.  I  his  lovely  gem  is  in  all  probability  the  Finest  in  existence. 

Historic  Note  Only  30  made,  Feb.  3.  Possibly  12  survive.  In  all,  7  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  serv¬ 

ices,  with  the  3  finest  in  Proof  63. 
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Extremely  Rare  “Dished”  1873 


Lot  115 


1873 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Closed  3.  “Dished”:  obverse  appears  convex,  reverse  concave;  slightly  greater  diameter  than 
other  dates  (21  mm,  standard  20.6  mm);  weight  normal  at  3.01  gms  =  77.2  grains  (standard 
5.015  gms  =  77.4  grains).  Centers  weak  as  always,  evidently  as  struck.  Obverse  of  1869-72, 
with  the  same  rust  patches.  Reverse:  Closed  3,  low  date.  Leaf  left  of  date  represented  only  by 
an  isolated  tip;  terminal  tassels  unusually  attenuated.  Areas  of  die  polish  make  ribbon  ends  in¬ 
complete.  No  extra  outlines.  Dentils  well  apart. 

The  present  coin  is  identifiable  by  minute  lint  mark  right  of  top  of  (E)S,  faint  pinscratch 
from  neck  toward  U,  shallow  “flake”  in  porous  area  above  space  between  DO,  minute  lint 
marks  below  first  L  and  right  of  second.  T  hroughout  its  golden  fabric  it  is  unequivocally  in 
Gem  condition.  Its  surfaces  are  highly  reflective,  while  the  devices  shine  with  satiny  elegance. 
One  often  wonders  where  such  a  sharp  coin  lay  hidden  all  these  years,  since  prior  to  1981,  its 
pedigree  is  untraced. 

Historic  Note  Explanation  for  the  “dished”  effect  has  been  controversial.  The  coin’s  general  appearance  (as 

with  the  few  others  known,  possibly  6  to  8  in  all)  suggests  that  it  was  struck  without  collar, 
on  a  blank  of  other  than  normal  origin  (a  foreign  coin  polished  down?),  and  the  edge  clandes¬ 
tinely  reeded  by  Castaing  machine  after  striking,  in  the  same  way  that  the  Class  III  1804  dol¬ 
lars  (of  the  same  rarity  level  as  this  piece!)  received  their  edge  lettering  after  striking;  note  that 
the  1804s,  like  the  Dished  1873,  are  similarly  weak  in  centers,  though  central  convexity  is  less 
obvious  on  the  1804s.  This  explains  both  the  Dished  1 873’s  greater  diameter  and  its  atypical 
edge  reeding,  which  differs  from  that  on  normal  Proof  Threes  including  the  1873  open  3  and 
1874.  I  he  “Midnight  Minters”  evidently  did  not  have  access  to  regular  Mint-made  gold  or 
silver  planchets  in  late  1873,  any  more  than  they  did  in  1858-60  when  they  made  the  1804 
dollars,  1827  quarters,  Gobrechts  and  patterns.  The  physical  characteristics  described  above 
rule  out  various  published  claims  that  call  the  dished  coins  the  normal  original  1873  Proofs, 
although  most  catalogers  still  refer  to  this  variety  as  the  “original.” 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 
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perior 


On  Jan.  2,  1874,  two  date  sides  (“obverses,”  by  the  wording  of  the  Mint  Act  of  1873)  and 
three  face  sides  of  1873  $3’s  were  destroyed,  which  may  indicate  that  the  “Midnight  Minters” 
made  the  Dished  coins  late  in  1  873.  No  matter  when  the  Dished  1873  was  made,  it  is  one  of 
the  rarest  of  all  Threes;  far  rarer  than  the  1875,  far  less  often  auctioned;  in  the  same  rarity 
class  with  the  1855-57  Proofs.  There  has  been  only  a  single  example  graded  by  the  third-party 
services,  it  being  a  Proof  64.  This  example  has  been  a  candidate  for  “Finest  Known”  since  it 
first  appeared  in  RARCOA’s  session  of  Auction  ’81. 

Pedigree  Ex  RARCOAs  section  of  Auction  81:416  and  our  Buddy  Ebsen  sale. 

The  following  specimens  are  traced: 

1)  Auction  81:416,  $40,000,  our  Buddy  Ebsen  sale  5/87:2414,  $38,500.  The  present 
coin. 


2)  Eliasberg:299,  $30,800,  Auction  84:885,  $27,500. 

3)  James  W.  &  Margaret  W.  Carter,  Stack’s  1/86:132,  $25,300. 

4)  Harry  Bass. 

5)  Lester  Merkin  10/73:473,  $2,800,  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  ’86:372,  $4,180.  Obverse 
worn  down  to  EF. 
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Very  Rare  1873  Open  3 


Lot  116 


Date 


1873 


Grade 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Open  3.  Obverse  of  1874:  most  ofJBL  gone;  faint  die  scratch  slants  up  to  left  from  left  top  of 
F  to  rim;  base  of  F  thin  (unusual,  as  other  letters  are  heavy);  dentils  well  apart.  Reverse:  Low 
date,  open  3;  greatly  attenuated  terminal  tassels;  die  scratch  from  A  between  73  almost  to  the 
grossly  incomplete  right  bow;  only  fragmentary  tip  remains  of  leaf  left  of  date.  Nearly  vertical 
die  file  marks  in  left  bow;  die  polish  in  ribbon  ends.  Dentils  well  apart. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  folded  lintmark  below  truncation,  another  near  O,  minute  "flakes’  below 
N  and  S(T),  and  short  pinscratch  behind  head  pointing  to  left  foot  of  R;  another  lintmark 
between  L  and  8.  A  strong  contender  for  gem  status;  on  purely  aesthetic  grounds  it  stands 
head  and  shoulders  above  most  normal  Three  Dollar  Proofs,  let  alone  the  renowned  1873 
Open  3  rarity. 

One  of  only  25  made,  Feb.  18;  possibly  10  to  14  survive,  a  liberal  estimate.  In  all,  9  examples 
have  been  graded  by  third-party  graders,  a  number  that  probably  includes  “crossovers  ’  and 
multiple  re-submissions,  with  the  finest  being  Proof  65. 
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First  Class  1 874  Proof  Three  Dollar  Gold 


Lot  117 


Date 


1874 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Same  obverse,  now  with  die  crumbling  in  lower  hall  of  S(T);  faint  die  file  marks  before  brow 
and  beaded  ribbon.  Minute  rust  marks  in  die  between  ST  and  atop  (S)T.  Reverse:  Centered 
date  to  left,  uprights  of  1  and  4  centered  below  O  and  A.  Unpolished  area  fills  left  bow,  half 
fills  right.  Extra  outlines  within  and  atop  3.  Die  file  mark  slants  down  to  right  from  a  dentil 
about  1 1:00.  Dentils  separated  except  at  lower  right. 

Identifiable  by  C-shaped  lintmark  at  (S)T.  Light  hairlines  in  obverse  fields.  This  is  the  way  a 
high  quality  Proof  gold  coin  should\ook\  It  is  as  if  the  consignor  had  purchased  it  in  person 
from  the  mint  only  a  day  or  two  ago,  so  fresh  are  its  surfaces  and  so  pristine  its  overall  appear¬ 
ance.  Surely,  this  one  is  among  the  Finest  Known. 

One  of  only  20  made,  Feb.  14;  one  of  possibly  a  dozen  survivors,  some  impaired.  Less  often 
offered  than  1877  or  1878  Proofs,  of  identical  mintage;  one  of  the  most  underrated  Proof 
rarities  in  the  series,  because  business  strikes  are  plentiful.  Only  4  examples  have  been  graded 
by  the  services,  with  the  finest  being  Proof  63. 
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King  of  the  Three  Dollar  Gold  Pieces 


Lot  118 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


1875 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Original.  Same  obverse,  same  die  state.  Reverse:  Date  below  center  and  to  right;  right  upright 
of  1  in  line  with  left  upright  of  first  L;  right  tip  of  5  almost  in  line  with  right  edge  of  upright 
of  R;  leaves  flanking  date  normal.  Extra  outlines  within  and  atop  3,  at  right  ribbon  end  and 
part  of  outer  right  wreath;  die  crumbling  at  right  between  loops  of  3.  Dentils  separate  except 
at  lower  right.  Die  file  mark  close  to  dentils  at  about  1:00.  Unpolished  area  mostly  fills  left 
bow,  only  a  little  of  right.  Without  the  rust  lumps  on  O  L  S  of  DOLLARS  found  on  re¬ 
strikes. 

Identifiable  by  minute  lintmark  behind  head,  nearer  to  hair  than  to  R;  minute  “flakes”  in 
field  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking),  below  J,  a  little  nearer  to  (N)I  than  to 
lower  lip;  left  of  wreath  about  8:00;  below  left  tip  of  D;  below  right  base  of  1.  Light  hairlines 
on  both  sides.  A  coin  on  the  threshold  of  absolute  perfection!  Pleasing  cameo  contrast  be¬ 
tween  the  fields  and  devices  is  further  reinforced  by  utterly  exquisite  surfaces  replete  with 
golden  mirror  radiance.  As  for  Liberty’s  cheek,  all  we  can  offer  is  that  you  examine  it  for  your¬ 
self;  examine  its  contoured  excellence,  its  complete  freedom  from  blemishes,  and  see  if  it  does 
not  surpass  in  sheer  excellence  all  those  which  have  come  to  market  in  recent  times.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  entire  coin  is  so  sharply  struck  that  we  are  unable  to  find  any  imperfections  to 
which  to  call  your  attention.  1  his  coin  was  in  effect  put  away  at  the  time  of  issue  (after  having 
been  carefully  selected  for  its  overall  choiceness,  no  doubt)  and  never  disturbed  in  any  way, 
shape,  or  form. 

One  of  only  25  made,  Feb.  13;  possibly  14  to  18  survive,  some  impaired.  Only  3  examples 
have  been  graded  by  third-party  services,  with  2  of  them  tied  for  finest  in  Proof  64.  Of  late, 
coins  of  this  date  have  sold  equally  well  whether  originals  or  restrikes,  though  the  restrikes  are 
at  least  as  rare  as  originals.  This  specimen  is  famous  as  the  first  Federal  gold  coin  to  exceed 
$100,000  at  public  auction! 

At  one  time,  Ed  Trompeter  owned  3  Proof 1 875  s!  This  is  the  example  he  retained  for  his  number 
one  collection  and  in  all  probability  is  the  Finest  in  existence. 

Ex  Grant  Pierce,  Charles  Jay:287,  $20,000,  Theodore  Ullmer:421,  $150,000  (May  1974), 
Harley  Freeman:399  (RARCOA  5/77),  $70,000,  RARCOA’s  section  of  Auction  '81:418, 
$125,000. 
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Highly  Important  1876  Proof  $3 


Lot  119 


1876 

Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Original.  More  than  half  of  JBL  gone.  Tiny  rust  pit  behind  eye.  No  die  rust  between  LI  or 
throughout  feathers  (which  identify  restrikes,  as  described  by  Harry  Bass:  but  if  those  have 
the  1877  obverse,  might  they  not  be  part  of  the  final  batch  made  in  June  1876?);  letters  clear 
except  in  AMERICA,  where  A(M)  has  bases  joined  and  triangle  filled,  R  filled,  (C)A  has  tri¬ 
angle  filled.  Top  and  bottom  dentils  apart,  rest  joined.  Reverse:  Right  upright  of  1  below  cen¬ 
ter  of  upright  of  L;  on  restrikes,  date  is  farther  left  (e.g.  Stack’s  1/86:135,  $33,000).  Leaf  left 
of  date  thin.  Extra  outlines  within  and  atop  3;  tiny  point  on  right  edge  of  upper  loop.  Unpol¬ 
ished  area  fills  about  half  of  left  loop  (on  restrikes,  entire  left  loop).  Small  areas  of  die  polish 
on  upper  parts  of  both  ribbon  ends.  Dentils  mostly  joined. 

Description  Identifiable  by  small  “flake’’  behind  head,  a  little  nearer  to  hair  than  to  R;  tiny  lintmark  right 

of  middle  of  6;  microscopically  thin  lintmark  joining  tops  of  18  and  extending  to  left. 
Clearly,  the  mint  made  an  extra  effort  when  preparing  the  dies  which  struck  this  coin.  The 
preparations  thus  made,  the  resulting  Proof  is  awash  in  mint  brilliance.  Its  fields  are  infinitely 
deep,  while  the  devices,  being  frosted,  appear  to  be  in  exceptionally  high  relief,  higher  than 
would  be  the  case  for  an  unfrosted  specimen.  One  cannot  imagine  a  sharper-looking  example. 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Historic  Note  Only  45  made,  20  on  Feb.  19,  25  on  June  13.  In  all,  19  examples  have  been  graded  by  third- 

party  grading  services,  with  the  finest  (alone  in  its  grade)  being  Proof  65. 

Pedigree  ExAmon  Carter:6ll,  $35,200  (Jan.  1984). 
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Lot  120 


Date 


1877 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Most  of  J,  about  half  of  B,  about  2/3  of  L  show.  Many  tiny  rust  marks  on  face,  neck,  and 
feathers,  and  between  IB,  the  most  prominent  near  lower  protruding  curl  and  in  hair  on  a 
line  between  earlobe  and  (C)A;  thin  line  (“dripping  tear”)  below  eye.  Triangles  of  all  As  filled, 
bases  of  A(M)  joined,  R  filled.  Dentils  joined  over  AMERICA,  elsewhere  separate,  well  apart 
at  top  and  bottom.  Reverse:  Low  date.  Extra  outlines  within  and  around  3  except  at  outer 
base;  extra  outlines  at  adjacent  leaves.  Unpolished  area  fills  about  half  of  left  bow.  Dentils  well 
apart. 

Identifiable  by  small  curved  lintmark  atop  M,  fainter  ones  outside  right  wreath  above  S.  We 
have  but  one  word  to  say  concerning  this  1877  Proof:  amazing!  From  its  mirror  depth  to  the 
soaring  cameo  devices,  everything  is  amazingly  bright  and  radiant,  as  sparkling  as  any  you 
could  hope  to  find.  This  lovely  jewel  is  an  absolute  gem  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  thus  a 
candidate  for  Finest  Known. 

One  of  only  20  made,  10  each  on  Feb.  24  and  May  31;  this  is  probably  one  of  the  May  31 
group.  In  all,  6  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  3  finest  in  Proof  63.  That 
makes  1877  one  of  the  more  unappreciated  rarities. 
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Lot  121 


Date 


1878 


Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Same  obverse  as  1877;  reverse,  low  date.  Extra  outlines  in  same  places  as  1877.  Dentils  joined 
at  lower  right,  elsewhere  separated. 

Identifiable  by  minute  “flake”  right  of  wreath,  about  in  line  with  middle  cusp  of  8;  minute 
lintmarks:  above  left  terminal  tassel,  within  lower  part  of  3,  below  first  L  and  right  of  base  of 
S;  tiny  nicks  on  knife-rim  at  top  and  bottom  reverse.  Excellence  personified!  The  sharp  strike 
is  complemented  by  strong  cameo  contrast,  and  the  cheek  is  immaculate.  Moreover,  the  fields 
carry  over  this  high  quality  in  being  as  pristine  as  any  found  on  a  110+  year-old  coin. 

One  of  only  20  made,  Feb.  9.  Possibly  12  survive.  In  all,  3  examples  have  been  graded  by  the 
services,  with  the  finest  one  being  Proof  65.  Underrated  in  Proof  state  because  business  strikes 
are  plentiful. 
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Lot  122 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


1879 

Choice  Brilliant  Proof 

Same  obverse  as  1878.  Reverse:  date  a  little  below  center,  much  of  8  and  all  of  9  filled;  extra 
outlines  in  same  places  as  1877-8.  Dentils  well  apart. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  “flake”  well  to  left  of  bust  point,  another  below  left  ribbon;  small  nick 
near  nose,  other  light  contact  marks.  Choice,  nonetheless,  and  exhibiting  satiny  frost  on  the 
high  points. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  due  to  its  low  business  strike  mintage,  “first  strikes”  have  the  in¬ 
itial  appearance  of  a  Proof  with  flashy  mirror  surfaces.  Many  of  these  made  their  appearance 
when  Quality  Sales  dispersed  the  Beck  holdings  in  1975.  This  beauty’s  Proof  status  is  not  in 
doubt  due  to  its  tell-tale  rich  orange-peel  rexture  and  full  wire  rims. 

One  of  only  30  made,  20  on  Jan.  25,  10  more  Nov.  22.  Possibly  15  to  18  survive.  In  all,  6  ex¬ 
amples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  4  finest  in  Proof  64. 
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Lot  123 


Date 


1880 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Same  obverse.  Reverse:  Date  slightly  below  center.  Extra  outlines  on  outer  upper  left  wreath, 
faint  fragmentary  traces  in  3.  Long  die  scratch  in  right  ribbon  end.  Right  ribbon  bow  incom¬ 
plete  at  left.  Dentils  separated  except  at  lower  right. 

Identifiable  by  lint  mark  on  cheek  above  and  left  of  earlobe.  Sparkling  mint  luster  and  luxuri¬ 
ous  cameo  contrast  place  this  1880  on  a  pedestal  above  the  rest.  A  coin  of  this  caliber  is  analo¬ 
gous  to  a  fine  Chateau  Lafite  Rothschild  wine,  and  should  be  examined  for  its  exceptional 
beauty. 

One  of  only  36  made,  20  on  Feb.  14,  16  in  late  September.  Possibly  20  survive.  In  all,  12  ex¬ 
amples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  finest  one  a  Proof  66. 
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Lot  124 


Date  1881 

Grade  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety  Over  half  of  J  visible,  but  less  than  half  of  BL.  Tops  of  U,  bases  of  A(T)  and  A(M)  joined,  tri¬ 

angles  of  all  three  As  filled;  short  arc  atop  D.  Die  polish  in  some  feathers,  below  ear,  and  at 
neck  next  to  lower  curls.  Dentils  separate,  least  so  above  STAT.  Reverse:  Low  date,  upright  of 
final  1  minutely  left  of  tip  of  right  foot  of  A.  Traces  of  extra  outlines  within  3  (faintly)  and  on 
both  ribbon  ends.  Dentils  mostly  joined,  flight  ribbon  bow  incomplete  at  left,  though  less  so 
than  in  1880. 

Identifiable  by  minute  “flake”  under  left  arm  of  (I)T,  another  within  C;  lintmark  between 
CA.  Another  Gem  Proof  Three  Dollar  Gold  piece  that  teeters  on  the  edge  of  absolute  perfec¬ 
tion.  Throughout  its  golden  fabric  it  spells  QUALITY. 

One  of  only  34  made:  40  with  sets  Feb.  9,  10  more  March  26,  4  in  last  quarter.  Possibly  25  to 
30  survive.  In  all,  19  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  3  finest  in  Proof  65. 


Description 


Historic  Note 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Three  Dollar  Gold 


Lot  125 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


1882 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Most  of  J,  less  than  half  of  B,  more  than  half  of  L  visible.  Tops  of  U,  bases  of  all  three  As 
joined,  their  triangles  and  R  filled.  Die  file  mark  slants  up  to  right  between  dentils  above  D. 
Dentils  joined  above  STATES  and  AMERICA,  elsewhere  separate.  Reverse:  Date  a  little  be¬ 
low  center,  right  edge  of  upright  of  1  about  under  left  tip  of  left  foot  of  L.  Extra  outlines 
within  and  atop  3,  on  ribbon  ends,  and  on  part  of  outer  upper  left  wreath.  Right  bow  incom¬ 
plete.  Leaf  left  of  3  thin  but  intact;  on  later  Proofs  this  leaf  is  broken. 

Identifiable  by  minute  “flake”  on  hair  just  behind  ear,  and  small  lintmark  above  and  left  of 
left  ribbon  end.  This  one’s  quality  is  clearly  evident  in  its  flawless  portrait  of  Liberty,  a  portrait 
that  is  both  racy  with  satiny  frost  and  at  the  same  time  gives  the  coin  a  look  of  hushed  ele¬ 
gance.  Contrasting  the  bold  devices  are  splendid  mirror  fields  that  are  the  epitome  of  high 
Gem  quality. 

Only  76  made:  23  with  the  sets  Feb.  4,  17  more  before  March  31,  8  in  second  quarter,  15 
with  sets  Aug.  12,  2  more  before  Sept.  30,  9  more  before  Dec.  31.  Fewer  auction  records  than 
1881;  possibly  22  to  26  survive.  In  all,  21  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services  (some 
duplication?),  with  the  4  finest  in  Proof  65. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1 883 


Lot  126 


Date 


1883 


Grade 


Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historical  Note 


Very  similar  obverse  to  1882,  but  die  file  mark  in  dentils  above  D  does  not  show,  and  dentils 
are  mostly  joined  above  OF  AMERICA;  rust  lump  in  feathers  above  left  arm  of  T(Y).  Re¬ 
verse:  Low  date  slanting  down  to  right;  top  of  1  below  left  foot  of  L.  Extra  outlines  in  same 
places  as  on  the  1882,  but  fainter.  Right  bow  incomplete.  Dentils  joined  except  at  upper 
right;  inner  circle  along  most. 

Identifiable  by  minute  lintmark  well  to  left  of  beaded  ribbon.  Without  this  minor  imperfec¬ 
tion,  which  was  probably  mint-caused,  the  coin  is  utterly  perfect,  a  faultless  example  of  coin 
craftsmanship  by  its  maker  and  careful  handling  by  its  previous  owners.  But  you  be  the  judge. 
Examine  it  for  yourself,  and  see  if  you  do  not  agree  that  it  comes  close  to  being  the  consum¬ 
mate  Three  Dollar  Gold  piece. 

One  of  only  89  made,  40  with  sets  Feb.  10,  13  more  March  31,11  before  June  30,  7  before 
Sept.  30,  18  before  Dec.  31.  Probably  fewer  than  half  that  number  survive  today,  some  im¬ 
paired.  In  all,  31  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  undoubtedly  including  some 
“crossovers”  and  multiple  re-submissions,  with  the  finest  one  being  Proof  66. 
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Lot  127 


1884 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Most  of  J  visible,  more  than  half  of  BL  gone;  tops  of  U  and  bases  of  A(M)  and  (C)A  joined; 
R  and  triangles  of  all  three  As  filled;  light  partial  extra  outlines  on  RICA.  Die  polish  in  feath¬ 
ers  above  right  arm  of  T(Y),  below  ear,  and  on  neck.  Dentils  joined.  Reverse:  Date  slightly  be¬ 
low  center,  slanting  minutely  down  to  right;  84  touch.  Right  upright  of  1  below  left  tip  of  L, 
right  upright  of  4  below  space  between  AR.  Extra  outlines  within  and  atop  3,  outer  upper  left 
wreath,  and  ribbon  ends.  Unpolished  area  occupies  slightly  over  half  of  left  bow.  Dentils 
mostly  joined,  with  inner  circle  about  3:00-6:00,  9:00-1 1:00. 

Description  Identifiable  by  curved  lintmark  on  cheek,  another  left  of  bust  point,  another  on  reverse  hang¬ 

ing  from  dentil  about  10:00.  As  sharp  a  Proof  as  anyone  could  hope  to  own.  The  strike  is  out¬ 
standing.  And  the  surfaces  are  immaculate,  with  lull  depth  in  the  mirror  fields,  only  a  scant 
hairline  or  two,  and  pleasing  light  satin  finish  on  the  portrait  and  wreath  as  well  as  the  letter¬ 
ing.  Here  is  the  perfect  Proof  Three  for  a  Gem  quality  type  set. 

Historic  Note  One  of  only  106  made,  30  for  sets  Jan.  9,  42  on  Feb.  29,  13  on  June  28,  21  before  Dec.  31 

(though  delivered  1/10/83).  In  all,  29  examples  have  been  graded,  with  the  6  finest  tied  in 
Proof  63.  Fewer  auction  records  than  1883  and  possibly  slightly  rarer. 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 
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Lot  128 


Date 


1885 


Grade 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Most  of  J,  about  half  of  BL  visible.  Tops  of  U,  bases  of  all  three  As  joined,  A(M)  and  R  filled; 
partial  extra  outlines  on  AM.  Dentils  joined  above  OF  AMERICA,  elsewhere  separate.  Re¬ 
verse:  Date  to  left,  upright  of  1  below  O;  rust  lumps  within  lower  parts  of  RS;  extra  outlines 
on  3,  much  of  wreath,  and  parts  of  LLAR.  Dentils  mostly  joined,  inner  circle  about  3:00- 
6:00  and  scattered  arcs  at  left. 

Identifiable  by  lint  mark  in  right  field  pointing  to  C,  tiny  contact  marks  left  from  nose,  near 
(M)E,  and  above  3.  With  nice  satin  finish  on  the  high  points  that  is  not  overpowering  as  on 
certain  earlier  dates  from  the  1860s.  Instead,  the  entire  coin  has  a  distinctively  classy  look  to 
it,  and  in  addition,  1885  is  among  the  scarcer  dates  overall. 

One  of  only  1 10  made:  30  with  the  sets  Jan.  17;  8,  Jan.  31;  16  with  the  800  business  strikes 
in  March;  15  in  June,  4  in  Sept.,  1  in  Oct.,  36  in  December.  In  all,  4l  examples  have  been 
graded  by  the  services,  with  the  4  finest  in  Proof  65.  Possibly  a  few  more  survive  than  of 
1884. 


Historic  Note 
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Lot  129 


Date 


1886 


Grade 


Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Breen  2  (in  Proofs  book).  Similar  obverse,  but  lower  half  of  R  clear,  no  outlines  on  AM.  Extra 
outline  on  bust  point.  Die  polish  on  neck  near  lower  curls.  Most  dentils  joined.  Reverse: 
Closed  6.  Right  upright  of  1  below  left  foot  of  L;  date  slants  down  slightly  to  right.  Extra  out¬ 
lines  within  and  around  3  except  at  base,  and  on  right  ribbon  end  and  tops  of  LAR.  Dentils 
mostly  joined;  extra  outline  about  3:00-3:00. 

Identifiable  by  faint  hairline  below  truncation;  lint  mark  above  first  L.  After  viewing  this 
wonderful  1886  piece  under  magnification,  one  comes  quickly  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
among  the  sharper  Proofs  of  its  date  in  existence.  Besides  having  a  delicate  satin  finish  on  the 
devices,  its  offsetting  mirror  fields  are  quite  choice,  showing  only  muted  hairlines. 

One  of  only  142  made:  23  in  February  with  the  sets,  22  in  March,  13  in  May,  28  in  Sept.,  54 
in  December.  Possibly  half  the  recorded  mintage  survive,  some  impaired.  In  all,  44  examples 
have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  8  finest  in  Proof  65. 
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Date 


1887 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Most  of  J,  less  than  half  of  BL  clear;  tops  of  U,  bases  of  all  As  joined;  triangles  of  first  two  As 
filled,  R  clear.  Small  triangular  rim  break  outside  dentils  above  (C)A.  Dentils  joined  above 
AMERICA,  elsewhere  apart.  Right  upright  of  1  under  left  tip  of  L.  Unpolished  areas  join  ter¬ 
minal  tassels;  extra  outlines  in  3  and  on  much  of  outer  wreath,  left  and  right,  including  rib¬ 
bon  ends.  Dentils  joined  except  at  upper  right,  mostly  with  inner  circle.  Granularity  at  188 
and  ribbon  below  bows,  apparently  from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  reverse  die,  as  on  some 
other  Proofs  of  this  date  (e.g.  Auction  ’79:292).  Normal  die  alignment.  (At  least  two  known 
with  dies  aligned  medalwise  as  in  1868,  one  from  our  section  of  Auction  ’88:357;  three  with 
normal  die  alignment  overstruck  on  specimens  with  dies  aligned  medalwise.) 

Identifiable  by  minute  lint  marks  below  D(O).  Fully  comparable  to  any  first  class  Proof  of¬ 
fered,  and  a  stunning  example  of  late-19th  Century  mint  workmanship.  The  devices,  being 
gently  frosted,  give  a  nice  account  of  themselves  against  the  reflective  fields. 

One  of  only  160  made:  55  in  March  (25  with  sets),  42  in  June,  3  in  Sept.,  60  in  December 
with  the  6000  business  strikes.  Possibly  half  the  recorded  mintage  survive,  some  impaired.  In 
all,  45  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  the  10  finest  in  Proof  65. 
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Lot  131 


Date 


1888 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Most  of  J  visible,  less  than  half  of  BL.  Heavy  letters,  doubling  on  ATES  only;  rust  marks  on 
neck.  Tops  of  U,  bases  of  A(M)  and  (C)A  joined;  A(M)  and  loop  of  R  filled.  Dentils  joined, 
most  strongly  at  right.  Low  date  well  to  left,  all  three  8’s  directly  under  LLA.  Extra  outlines 
within  3,  at  much  of  outer  left  wreath,  lower  outer  right  wreath,  and  ribbon  ends.  Dentils 
joined;  inner  circle  except  at  top. 

Identifiable  by  tiny  lint  mark  left  of  lower  knob  of  3.  When  one  considers  the  enormity  of  Ed 
Trompeter’s  Proof  gold  collection,  and  the  many  years  of  tenacious  searching  it  took  to  assem¬ 
ble  this  awe-inspiring  set,  it  is  a  bona  fide  treat  to  view  such  a  grand  Proof  Three  Dollar  gold 
piece  as  this  1888!  Another  candidate  for  a  Gem  quality  type  set. 

One  of  only  291  made:  1  on  Feb.  1,  33  in  March,  200  to  the  Medal  Clerk  for  “exchanges”  in 
April,  33  in  May,  2  in  June.  In  all,  73  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  14  ex¬ 
amples  tied  for  finest  in  Proof  65. 
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Lot  132 


Date 

1889 

Grade 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Variety 

Over  half  ol  J  visible,  less  than  half  ol  BL.  Bases  of  A(M)  joined,  triangles  of  first  As  and  loop 
of  R  filled.  Dentils  joined  at  right,  more  or  less  separate  at  left.  Reverse:  Date  about  central, 
slanting  slightly  down  to  right.  Extra  outlines  and  dentils  as  in  1888. 

Description 

Fully  struck  throughout,  and  in  exemplary  condition,  with  only  the  lightest  of  hairlines  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  fields.  Best  of  all,  the  devices,  being  frosted,  give  the  coin  aesthetically-pleasing 

cameo  contrast. 

Historic  Note 

One  of  only  129  made.  Much  rarer  than  this  mintage  figure  indicates,  rarer  than  other  dates 
1882-88.  Most  likely  many  were  melted  in  1890  after  the  denomination  was  abolished,  as 
Samuel  Hudson  Chapman  claimed  in  the  David  S.  Wilson  sale  (1907).  In  all,  30  examples 
have  been  graded,  with  the  finest  one  being  Proof  65. 

Lot  133  Lot  134 


Lot  135 


Lot  137 


Lot  136 


Lot  138 


/ 


I 
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Glittering  Gem  Proof  1879  Flowing  Hair  Stella 


Lot  133 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


1879 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Flowing  Hair.  Judd  1635.  Breen  6408.  Splendid  pristine  Proof,  no  hairlines!  With  central 
striations  slanting  NW-SE  as  made  (on  strip  from  which  these  planchets  were  cut). 

Identifiable  by  beginnings  of  planchet  lamination  from  star  to  brow;  tiny  lintmark  atop  head 
below  C;  tiny  “flake”  (from  foreign  matter  adhering  to  die  at  striking)  above  S  about  10:00; 
small  dark  streak  below  M  of  UNUM,  all  these  as  made,  no  noticeable  defect  incurred  after 
striking.  Indeed,  the  entire  coin  is  squarely  in  the  Gem  class,  and  must  be  seen  to  be  fully  ap¬ 
preciated.  Its  surfaces  are  almost  blinding  in  their  brilliance.  Magnificent! 

One  of  425  officially  made  in  1880.  One  of  comparatively  few  undamaged  survivors;  several 
dozen  were  worn  as  jewelry  by  Washington  DC  madams;  more  than  half  of  the  rest  were 
cleaned,  mishandled,  kept  as  pocket  pieces,  or  otherwise  impaired.  Struck  before  the  dies 
rusted  In  all,  126  examples  have  been  graded  by  third-party  grading  services,  with  possible 
duplication.  The  7  finest  are  graded  Proof  66.  During  the  past  two  decades,  from  five  to  over 
a  dozen  specimens  have  sold  each  year,  but  many  were  impaired,  others  reappearances  of  the 
same  coins.  These  records  do  not  afford  a  reasonable  basis  for  estimating  the  number  of  gem 
survivors,  but  our  impression  is  that  the  number  is  very  small  compared  to  lower  grade  ones; 
most  were  graded  60  to  63  or  lower.  Eliasberg:3l6  (at  a  then  high  $39,600)  was  graded 
“Gem  Brilliant  Proof-67”  with  the  remark  “unsurpassed  by  any  $4  flowing  hair  Stella  we  have 
seen  ”  The  present  coin  is  almost  certainly  at  least  a  match  for  El.asbergs,  or  for  the  Park- 
yakarkus”  coin  similarly  graded  and  sold  in  Bowers  &  Merena's  June  19S6  anction  for 
$59,400,  and  resold  in  the  Charles  Kramer  collecnon,  Superior  &  Stacks,  Dec.  I  >88,  at 

$79,200. 
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The  Extremely  Rare  1879  Coiled  Hair  Stella 


Lot  134 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 
Pedigree 
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1879 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Coiled  Hair.  Judd  1638.  Breen  6409.  Pristine  Proof,  no  hairlines!  Vertical  central  striations. 

Identifiable  by  minute  “flake”  just  below  right  foot  of  M  in  GRAMS.  Strong  strike  through¬ 
out;  even  the  tiny  dots  delimiting  the  outline  of  the  reverse  star  show  full  detail!  And  the  sur¬ 
faces  are  mint  fresh  with  bright  golden  luster  on  the  high  points  and  mirror  reflection  in  the 
fields.  An  outstanding  Gem. 

Mintage  unknown  but  small;  possibly  10  to  15  survive.  In  all,  6  examples  have  been  graded 
by  third-party  grading  services,  with  2  tied  for  finest  in  Proof  66. 

Auction  records  in  the  past  fifty  years  are  few: 

1)  Mehl’s  Dunham  sale.  Catalogue  not  available. 

2)  Albert  A.  Grinnell,  Mehl  6/15/43:185,  $575. 

3)  Fred  E.  Olsen,  Mehl  1  l/7/44:$6l4,  $825.  Same  halftone  cut  as  Grinnell. 

4)  J.F.  Bell,  “Memorable,”  Numismatic  Gallery  3/48:280. 

5)  Gaston  DiBello,  Stack’s  5/70:796. 

6)  Armand  Champa,  AAA  (Bowers  &  Ruddy)  5/72,  $29,000. 

7)  Kreisberg  “Quality  Sales”  9/73:1 154,  $40,000. 

8)  Our  Rio  Rancho  sale,  10/74:133,  $105,000,  Stack’s  Lighthouse  sale,  6/78:828, 
$90,000.  The  present  coin. 

9)  Bangs  &  Co.  1/6/1882,  Garrett:431  (11/79),  $115,000,  our  section  of  Auction 

80:385,  $175,000;  later  in  our  Buddy  Ebsen  sale,  5/87:2444,  $  165,000.  Vertical  streak 
through  8;  tone  spot  below  Y. 

10)  S.  Hallock  duPont,  Sotheby’s  9/82:250,  $61,600. 

11)  Eliasberg:3 17,  $101,750. 

12)  Jerome  Kern,  Golden  Jubilee:243,  Anion  Carter:632,  $88,000. 

13)  Our  Dr.  Jerry  Buss  sale,  1/85: 1766,  $95,000. 

Some  of  the  above  are  almost  certainly  reappearances  of  the  same  coins;  photographic  quality 
in  earlier  auctions  precludes  plate  matching. 

Superior  Gall 
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Outstanding  1880  Flowing  Hair  Stella 


Lot  135 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


1880 

Choice  to  Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

Flowing  Hair.  Judd  1657.  Breen  6410.  Striations  slant  up  to  right.  Few  trivial  obverse  hair¬ 
lines. 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Identifiable  by  slight  laminations  above  S*.7;  long  thin  “flake’  from  base  of  same  7;  lintmark 
above  star  following  that  7.  Otherwise,  so  close  to  the  Gem  class  as  to  be  within  the  category 
for  all  intents  and  purposes.  Liberty’s  stern  visage,  as  well  as  the  razor-sharp  star,  received  a 
generous  dusting  of  frost  at  the  time  the  dies  were  prepared  (actually,  the  recesses  of  the  dies 
were  etched  by  dilute  acid;  this  imparted  the  characteristic  Proof  “frost”  to  the  devices  of  the 
struck  coin).  A  jewel! 

Mintage  unknown  but  small;  possibly  18  to  25  survive.  According  to  Stack's  (1979),  at  least 
five  are  impounded.  In  all,  14  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  with  7  tied  for  fin¬ 
est  in  Proof  65.  (Some  of  these  are  cross-over  grades  and  therefore  represent  duplication.) 

Auction  records  since  1942  include: 

1)  Dunham,  $490,  Fred  E.  Olsen,  Mehl  1 1/7/44:618,  $975. 

2)  Albert  A.  Grinnell,  Mehl  6/15/43:186,  $565.  Same  halftone  cut  as  in  Olsen  catalogue, 
not  same  coin.  Earlier  Mehl  mail  bid  offerings  have  the  same  problem  and  cannot  be 
used  for  plate  matching. 

3)  Will  W.  Neil,  Grant  Pierce,  1976  ANA:2920  as  part  of  complete  set  at  $225,000,  dis¬ 
persed,  Stack’s  Western  coll.,  12/81:1 138,  $41,000.  Tone  spot  above  LL. 

4)  J.F.Bell,  “Memorable”  3/1/48:281. 

5)  Mass.  Historical  Society  sale,  Stack’s  10/70:807. 

6)  Winner  F.  Delp,  Stack’s  1 1/72:791 ,  $  1 7,000. 

7)  Our  “Rio  Rancho  sale,  10/74:134,  $35,000,  our  section  of  Auction  '80:386, 
$105,000,  our  Blevins  /  Bodway  sale,  6/88:6731,  $84,700. 

8)  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  ’79:80 1 ,  $50,000. 

9)  Garrett:432  (11/79),  $65,000,  our  Heifetz  sale  10/89:4297,  $297,000.  Horizontal 
striations;  faint  reverse  horizontal  streaks  about  3:30. 
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10)  Mehl,  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  ’80:1451,  $65,000. 

11)  Eliasberg:31 8,  $55,000. 

12)  RARCOA’s  section  of  Auction  ’84:1913,  $61,600. 

13)  Jerome  Kern,  Mehl’s  “Golden  Jubilee’’:244,  Amon  Carter:633,  $68,750,  Greg  Hollo¬ 
way.  The  present  coin. 

14)  F.  Sherwood  Boyd,  Stack’s  5/85:1343,  $63,250.  Rrm  stains  at  G  S  *.7  and  the  star  be¬ 
fore  7  at  about  12:00. 

15)  S.  Hallock  duPont,  Sotheby’s  9/92:251  (cover  coin),  Charles  Kramer,  Stack’s-Superior 
12/88:285,  $72,600. 

16)  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  '89: 1930,  $72,600. 

17)  Our  October  1990  Sale:  2074,  $71,500. 

Some  of  the  above  are  almost  certainly  reappearances  of  the  same  coins.  Photographic  quality  in 
earlier  catalogues  precludes  plate  matching. 
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The  Legendary  1880  Coiled  Hair  Stella 


Lot  136 


Date 


1880 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Coiled  Hair.  Judd  1660.  Breen  6411.  Frosty  devices,  as  on  the  Smithsonian  coin  (at  least  4 
are  said  to  have  “semi-mirrorlike''  devices,  including  Dr.  Wilkison’s).  Striations  almost  verti¬ 
cal,  leaning  minutely  up  to  left.  Few  scattered  obverse  hairlines. 

Identifiable  by  minute  lintmark  at  chin,  tiny  “flake''  from  dentil  above  7  about  12:00;  dark 
streak  down  from  star  right  of  EST.  Other  than  for  these  identifying  points,  the  coin  is  essen¬ 
tially  “as  made”:  bright,  featuring  strong  two-tone  cameo  contrast  between  fields  and  devices, 
and  a  splendid  coin  in  every  respect.  Superb! 

Mintage  unknown  but  small;  one  of  9  or  10  traced  to  date.  Only  2  examples  have  been 
graded  by  the  services,  one  each  for  PCGS  and  NGC,  with  the  finest  being  a  Proof  66. 

Auction  records  in  the  past  fifty  years  are  few: 

1)  A.  A.  Grinnell,  Mehl  6/15/43:187,  $850. 

2)  Fred  E.  Olsen,  Mehl  1 1/7/44:621.  Same  as  preceding?  Same  halftone  cut  in  Mehl  cata¬ 
logue. 

3)  Will  W.  Neil,  Grant  Pierce,  1976  ANA:2920,  Stack’s  12/81,  $135,000,  the  present 
coin.  Same  as  one  or  both  of  preceding? 

4)  Jerome  Kern,  Mehl’s  Golden  Jubilee:245,  Amon  Carter:634,  $72,250. 

5)  J.  F.  Bell,  “Memorable"  coll.,  Numismatic  Gallery  3/1/48:282.  Possibly  same  as  one  of 
next  two. 

6)  Winner  F.  Delp,  Stack’s  11/72:792,  $35,000. 

7)  S.  Hallock  duPont,  Sotheby’s  9/82:252,  $102,300. 

8)  Eliasberg:319,  $99,000.  More  weakly  struck  on  hair  and  ear  than  present  coin. 

9)  Davies-Niewoehner,  Paramount  2/75:547,  $67,500.  Small  scratch  below  first  U  of 
UNUM. 

10)  Dr.  J.E.  Wilkison  (1973).  Polished.  Probably  ex  King  Farouk. 

11)  Our  August  1991  Sale,  Lot  707,  $440,000. 

Photographic  quality  precludes  plate  matching  for  the  earlier  sales. 
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Dana  Bickford’s  1874  International  $10  Gold 


Lot  137 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


1874 

Gem  Brilliant  Proof 

International  $10.  Judd  1373.  Adams-Woodin  1366.  Head  with  five  5-pointed  stars  and  a 
6th  with  apparently  only  3  points  (impaled  on  a  nail  and  tree  to  rotate)  on  coronet;  olive 
wreath  around  neck;  B  in  relief  on  truncation,  though  whether  for  William  Barber  or  Dana 
Bickford  is  uncertain.  Reverse:  In  center,  16.72  GRAMS  UBIQUE;  around,  in  six  cartouches 
defined  by  intertwining  ropes,  DOLLARS  10,  STERLING  2.1.1,  MARKEN  41.99, 
KRONEN  37.31,  GULDEN  20.73,  FRANCS  51.81.  Broader  than  the  double  eagle,  but 
thinner  planchet,  apparently  to  avert  the  then-common  practice  of  splitting  coins  edgewise  or 
entering  them  at  edges,  scooping  out  much  of  the  gold  and  replacing  it  with  less  valuable 
metals.  Gold. 

Splendid  Proof,  minimal  trivial  hairlines;  identifiable  by  tiny  “flake”  (from  foreign  matter  ad¬ 
hering  to  die  at  striking)  at  1  of  date,  minute  lintmark  at  top  right  of  1  in  date,  another  be¬ 
hind  upper  ribbon  end;  many  dentils  not  well  brought  up  on  either  side,  as  made.  One  of 
only  two  known,  and  clearly  a  superb  coin!  The  surfaces  are  resplendent  and  original,  bright, 
reflective  and  glittering,  while  the  devices  resonate  with  frosty  elegance. 

Because  of  the  metric  system  and  international  circulation  possibilities  of  the  Stella  (among  its 
proponents’  major  arguments  for  adoption  of  this  denomination),  we  here  offer  two  gold  pat¬ 
terns  advocated  on  similar  grounds. 

One  is  Dana  Bickford’s  1874  International  $10,  giving  its  weight  in  grams  with  UBIQUE 
‘Everywhere’  and  its  equivalent  in  pounds  sterling,  marken,  kronen,  gulden  and  francs.  This  is 
one  of  only  two  ever  reported.  Judd  paraphrased  “Numismatic  Notes”  in  John  Walter  Scott’s 
Coin  Collector’s  Journal  for  1887,  vol.  12,  p.  26.  According  to  the  uncredited  writer  (prob¬ 
ably  David  Proskey),  Dana  Bickford,  of  New  York  City,  encountered  the  same  problem  on  a 
trip  to  Europe  that  many  others  had  before  and  since:  difficulty  of  using  one  country’s  gold 
coins  in  another  situation  benefiting  nobody  but  bullion  dealers  and  moneychangers.  On  his 
return,  Bickford  submitted  to  Mint  Director  Dr.  Henry  R.  Linderman  several  designs  for  in¬ 
ternational  coins,  giving  their  metric  weights,  fineness  and  values  in  other  currencies.  Linder¬ 
man  approved  the  project  on  other  grounds,  notably  the  cost  of  recoining  foreign  gold  pieces 
entering  this  country.  However,  Congress  did  not  go  along  with  Linderman  s  idea,  and  the 
project  died  after  giving  birth  to  the  Bickford  pattern  coins. 

Ex  W.W.C.  Wilson,  Virgil  Brand,  Kosoff,  Dr.  Wilkison,  Paramount,  A-Mark,  Julian  Leid- 
man,  1981  ANA  sale. 
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Records  of  the  two  known  specimens  follow  (partly  after  Judd  and  David  Akers). 

1)  Ex  William  H.  Woodin,  EC.C.  Boyd,  A.  Kosofif,  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd,  Kosoff,  by  trade 
(1962)  to  Dr.  J.E.  Wilkison,  9/73  to  Paramount,  A-Mark  (1976),  resold  to  Paramount 
1978,  Paramount’s  section  of  Auction  ’83:1306,  $82,500.  Pictured  in  Judd. 

2)  Ex  W.W.C.  Wilson,  Virgil  Brand,  Kosoff  (1940s)  at  $8,000  to  Dr.  Wilkison,  9/73  to 
Paramount,  A-Mark  (1976),  resold  to  Paramount  1978,  Paramount’s  section  of 
Auction  79:184,  unsold,  Julian  Leidman,  1981  ANA:2433  (Bowers  &  Ruddy), 
$90,000.  The  present  coin. 
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The  Finest  Known  1879  Quintuple  Stella 


Lot  138 


Date 


1879 


Grade 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof 


Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Pedigree 


Quintuple  Stella.  Judd  1643.  Adams-Woodin  1572.  Barber  s  1876  imitation  of  the  regular 
Longacre  double  eagle  head  (complete  with  J.B.L.  on  truncation),  but  with  *  30  *  G  *  1.5  *  S 
*3.5*C*35*G*R*A*M*S*  around.  Reverse:  As  the  adopted  double  eagle  design  of 
1877  with  TWENTY  DOLLARS,  but  with  motto  DEO  EST  GLORIA  in  stars,  the  D  miss¬ 
ing  its  foot  (broken  punch).  Normal  diameter  for  double  eagle,  but  minutely  thicker.  35.01 
gms.  Metric  gold. 

Splendid  Proof,  few  faint  hairlines,  visible  only  at  certain  angles.  There  is  strong  contrast  be¬ 
tween  the  frosted  devices  (especially  Liberty’s  head)  and  the  reflective  fields.  Identifiable  by 
tiny  spot  (planchet  defect)  just  below  .5  of  3.5,  various  lintmarks  at  UN-E  in  UNITED.  First 
four  stars  not  well  brought  up,  as  made.  This  is  the  Finest  Known  example! 

One  of  only  four  known. 

The  second  metric  international  coin  is  the  Quintuple  Stella  or  Metric  Double  Eagle  of  1879, 
giving  its  weight  in  grams  and  its  composition  on  obverse  as  did  the  Stella,  and  sharing  with 
them  and  the  goloid  and  goloid  metric  dollars  the  motto  DEO  EST  GLORIA  ‘Glory  is  to 
God.  These  were  the  brainchildren  of  Hon.  John  Adam  Kasson,  then  Minister  to  Austria, 
formerly  (as  an  Iowa  Republican  Congressman)  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures,  and  part  of  the  silver  lobby  which  had  forced  passage  of  the 
Morgan  dollar  bill  over  a  veto.  Kasson  hoped  not  only  for  international  circulation  and  use  of 
the  metric  system  on  coins,  but  that  adoption  of  Dr.  Wheeler  W.  Hubbell’s  goloid  and/or 
metric  alloys  would  somehow  end  the  “rivalry”  between  silver  and  gold.  (What  nobody  was 
then  willing  to  admit  was  that  this  would  require  silver  prices  to  rise  despite  immense  over¬ 
supply;  how  a  new  alloy  in  coinage  could  accomplish  this  was  anyone’s  guess.)  Despite  an  ex¬ 
tremely  favorable  report  by  that  committee,  this  proposal  too  failed  to  become  law,  and  all 
that  remained  of  Kasson ’s  dream  was  these  few  patterns:  four  gold  and  five  copper  twenties, 
and  a  few  more  of  the  goloid  and  goloid  metric  dollars.  The  four  gold  Proofs  are  among  the 
most  famous  gold  patterns  ever  created  by  the  United  States  Mint. 

Ex  Amon  Carter  Jr.,  Stack’s  1/84:635,  $93,500. 

Records  of  the  known  specimens  follow  (partly  after  Judd  and  David  Akers). 

1)  Ex  Dr.  Wheeler  W.  Hubbell,  Capt.  John  W.  Haseltine,  Hebbeard  Coll.,  Dr.  Edward 
Maris,  John  W.  Garrett:  1097,  $90,000,  Kosoff,  dealer  intermediaries,  our  Moreira  Part 
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3  sale,  1/89:4026,  $170,300.  Hairlined;  flake  above  13th  star.  This  coin  is  now 
graded  PCGS  Proof  62. 

2)  Ex  Fred  E.  Olsen,  Mehl  11/7/44:624  at  $3,850  to  Dr.  J.E.  Wilkison,  1973  to 
Paramount,  A-Mark,  Julian  Leidman.  Tiny  spot  above  bust  point. 

3)  Ex  Adolphe  Menjou,  Kosoff,  King  Farouk,  1958  ANA,  Stack’s,  offered  (1974)  at 
$225,000,  Stack’s  section  of  Auction  ’79:950,  $100,000  (in  holder  with  a  gilt  copper 
striking,  ex  Garrett  3/76:67 6).  Now  the  property  of  Stack’s  and  grades  Proof  60. 

4)  Amon  Carter  Jr.  The  present  coin. 

At  one  time  Ed  Trompeter  owned  two  1879  Quintuple  Stellas,  and  kept  the  finer  specimen 
that  is  being  sold  here,  he  previously  owned  coin  #1  in  our  listing.  Also,  the  coin  pictured  in 
Judd  may  have  been  a  copper  striking;  it  cannot  be  identified  with  any  of  the  gold  impres¬ 
sions  of  which  illustrations  are  available. 


Brilliant  Uncirculated  Set  of 
INDIAN  QUARTER  EAGLES 

and 

INDIAN  HALF  EAGLES 

Bela  Lyon  Pratt  was  asked  to  submit  models  for  a  new  Quarter  Eagle  to  replace  the  Liberty 
head  type  which  had  been  in  continuous  production  since  the  late- 1830s.  Early  in  1908 
he  produced  one  of  the  most  unusual  designs  ever  conceived  for  a  United  States  coin.  It 
would  also  prove  to  be  a  controversial  one.  For  the  obverse  he  chose  the  head  of  a  Native 
American  Indian,  in  a  continuation  of  a  trend  begun  in  1899  with  G.  F.  C.  Smillie’s  mag¬ 
nificent  portrait  of  a  Sioux  chief  on  the  $3  silver  certificate.  Pratt’s  eagle  was  a  deliberate 
bow  to  Saint-Gaudens.  President  Roosevelt  enthusiastically  approved  the  designs,  and  or¬ 
dered  that  Pratt’s  models  go  at  once  to  the  Mint  for  translation  into  master  dies,  hubs,  and 
working  dies  so  that  coins  of  the  new  designs  could  reach  the  public  as  soon  as  possible. 
However,  defying  presidential  orders,  mintmaster  Charles  E.  Barber  held  up  production 
for  months  by  insisting  on  reworking  the  Pratt  models.  In  a  diluted  form  they  finally 
reached  the  Coiner’s  Department,  and  on  October  9,  1908,  the  first  Indian  Head  Quarter 
and  Half  Eagles  left  the  mint,  reaching  the  public  during  the  next  few  weeks. 

Pratt’s  designs  at  once  came  under  attack,  probably  because  of  their  unfamiliar  concep¬ 
tions.  One  of  their  severest  critics  was  the  Philadelphia  coin  dealer  Samuel  FI.  Chapman, 
who  falsely  alleged  that  the  designs  were  antinaturalistic,  unhygienic,  incapable  of  stack¬ 
ing,  and  too  easily  counterfeited.  Despite  these  objections,  the  design  remained  without 
further  modification  through  1929.  After  the  earthshaking  events  of  1929,  little  gold 
reached  the  Mint,  and  most  of  what  did  was  coined  into  Double  Eagles  for  international 
payments.  No  more  Quarter  Eagles  or  Half  Eagles  were  ordered  by  banks  or  federal  agen¬ 
cies.  Regulations  of  1933,  demonetizing  gold,  ended  that  metal’s  legal-tender  status. 

All  date-mintmark  combinations  of  this  design  were  coined  in  large  enough  quantities  to 
insure  their  permanent  availability  to  those  who  want  complete  sets,  the  only  difficult  ones 
being  191 1  -D  Quarter  Eagle,  1909-0  and  1929  Half  Eagle,  plus  several  of  the  mint- 
marked  Half  Eagles  in  Mint  State  condition  (most  of  which  saw  some  circulation).  Ed 
Trompeter’s  pieces  offered  below  were  hand-selected  for  their  strike,  color  and  luster,  and 
are  worth  considering  if  you  are  assembling  a  choice  set  of  either  denomination. 


Ed  paid  particular  attention  to  the  Indian’s  cheek  and  the  eagle’s  shoulder.  Special  note 
should  be  taken  of  the  clean  cheeks  in  this  offering. 


/ 


I 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  139 

Date  1908 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  A  smooth,  satiny  coin,  quite  close  to  being  a  gem  and  certainly  worth  examining  by  any  col¬ 

lector  who  is  assembling  a  choice  Uncirculated  set  of  these  attractive  pieces. 


r\r  (  I  l^rir'Q 
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The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  140 

1909 

Mint  State  63 

Another  splendid  coin  with  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  Lustrous  fields  and  a  clean  cheek  on  the 
Indian  make  it  a  coin  to  consider. 
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Superior  Galle 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  141 


1910 

Mint  State  63 

With  every  design  detail  fully  struck.  This  includes  the  war  bonnet  feathers,  each  minutely  as 
clear  as  any  seen  on  a  Proof.  Any  marks  are  so  small  as  to  be  unnoticeable. 


I  he  EdTrompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  142 

1911 

Mint  State  63 

As  sharp  as  any  you  will  see.  The  strike  is  second  to  none,  while  the  fields  display  even  luster 
and  a  near-absence  of  marks. 
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Superior  (Till 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  143 


1911-D 
Mint  State  63 

Key  date  in  the  set  with  a  mintage  of  33,680.  Most  of  these  seem  to  have  been  circulated,  as 
only  a  handful  remain  in  true  Mint  State  condition.  This  specimen  is  satiny  and  attractive, 
with  partial  knife  rim  on  the  right  (one  of  the  identifiers  numismatists  use  for  genuineness). 
Not  to  be  overlooked,  either,  is  the  bold  mintmark.  All  too  often,  1911-D  has  its  mintmark 
almost  obliterated  because  of  weak  striking.  Put  these  exceptional  traits  together  and  you  get  a 
splendid-looking  coin,  one  that  deserves  a  place  in  a  top  quality  set. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  144 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


1912 

Mint  State  63 

Like  its  fellow  pieces,  a  boldly  struck,  fresh  and  original  Uncirculated  coin,  so  choice  that  it 
verges  on  the  borderline  of  actual  Gem  quality. 
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Superior  C 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  145 


1913 


Mint  State  63. 


One  or  two  tiny  marks  on  the  face.  Nevertheless,  beautifully  lustrous  and  very  choice, 
have  graded  these  conservatively  to  encourage  examination  by  interested  parties.) 


Jperior 


l  he  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  146 


Date 


1914 


Grade 


Mint  State  60 


Description 


Scarcer  than  other  Philadelphia  Mint  dates  in  Uncirculated  condition. 
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Superior  Galle 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  147 

Date  1914-D 

Grade  Mint  State  60 

Description  Moderate  bagging  on  the  reverse;  the  obverse  is  especially  choice  for  a  1914-D. 


Superior  Galleries 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  148 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


1915 

Mint  State  63 

An  attractive  coin,  choice  and  blemish-free,  with  satiny  luster  everywhere,  including  across 
the  Indian  chief’s  cheek. 
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Superior  Galle 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  149 


1925-D 


Mint  State  63 


Undeniably  choice,  with  surfaces  and  strike  and  luster  above  average.  This  example  deserves  a 
premium  bid. 


perior  Galleries 


I  he  EdTrompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  150 


Date 


1926 


Grade 


Mint  State  64 


Description  Exceptionally  bright  and  flashy  for  an  Indian  Quarter  Eagle,  with  full  mint  bloom  on  the 

highest  surfaces.  Were  it  not  for  a  few  light  marks  around  the  eagle,  it  would  rest  squarely  in 
the  Gem  category. 
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Superior  Gall 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  151 


Date  1927 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  Full  mint  luster  and  having  surfaces  that  are  so  mark-free  as  to  place  it  close  to  the  next  grade 

category. 


iperior  Galleries 
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The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  152 


Date 


1928 


Grade 


Mint  State  60 


Description 


Normal  light  marks  from  contact  with  other  coins  in  the  bag. 
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Superior  Galle 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Lot  1 53 

Date  1929 

Grade  Mint  State  60 

Description  Frosty  and  attractive. 


iperior  Galleries 


/  / 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


i 


Lot  154 


Date  1908 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  Outstanding  surfaces,  color,  and  luster,  with  marks  almost  nonexistent  and  the  strike  bold 

throughout.  In  such  circumstances,  it  follows  that  there  will  be  competition  to  buy  this  first 
year  coin. 


\ 


Uperior  Galleries 


I  he  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  155 

Date 
Grade 


1908-D 
Mint  State  60 


Description 


Subdued  mint  luster  is  all  that  holds  this  back  from  a  higher  grade,  for  there  are  very  few 
marks  disturbing  the  surface. 
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Superior  Gallo 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  1 56 


Date  1908-S 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  As  a  date,  1908-S  is  among  the  very  scarce  issues  when  found  in  Uncirculated  condition.  This 

one,  however,  is  more  than  Uncirculated;  it  is  very,  very  choice  for  the  date.  Not  only  are  its 
surfaces  smooth  and  attractive  (almost  blemish-free),  but  they  glow  with  mint  frostiness. 
Turning  next  to  rarity,  1908-S  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  key  date  in  the  series.  Its  82,000 
mintage  was  reduced  dramatically  during  the  great  gold  call-in  of  1934-1944.  Today,  fewer 
than  30  Uncirculated  specimens  have  been  graded  by  the  major  third-party  grading  services. 


dperior  Galleries 


T  he  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  157 


1909 

Mint  State  65 

Rich,  satisfying  luster  is  complemented  by  an  exceptional  strike,  superb  surfaces,  and  nice 
golden  color.  Of  course,  collectors  know  there  are  very  few  Gem  Uncirculated  Indian  Head 
Half  Eagles  available  for  purchase.  In  spite  of  moderate  mintages  for  most  dates,  it  seems  that 
these  were  prone  to  getting  scuffs  or  bagmarks.  Only  a  few  downright  Gems  remain,  and  this 
is  one  of  the  handsomest  of  them  all. 
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Superior  Galle 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  158 


1909-D 
Mint  State  63 

Boldly  struck;  an  excellent  date  for  one’s  type  set. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Rare  and  Important  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


Lot  159 


1909-0 
Mint  State  64 

In  this  high  grade,  with  such  nice  surfaces  and  strike,  1909-0  is  something  of  an  aristocrat 
among  Hall  Eagles.  To  begin,  only  34,200  pieces  were  struck  at  New  Orleans  that  year,  far 
fewer  than  any  other  date  in  the  series.  In  fact,  this  was  the  first  New  Orleans  struck  Half 
Eagles  in  years.  Little  fanfare  accompanied  this  issue  when  struck,  therefore  few  paid  any  at¬ 
tention  until  years  later,  long  after  they  entered  circulation.  This  coupled  with  the  few  collec¬ 
tors  (if  any)  in  the  region  where  these  first  appeared,  helps  account  for  their  rarity  in  Mint 
State  condition.  That  one  so  sharp  and  attractive  has  survived  may  be  put  down  to  merest 
luck.  When  examining  this,  be  sure  to  note  its  imposing  strike  and  strong  mintmark;  notice 
also  how  few  marks  there  are  compared  with  other  1909-0  Half  Eagle’s  parading  around  in 
the  marketplace  as  “Uncirculated.”  This  example  is  clearly  superior  to  most.  As  such,  it  rates  a 
premium  bid.  For  comparison  purposes,  only  7  examples  have  been  graded  by  PCGS  and 
NGC  in  Mint  State  condition — -and  several  of  these  may  be  repeat  tries  at  a  higher  grade! 
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Superior  C 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  160 


Date 


1909-S 


Grade 

Description 


Mint  State  64 

With  enough  sparkle  to  nudge  it  into  the  Gem  class  on  many  fronts.  Its  strike  and  color  are 
unusual  for  1909-S,  which  typically  comes  so-so  in  the  luster  department  and  weak  on  the 
eagle  and  mintmark  in  the  strike  department.  Instead,  the  coin  is  outstanding.  Fewer  than  20 
specimens  have  been  graded  by  the  services,  and  there  may  never  be  a  larger  number  since  no 
hoards  of  1909-S  have  ever  been  uncovered. 


^perior  Galleries  / 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  161 


Date 


1910 


Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  The  perfect  coin  for  type  set  collecting  purposes  since  1910  does  not  have  a  premium  lor  low 

mintage  as  do  many  other  dates  in  the  series. 
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Superior  C 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  162 


Date 


1910-D 


Grade 


Mint  State  60 


Description  Although  1910-D  is  seen  regularly  in  circulated  grades,  it  becomes  rather  scarce  in  the  Uncir¬ 

culated  ranges,  most  likely  because  few  collectors  with  foresight  thought  to  put  one  aside 
back  then.  The  majority  of  coins  were  probably  consigned  to  the  melting  pots  in  the  1930s. 
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■perior  Galleries 


I  he  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


I 


Lot  163 


Date 


1910-S 


Grade 


Mint  State  64 


Description  With  some  claims  to  an  even  higher  grade.  This  is  especially  evident  in  the  luster  which  is 

bright  and  sparkling,  as  nice  as  the  day  the  coin  was  struck.  Adding  to  the  coin’s  brilliance  are 
its  splendid  surfaces  (with  only  a  stray  mark  or  two  visible  to  the  left  of  the  Indian’s  face).  The 
belief  was  once  common  that  because  Liberty  Head  Half  Eagles  are  readily  available  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  condition,  so,  too,  are  Indian  Heads  with  similar  mintages.  But  this  is  definitely  not 
the  case.  And  this  1910-S  exemplifies  the  fact  in  having  fewer  than  25  Mint  State  pieces  in  all 
graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined. 
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Superior  Gal 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


■ 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  164 


1911 

Mint  State  63 

With  a  gorgeous  cheek  on  the  Indian.  There  are  no  marks  or  hairlines  or  rubbing  to  disturb 
its  satiny  mint  bloom,  only  nice,  rounded  contours  of  frosted  elegance.  Not  rare  as  a  date,  but 
desirable  this  nice. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


A  Handsome  191 1  -D  Half  Eagle 


Lot  165 


1911-D 
Mint  State  63 

Unlike  its  1911  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart,  1911-D  is  clearly  a  very  scarce  coin  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  condition.  It  is  even  more  unusual  to  find  one  as  choice  and  frosty  as  this.  The  fields 
are  free  from  detractions,  as  is  the  all-important  cheek.  Best  of  all,  the  strike  is  razor-sharp  on 
the  eagle’s  wing,  on  the  war  bonnet,  and  on  the  mintmark  (which  sometimes  come  faint). 
Taking  one  thing  with  another,  you  would  be  hard-pressed  to  find  another  such  1911-D 
without  years  of  searching.  There  are  only  1 1  examples  graded  by  the  major  third-party  serv¬ 
ices,  and  many  of  those  are  either  low-end  Mint  State  or  represent  resubmissions  for  possible 
upgrade. 

Ed  upgraded  this  issue  3  different  times  over  a  stretch  of  23+  years.  This  was  the  finest  one  he 
obtained. 
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Superior  G 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


i 


Lot  166 

Date  191 1  -S 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  Although  not  quite  as  scarce  as  1911  -D,  a  scarce  coin  in  its  own  right  in  Uncirculated  condi¬ 

tion.  Close  to  one  and  one-half  million  191 1  -S  Half  Eagles  were  minted;  however,  fewer  than 
50  have  been  graded  Uncirculated! 
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iperior  Galleries 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  167 


Date 


1912 


Grade 


Mint  State  63 


Description  Actually  quite  undervalued  in  this  condition  as  few  were  apparently  saved  at  the  time  of  issue. 

In  spite  of  its  modest  mintage  of  790,000,  only  rarely  does  a  choice  Uncirculated  1912  like 
this  make  an  appearance.  Besides  having  full  mint  brilliance,  the  coin’s  surfaces  are  above- 
average  in  lack  of  marks,  and  the  strike  bold  throughout. 
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Superior  Caller 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  168 


Date  1912-S 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  Frosty  and  attractive  for  this  well-made,  well-preserved  coin.  Similar  to  191 1-S,  the  1912-S 

was  saved  in  extremely  limited  numbers  in  Uncirculated  condition,  with  few  if  any  hoards 
having  surfaced,  and  the  number  graded  by  the  grading  services  fewer  than  25. 
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I  he  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  169 


1913 

Mint  State  64 

In  the  course  of  this  coin’s  striking  it  received  a  lull  blow  from  the  dies,  imparting  a  complete 
design  to  the  finished  coin.  So  bold  was  the  strike  that  it  left  a  low  wire  edge  in  portions.  But 
best  of  all,  marks  are  at  a  minimum  while  luster  is  maximized  everywhere. 
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Superior  Gallo 


■■■ 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Elusive  1913-S  Mint  State  Half  Eagle 


Lot  170 

Date  1913-S 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  One  of  the  unsung  rarities  in  the  series  in  Uncirculated  condition.  As  with  its  Ten  Dollar 

Gold  counterpart,  1913-S  was  evidently  overlooked  by  early  collectors.  Very  few  are  ever  seen 
in  Mint  State.  Even  fewer  with  this  one’s  splendid  surfaces,  color,  strike,  and  luster;  complete 
with  a  clean  cheek  on  the  Indian  chief,  full  feathers  on  the  eagle’s  shoulder,  and  an  above-av¬ 
erage  mintmark  (which  often  comes  indistinct).  Fewer  than  23  examples  have  been  graded  by 
the  services.  And  because  these  may  include  duplication,  there  could  be  fewer  than  15  to  20 
known  in  Uncirculated  condition. 


perior  Gallerie\ 
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I  he  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  171 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


1914 

Mint  State  63 

Light  hairline  on  the  cheek;  otherwise,  above-average  in  luster,  strike,  and  surfaces.  Indeed, 
the  surfaces  virtually  glow  with  golden  radiance,  displaying  uncharacteristic  cartwheel  shine. 
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Superior 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  172 

Date  1914-D 

Grade  Mint  State  60 

Description  Luster  not  as  vibrant  as  the  preceding  Philadelphia  Mint  specimen.  This  is  compensated  for 

by  a  sharp  strike,  as  well  as  a  nice  portrait  on  the  chief. 


I  he  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Lot  173 

Date 
Grade 


1914-S 
Mint  State  60 


Description  For  some  reason,  San  Francisco  Mint  Half  Eagles  are  very  scarce  in  Uncirculated  condition. 

Although  numbers  minted  were  similar  to  many  Philadelphia  and  Denver  Mint  issues,  it 
seems  that  most  S-Mint  dates  went  immediately  into  circulation.  The  current  PCGS/NGC 
census  is  well  under  20. 
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Superior  Gall 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


i 


a 


Lot  174 


1915 

Mint  State  63 

A  high-end  coin  that  offers  uncompromising  luster,  including  on  the  Indian’s  cheek,  and  very 
few  marks,  none  of  significance,  none  detracting.  Instead,  the  surfaces  are  above-average, 
showing  full  mint  bloom. 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Choice  Uncirculated  1915-S  Half  Eagle 


Lot  175 


1915-S 

Mint  State  63 

Since  every  other  San  Francisco  Mint  Half  Eagle  that  has  gone  before  is  unusually  scarce  in 
choice  Uncirculated  condition,  so  it  happens  that  1915-S  is  also  an  unusually  elusive  date, 
particularly  in  Mint  State  63  and  above.  This  excellent  example  is  much  sharper  than  most  on 
the  Indian’s  cheek,  on  the  eagle  (which  has  full  feathers  on  the  left  wing  at  the  shoulder),  and 
a  sharper-than-normal  mintmark.  Fewer  than  30  examples  have  been  graded  by  PCGS  and 
NGC,  and  some  of  these  may  include  duplicate  listings  for  coins  which  were  resubmitted  for 
possible  upgrade,  or  crossover  encapsulation. 
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Superior  Gall 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


i 


Lot  176 

Date  1916-S 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  Among  the  frostier  1916-S  Half  Eagles  available.  Surfaces  are  replete  with  light  golden  mint 

bloom,  the  cheek  fresh  and  attractive,  the  eagle  exquisite,  and  the  mintmark  sharper  than  av¬ 
erage.  Although  1916-S  is  not  as  scarce  as  191 5-S,  it  still  deserves  your  attention  and  a  strong 
bid  in  this  satisfying  condition. 


l  he  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Half  Eagles 


Important  1929  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


Lot  177 


Date  1929 

Grade  Mint  State  64 

Description  Everyone  desirous  of  assembling  a  complete  set  of  Indian  Half  Eagles  needs  a  1929;  and,  rela¬ 

tively  few  nice,  fault-free  examples  are  available.  Yes,  a  number  of  baggy  Uncirculated  1929s 
have  been  rolling  around  the  market  in  recent  years;  but  very  few  Choice  to  Gem  quality  ex¬ 
amples  every  get  released.  They  remain  in  hiding,  only  becoming  available  when  major  collec¬ 
tions  like  this  are  sold.  And  when  one  does  surface,  it  immediately  gets  snapped  up  by  a  quick 
bidder  and  goes  again  into  hiding.  Because  this  beauty  is  so  sharp  and  lustrous,  so  fresh  and 
original,  this  Mint  State  64  example  represents  a  gilt-edged  opportunity  to  complete  a  top- 
quality  set. 


204 


Superior  Galleric 


Indian  Eagles 

Ed  Trompeter  considered  Pratt’s  Indian  Head  Quarter  Eagles  and  Half  Eagles,  along  with 
Saint  Gaudens’  incomparable  Indian  Head  Eagles  to  be  among  America’s  most  beautiful 
coins.  For  the  Indian  Head  Eagle,  designer  Augustus  Saint  Gaudens  decided  to  use  not  a 
standing  figure  but  a  head,  feeling  that  the  heroic  effect  of  any  standing  figure,  as  chosen 
for  the  Double  Eagle,  would  be  lost  in  smaller  diameter.  The  profile  Saint  Gaudens  chose 
originated  in  a  figure  of  Nike  (Victory),  part  of  his  General  Sherman  Monument  (1905), 
ultimately  inspired  by  a  Hellenistic  Wingless  victory  on  the  temple  of  Zeus  Soter  at  Perga- 
mum  (now  in  modern  Turkey).  At  President  Roosevelt’s  insistence,  and  for  no  other  rea¬ 
son,  Saint  Gaudens  gave  this  head  a  nationalistic  character  by  the  absurd  addition  of  a 
feathered  warbonnet.  And  so  this  new  design  acquired  the  misleading  sobriquet  of  “Indian 
head,”  properly  applicable  only  to  Pratt’s  1908-29  Half  Eagles  and  Quarter  Eagles.  Possi¬ 
bly  the  warbonnet  also  served  to  conceal  any  connection  with  the  Sherman  monument,  to 
minimize  protests  in  the  South. 


The  Ed  Trompeter  Collection  /  Indian  Eagles 


Extremely  Rare  1907  Rolled  Edge,  Periods 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 


Description 


Historic  Note 


Lot  178 

1907 

Mint  State  65 

Saint  Gaudens  Indian  Eagle.  Rolled  or  rounded  edge.  Periods  before  and  after  legends  on  re¬ 
verse. 

A  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  example,  and  one  of  only  a  few  superb  Rolled  Edge  With  Peri¬ 
ods  available  to  collectors.  A  truly  phenomenal  coin  that  has  retained  its  pristine  original  state 
since  it  came  off  the  dies  and  into  the  gloved  hand  of  the  mint  pressman.  When  you  look 
upon  it  for  the  first  time,  you  will  immediately  be  awed  and  enchanted — almost  mesmer¬ 
ized — by  its  fresh  yellow-gold  color.  Adding  to  its  sense  of  originality  are  fields  and  devices 
that  are,  quite  simply,  unimprovable. 

In  a  way,  the  1907  Rolled  Edge  Eagles  have  one  foot  in  the  Pattern  series  and  the  other  in  the 
regular  issue  Eagle  series.  Judd  lists  it  as  #1775  in  his  Pattern  book.  Because  there  were  origi¬ 
nally  31,550  struck,  and  because  nearly  all  were  “business  strikes"  rather  than  Proofs,  they 
seem  to  have  a  closer  tie  to  regular  Eagles.  However — and  this  is  an  important  distinction 
of  those  struck,  the  Mint  melted  all  but  42  specimens!  Three  of  these  are  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  while  others  are  equally  untouchable  in  other  museum  collections.  Perhaps  fewer 
than  30  individuals  remain.  Why  melt  so  many  lovely  coins  after  going  through  the  trouble 
of  designing  and  striking  them  in  the  first  place?  Possibly  the  answer  lies  in  fear  of  political 
heat.  Or  in  manufacturing  headaches.  Or  maybe  it  was  pure  jealousy,  for  it  is  well  known  that 
mintmaster  Charles  E.  Barber  considered  his  department  much  like  a  fiefdom;  he  often  “re¬ 
vised”  other  artist’s  coin  designs,  often  with  tragic  results.  We  will  probably  never  learn  why 
all  but  42  pieces  were  melted.  But  that  a  few  outstanding  examples  are  still  collectible  is  evi¬ 
dent  here.  For  this  is  without  a  doubt  one  of  the  sharpest,  brightest,  most  beautiful  19CT 
Rolled  Edge  Eagle’s  known.  And  it  belongs  in  a  connoisseur’s  set,  where  it  can  be  admired 

and  displayed  in  all  its  radiant  glory. 
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Highly  Desirable  1907  Wire  Edge,  Periods  Eagle 


Lot  179 


Date  1907 

Grade  Mint  State  65 

Variety  Saint  Gaudens  Eagle.  Wire  edge  (or,  more  properly,  “knife  rim  the  term  used  by  the  Mint). 

Periods  before  and  after  legends  on  reverse. 

Description  A  superb  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  example;  and  elbowing  out  the  competition  on  nearly 

all  fronts,  including  the  strike,  which  is  razor-sharp;  the  color,  which  features  a  soft,  satiny 
texture  with  no  disturbance  to  its  flow;  and  Liberty’s  cheek,  in  particular,  which  is  sleek  and 
elegant,  completely  free  from  hairlines  or  marks.  In  other  words,  the  entire  coin  is  magnifi¬ 
cent;  as  made. 

Historic  Note  First  coined  September  13,  1907,  the  Wire  Edge  $10  embodies  August  Saint  Gaudens’  fa¬ 

mous  modernist  design  as  he  originally  meant  it  to  look  (before  the  master  hub  was  ground 
down  and  modified  into  what  became  the  later  “No  Motto’’  style).  This  includes  a  full 
rounded  cheek,  a  field  which  meets  the  edge  in  a  knile  rim,  and  uniquely  “textured”  luster, 
made  up  of  swirls  and  raised  lines  from  the  way  the  die  was  finished.  Records  show  that  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  struck  only  500  Wire  Edge  Eagles  before  chief  engraver  and  mintmaster 
Charles  E.  Barber  decided  to  alter  the  coin  somewhat,  reducing  its  relatively  high  relief.  In 
doing  so,  he  emasculated  Saint  Gaudens’  masterly  plan,  unfortunately,  and  supplanted  it  with 
an  acceptable,  though  not  as  masterly,  rendition.  Today,  numismatics  has  only  a  handful  of 
these  refined  Wire  Edge  coins  available  to  it.  And  the  specimen  offered  here  is  among  the  few 
Gem  survivors.  Those  collectors  who  are  looking  for  that  “special’’  coin  for  their  collection 
should  seriously  consider  this  one,  as  it  epitomizes  America’s  cultural  glory  at  its  height. 

According  to  archive  records,  Alice  Butler  sat  for  Saint  Gaudens  when  he  designed  the  Indian 
Head.  She  was  a  member  of  the  parish  of  the  Rev.  Elmer  D.  Colcord.  Because  President 
Roosevelt  (who  followed  the  evolution  of  the  coin  closely)  considered  it  blasphemous  to  place 
the  name  of  the  deity  on  a  coin,  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  omitted  from  the 
coins  first  issued  in  1907.  However,  this  caused  such  a  stir  that  when  Congress  passed  a  bill  in 
1908  directing  that  the  motto  “shall  hereafter  be  inscribed  upon  all  such  gold  and  silver  coins 
of  said  denominations  as  heretofore, ”  he  withdrew  his  objections  and  directed  that  the  motto 
be  placed  on  the  coins.  Mintage  was  originally  500,  including  approximately  50  Proofs,  less  2 
officially  melted.  One  Proof  was  in  the  Captain  North  cased  set. 
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Lot  180 


Date  1907 

Grade  Mint  State  64 


Variety 

Description 


No  Motto. 

From  the  newly-revised  hubs  by  Charles  E.  Barber,  after  the  previous  Saint  Gaudens’  design 
proved  difficult  to  produce.  Fully  brilliant  and  well  struck,  with  surfaces  immaculate.  The 
cheek,  too,  is  superb. 
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Lot  181 


Date 

Grade 

Variety 

Description 


1908 

Mint  State  64 
No  Motto. 

Because  the  surfaces  are  so  blemish-free,  and  because  the  strike  is  unimprovable,  the  coin 
crosses  over  into  the  Gem  category  on  many  fronts.  Notice  also  the  absence  of  marks  on  the 
eagle  and  Liberty,  which  is  unusual  to  say  the  least  for  an  Indian  Ten  Dollar  Gold  piece.  It  is 
important  to  take  cognizance  of  the  mintage  for  1908  No  Motto,  since  at  33,500  pieces  it  is 
among  the  lower  totals  in  the  series. 
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Lot  182 

Date  1908-D 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Variety  No  Motto. 

Description  Almost  on  a  par  with  the  1908  Philadelphia  Mint  specimen  just  offered.  Were  it  not  for  the 

luster  being  somewhat  subdued  on  the  Indian,  the  coin  would  easily  fit  into  the  next  grade 
class.  A  choice  coin  all  around. 
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Lot  183 


Date  1908 

Grade  Mint  State  64 

Variety  With  Motto. 

Description  Excellent  color  and  surfaces  combine  to  give  the  coin  a  splendid  appearance;  one  of  trim  ele¬ 

gance  in  a  U.S.  gold  piece.  As  noted  previously  when  describing  how  the  Saint  Gaudens  de¬ 
sign  was  created,  less  than  a  year  after  adoption  of  the  design,  an  outraged  Congress  goaded 
on  by  a  vociferous  clergy  ordered  that  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  be  restored  to  the 
coinage,  as  mandated  by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1863.  The  new  design  With  Motto  is  by  Char¬ 
les  E.  Barber,  after  Saint  Gaudens.  Coins  dated  1908-11  have  46  stars  on  edge  as  before; 
1912-33,  48  stars,  the  extra  two  being  added  to  honor  the  admission  of  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico.  Edges  were  imparted  by  segmented  (three-part)  collars. 
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Lot  184 

Date  1908-D 

Grade  Mint  State  65 

Variety  With  Motto.  Broad  D  mintmark,  parallel  to  upright  of  T(EN). 

Description  A  genuinely  pleasing  specimen  with  characteristic  velvety  smooth  texture  to  the  fields,  and  su¬ 

perlative  devices  that  are  lacking  the  usual  annoying  contact  marks.  In  short,  a  Gem,  and  well 
worth  considering  for  a  place  in  a  U.S.  gold  type  set  or  date-and-mintmark  collection  of  In¬ 
dian  Tens.  (Oddly  enough,  1908-D  With  Motto  is  slightly  harder  to  find  in  Choice  to  Gem 
condition  than  is  1908-S,  though  much  less  rare  in  lower  grades.) 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1908-S  Eagle 


Lot  185 


Date  1908-S 

Grade  Mint  State  65 


Variety 

Description 


Historic  Note 


With  Motto.  Normal  mintmark:  S  below  arrow  points,  about  parallel  to  upright  of  T(EN). 

From  first  to  last  a  superb  example  of  coinage  art.  This  one’s  quality  is  clearly  expressed  by  its 
bold  strike,  its  splendid  golden  color,  its  flawless  surfaces,  and,  best  of  all,  its  dazzling  bril¬ 
liance.  For  connoisseurs  of  the  series,  1908-S  ranks  as  a  key  date,  a  date  seldom  encountered 
this  nice,  and  one  of  only  59,850  pieces  struck. 

Possibly  from  one  of  two  small  hoards  found  years  ago. 
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Lot  186 


Date 


1909 


Grade 

Description 


Mint  State  64 

Another  satiny  specimen,  bright  with  mint  bloom  and  lacking  the  usual  hagmarks.  Indeed, 
the  face  of  Liberty  is  pristine  and  smooth,  well  above  the  norm  lor  this  date.  Meets  or  exceeds 
the  requirements  for  a  Gem  grade  in  many  ways. 
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Date 


1909-D 


Lot  187 


Grade 


Mint  State  60+. 


Description  Broad  D  mintmark,  parallel  upright  of  T(EN),  and  below  arrow  points  as  in  Breen-71 10  (ap¬ 

parently  an  intentional  change  of  position  to  give  a  less  cramped  effect  than  the  first  Denver 
Mint  variety  having  mintmark  close  to  the  arrow  points).  A  lustrous  example,  well  struck  and 
displaying  only  insignificant  marks  on  the  face. 
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Lot  188 


Date  1909-S 

Grade  Mint  State  60+ 

Description  Normal  S.  Possibly  from  a  small  hoard  of  50  to  75  pieces  found  in  South  America  in  1977. 

How  they  got  there  will  probably  remain  a  mystery.  What  will  not  remain  a  mystery,  how¬ 
ever,  is  this  coin’s  excellent  state  of  preservation:  fields  satiny  lustrous,  devices  bold,  and  any 
marks  widely  scattered  and  of  little  consequence.  Mintage  for  1909-S  was  293,250. 
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Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  189 

1910 

Mint  State  64 

The  luster  is  particularly  vibrant  here,  bright  and  velvety  as  is  illustrative  of  a  well-made,  well- 
preserved  Ten  Dollar  Indian.  Only  the  faintest  hairlines  across  the  eagle’s  lower  wing  feathers 
keeps  us  from  placing  it  squarely  in  the  Gem  category. 
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Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  190 

1910-D 
Mint  State  64 

A  few  faint  hairlines  on  the  face  and  in  the  obverse  field,  plus  some  minor  roughness  beneath 
OF  on  reverse;  otherwise  a  glowing  Gem  Uncirculated  specimen,  well  advanced  in  the  rank¬ 
ings  in  spite  of  1910-D  having  one  of  the  larger  mintages. 


Galleries 
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Lot  191 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


1910-S 
Mint  State  60 

Some  dulling  in  the  luster  on  the  high  points,  but  compensated  for  by  smooth  surfaces  and 
few  marks. 
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Lot  192 


Date 


1911 


Grade 


Mint  State  65 


Description  It  is  quite  safe  to  assume  the  present  1911  was  kept  out  of  the  numismatic  limelight  for  dec¬ 

ades  after  it  was  made.  Not  only  is  it  bright  and  flashy,  but  the  surfaces  are  immaculate  and 
the  strike  extremely  bold.  Best  of  all,  there  are  no  annoying  marks  of  any  kind.  Instead,  the 
surfaces  (including  the  cheek)  gleam  with  silky  radiance. 
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Lot  193 


Date 


1911 -D 


Grade 


Mint  State  60 


Description 


A  few  random  marks,  but  having  cleaner  surfaces  than  normal,  while  the  luster  is  somewhat 
tempered — although  191 1  -D  seldom  comes  brilliant.  For  that  matter,  191 1  -D  rarely  comes 
in  Uncirculated  condition  at  all,  since  the  mint  only  found  time  to  strike  30,100  pieces  before 
coinage  ceased.  (Apparently,  demand  was  almost  exclusively  for  $20  Gold  pieces  rather  than 
smaller  denominations.) 
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Outstanding  191 1  -S  Ten  Dollar  Gold 


Lot  1 94 


Date  191 1-S 

Grade  Mint  State  65 

Description  A  spectacular  Gem,  as  bright  as  if  Ed  Trompeter  had  acquired  it  from  the  mint  himself  and 

set  it  aside  in  an  inert  environment.  The  surfaces  are  free  from  problems  of  any  kind:  no  spots 
or  hairlines  or  annoying  marks,  and  instead,  satiny  surfaces,  resplendent  luster,  and  majestic 
strike.  Only  51,000  pieces  were  minted.  And  191 1-S  might  have  remained  as  intractably  elu¬ 
sive  as  191 1  -D  in  Gem  condition  were  it  not  for  a  small  hoard  (said  to  have  been  60  pieces) 
found  in  the  Philippines — of  all  places — circa  1976.  These  made  their  way  through  Spain  to 
America,  with  the  present  coin  undoubtedly  one  of  the  sharper  ones  from  the  hoard. 
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Lot  195 


Date 


1912 


Grade 


Mint  State  63 


Description  Coins  dated  1912-33  have  48  stars  on  edge.  A  choice,  lustrous  example  displaying  charac¬ 

teristic  satin-textured  surfaces  and  uncharacteristically  bold,  mark-free  devices.  It  is  important 
for  bidders  to  examine  these  lovely  $10  Gold  pieces  closely  since  they  have  been  graded  on 
the  conservative  side  and  are  among  the  sharpest  examples  Ed  Trompeter  could  locate.  Many 
would  have  been  solid  Gems  prior  to  the  rigid  third-party  grading  standards  which  emerged 
in  the  mid-1980s.  And  again,  many  of  these  were  “slabbed,”  but  because  of  his  distaste  for  en¬ 
capsulation,  Ed  removed  the  coins  and  discarded  the  printed  inserts. 
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Lot  196 


Date 


1912-S 


Grade 


Mint  State  63 


Description  Another  exceptional  Ten  Dollar  rarity  that  fits  many  of  the  qualifications  for  a  higher  grade. 

Not  only  are  its  surfaces  bright  and  glowing,  but  marks  are  almost  nonexistent  and  the  strike 
is  bold  throughout. 

Historic  Note  The  San  Francisco  Mint  struck  an  even  300,000  specimens  in  1912.  However,  as  most  of 

these  went  into  circulation,  very  few  unequivocally  Uncirculated  ones  remain  to  satisfy  the 
growing  collector  demand.  Of  these,  approximately  100  have  been  graded  by  third-party 
services,  with  many  falling  into  the  lower  categories. 
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Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  197 


1913 

Mint  State  64 

A  satiny  jewel,  sleek  and  blemish-free,  and  brighter  than  93%  of  1913  Eagles  seen.  Especially 
prominent  is  Liberty’s  clean  face,  for  there  are  no  hairlines  or  marks  to  mar  its  smooth  con¬ 
tours. 
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Lot  198 


Date  1913-S 

Grade  Mint  State  60 


Description  Because  only  66,000  1913-S  Ten  Dollar  Gold  pieces  were  minted,  there  are  very  few  Uncir¬ 

culated  pieces  remaining.  Those  that  are  seen  are  typically  well  bagmarked.  However,  that  is 
not  the  the  situation  here,  since,  other  than  for  a  few  widely  scattered  contact  marks,  the 
fields  and  devices  are  frosty  and  blemish-free.  We  do  not  a  find  even  a  single  hairline  in  the 
field  before  the  portrait.  Everything  is  choice,  attractive,  and  original. 

Historic  Note  A  check  through  the  PCGS  and  NGC  census  reports  show  fewer  than  20  Uncirculated  exam¬ 

ples  graded  in  all,  with  the  preponderance  in  Mint  State  60  to  63.  A  most  rewarding  coin  to 
consider. 
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Lot  199 


Date 


1914 


Grade 


Mint  State  63 


Description  Contrary  to  its  unassuming  mintage  of  131,000,  the  1914  Eagle  is  elusive  in  Choice  Uncircu¬ 

lated  condition.  It  seems  that  few  were  saved  at  the  time  of  issue.  Fortunately,  this  one  was;  in 
fact,  it  must  have  been  picked  out  precisely  for  its  strong  luster,  excellent  devices,  and  hand¬ 
some  appearance,  since  it  is  clearly  above  average  for  the  date. 
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Lot  200 


Date  1914-D 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  Mellow  luster  and  clean,  above-average  surfaces  make  a  coin  of  this  caliber  a  “must  see” 

proposition.  You  will  rarely  get  the  opportunity  to  bid  on  a  more  spotfree  1914-D,  despite  its 
having  a  tolerable  mintage  of  343,500. 
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Lot  201 


Date 


1914-S 


Grade 


Mint  State  63 


Description  One  of  the  scarcer  Indian  Head  Eagles  in  Uncirculated  condition,  and  far  superior  to  most  in 

its  satiny  luster,  sharp  strike,  and  appealing  color.  Only  a  few  widely  dispersed  marks  hinder  it 
from  being  assigned  a  higher  grade.  There  were  208,000  pieces  minted.  However,  as  with 
other  Eagles  from  the  San  Francisco  facility,  most  seem  to  have  been  circulated,  since  the  av¬ 
erage  grade  seen  today  is  Extremely  Fine  or  thereabouts.  The  grading  services  have  handled 
fewer  than  30  Mint  State  pieces. 

There  is  no  need  to  remind  bidders  that  Saint  Gaudens’  Ten  Dollar  Gold  piece  is  a  master¬ 
piece  of  coining  art.  Our  consignor  appreciated  this  early  in  his  collecting  career  and  charted 
the  task  for  himself  of  building  an  indisputably  first-class  set;  a  set  matched  for  color  and  sur¬ 
faces,  strike  and  luster.  As  will  be  seen  when  you  examine  his  set  coin  by  coin,  each  and  every 
example  meets  Ed  Trompeter’s  rigorous  guidelines,  and  then  some! 
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Date 

Grade 

Description 


Lot  202 


1915 

Mint  State  63 

Minor  signs  of  contact  on  the  higher  portions,  but  all  in  all  a  frosty,  well-struck  example,  per¬ 
fectly  representative  of  the  type. 
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Lot  203 


Date 


1915-S 


Grade 


Mint  State  63 


Description  Really  an  extraordinary  coin,  even  when  examined  under  a  strong  light.  Its  surface  sparkles 

with  golden  radiance,  satiny  throughout  and  nearly  flawless.  Other  than  for  a  haphazard 
mark  or  two,  and  what  appears  to  be  a  hair-thin  imperfection  in  the  eagle’s  upper  wing, 
everything  is  unsullied  and  original,  so  close  to  Gem  as  to  be  not  worth  quibbling  over. 

Historic  Note  Only  39,000  pieces  were  struck,  which  is  one  of  the  skimpiest  mintages  in  the  group.  What’s 

more,  the  grading  services  seem  to  have  been  starved  of  Mint  State  examples  on  which  to  re¬ 
port:  an  even  dozen  seen  in  all  grades  combined  between  PCGS  and  NGC.  This  fabulous  ex¬ 
ample  certainly  ranks  high  in  the  Condition  Census  of  Finest  Knowns. 
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Description 
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Lot  204 


1916-S 

Mint  State  63 

Considerably  rarer  than  its  mintage  would  suggest.  Forget  the  138,500  figure  reported  for 
1916-S.  Nearly  all  of  these  entered  into  circulation.  The  majority  later  found  their  way  into 
the  Treasury’s  call-in  program  of  the  1930s  and  were  unceremoniously  turned  into  gold  bars. 
Today,  finding  one  as  fresh  and  pristine  as  this  takes  some  doing.  In  the  course  of  the  coin’s 
striking,  it  received  a  full  blow  from  the  dies,  bringing  up  the  relief  to  the  complete  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  one  and  all.  Then,  too,  the  surfaces  are  attractive  while  the  luster,  somewhat  subdued, 
has  a  velvety  smoothness  overlaid  with  undisturbed  toning.  Furthermore,  the  rims  are  match¬ 
less,  showing  nothing  in  the  way  of  nicks  or  scrapes  as  do  so  many  Mint  State  Ten  Dollar 
Gold  pieces  from  having  been  knocked  around  in  a  bag. 
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Exceptionally  Bold  1920-S  Indian  Head  Eagle 


Lot  205 


Date 

Grade 

Description 


Historic  Note 
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1920-S 

Mint  State  65 

Superb!  Indeed,  a  sensational  coin  that  is  several  orders  of  magnitude  bolder  and  flashier  than 
the  next-finest  1920-S  seen.  In  terms  of  overall  color  and  appearance,  it  plainly  belongs  in  a 
class  by  itself.  The  fields  are  satin-smooth;  the  devices,  free  from  annoying  nicks  and 
scratches;  and  the  central  portions — always  a  sticking  point  when  it  comes  to  whether  a 
1920-S  is  Choice  or  not — are  bold  throughout.  This  includes  full,  wafting  hair  waves  over 
Liberty’s  ear,  complete  separation  on  the  raised  edges  of  the  headband,  unimprovable  feather 
detail  in  the  war  bonnet,  and  an  eagle  that  soars  above  its  competition.  Only  when  major  col¬ 
lections  like  Ed  Trompeter’s  are  sold  do  any  outstanding  rarities  such  as  this  Gem  BU  1920-S 
appear.  And  as  soon  as  this  one  sells  it  will  undoubtedly  go  into  hiding  once  again,  not  to  re¬ 
appear  until  sometime  far  into  the  next  century. 

Unlike  its  companion  rarities  of  1930-S  and  1933,  1920-S  has  never  turned  up  in  a  hoard. 
The  majority  of  pieces  remained  in  bank  vaults  or  at  the  Treasury  where  they  were  im¬ 
pounded  under  a  presidential  decree  of  April  1933,  and  then  melted  beginning  in  1934. 
Since  1980  possibly  four  or  five  have  returned  from  Europe,  and  reportedly  10  more  were 
found  in  upper  New  York  State.  Ail  of  these  came  bagmarked,  however,  or  worse,  weakly 
struck  in  their  centers.  The  primary  third-party  grading  services,  PCGS  and  NGC,  have 
graded  a  combined  total  of  6  Uncirculated  1920-S  Eagles.  This  fantastic  example,  with  all  the 
letters  LIBERTY  on  the  bonnet  clear  and  distinct,  is  the  one  Eagle  Ed  is  most  proud  of.  It  is 
clearly  “The  Finest  Known.” 

Recent  sales  include:  Auction  80:457,  $50,000;  G.  S.  Godard,  Auction  82:404,  Unc.  $27,000 
Ex  Comparette,  Clapp,  Eliasberg:869,  $40,700. 
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Lot  206 

Date  1926 

Grade  Mint  State  65 

Description  Excellent  for  a  type  set  because  of  its  high  quality.  Surfaces  and  luster  are  second-to-none, 

while  Liberty’s  cheek,  being  free  from  all  marks  save  for  a  tiny  one  below  the  eye,  is  a  joy  to 
behold.  The  eagle,  too,  is  praiseworthy. 
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An  Outstanding  1930-S  Indian  Head  Eagle 


Lot  207 


Date  1930-S 

Grade  Mint  State  64 

Description  Far  in  advance  of  most  1930-S  Eagles  seen  (most  of  which  come  heavily  marked  up,  espe¬ 

cially  on  the  face  and  eagle).  In  this  instance,  Liberty’s  cheek  is  pristine,  while  the  eagle  shows 
no  more  than  two  or  three  insignificant  tick  marks,  hardly  worth  mentioning.  And  the  fields! 
The  fields  are  frosty  and  bright,  smooth  throughout  and  very  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Anyone 
building  a  top-notch  set  of  Indian  Tens  should  examine  the  delightful  example  offered  here 
with  a  view  towards  bidding.  To  tell  the  truth,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  another  in  compa¬ 
rable  grade  will  be  offered  for  some  time.  Remember,  too,  that  of  96,000  pieces  struck,  most 
were  later  melted.  Today,  no  more  than  30  to  75  probably  remain. 
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Lot  208 

Date  1932 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Description  Those  who  were  outbid  on  the  1926  should  consider  this  1932  as  an  alternate  choice.  It  is 

every  bit  as  bright  and  attractive  a  Gem,  and  has  the  added  advantage  of  being  the  only  mod¬ 
erately  priced  1932  U.S.  gold  coin  (the  Double  Eagle  being  rather  expensive). 
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The  Legendary  1933  Ten  Dollar  Gold  Piece 


Lot  209 


Date  1933 

Grade  Mint  State  63 

Identifiable  by  a  small  nick  on  the  cheekbone,  another  at  the  jaw,  a  third  on  the  front  portion 
of  the  neck,  and  a  final  one  to  the  left  of  the  date;  rims  are  consistently  Choice — exception¬ 
ally  Choice,  really;  so,  too,  the  eagle.  Sharp  and  glittering,  with  rich  mint  luster  that  resonates 
with  a  bright  golden  glow. 

When  it  comes  to  a  legendary  American  gold  rarity,  none  has  quite  the  allure,  quite  the  dis¬ 
tinction  and  aura  of  Saint  Gaudens’  famous  1933  Eagle.  Not  only  is  it  a  beautiful  coin  design, 
but  as  the  final  year  in  the  series  it  has  a  wealth  of  history  behind  it  for  so  recent  a  coin.  In 
terms  of  overall  surfaces  and  strike,  you  will  seldom  find  a  sharper  specimen  than  the  Ed 
Trompeter  coin.  Its  luster  is  vibrantly  alive;  its  fields,  well  above-average  for  a  late-date  U.S. 
gold  coin;  and  the  devices — Liberty  and  the  eagle — while  showing  a  few  widely  scattered 
marks,  are  nonetheless  head  and  shoulders  above  the  few  other  1933s  offered.  The  current 
piece  is  exceptionally  fresh  and  handsome,  and  will  please  even  the  most  fastidious  collector. 

Historic  Note  Ed  owned  a  total  of  three  1933  (at  least  one  is  listed  below)  Eagles  at  various  times,  always 

holding  this  example  in  bay,  ready  to  acquire  a  strict  Gem,  free  from  all  marks.  This  was  never 
the  case.  Even  those  graded  Mint  State  64  and  63  had  at  least  a  couple  of  prominent  nicks 
and  he  never  found  an  example  as  sharp  or  crisp  as  this  one. 

A  1933  is  offered  for  sale  only  two  or  three  times  a  year  nowadays  in  spite  of  an  original  mint¬ 
age  of  312,500,  which  helps  explain  why  only  9  specimens  have  been  graded  in  all  grades  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  combined.  Today,  it  is  believed  there  are  fewer  than  50  known.  And  most 
are  heavily  bagmarked  or  suffer  rim  problems.  To  own  a  1933  Eagle  as  the  centerpiece  in 
one's  collection  has  long  been  the  dream  of  gold  coin  collectors. 

Slightly  nicer  than  another  Mint  State  63  example  that  appeared  in  our  session  of  Auction 
'90:1373  and  that  brought  $110,000;  another,  PCGS  Mint  State  63  in  Heifetz:501 5, 
brought  $93,500;  the  Roach,  Eliasberg:873,  Unc.,  also  brought  $93,500. 


Description 


238 


Superior  Galleries 


NOTES 


Hi 


NOTES 


